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OBJECTIVE
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with an update on the activities of the Peel
Advisory Working Group on Older Adults Housing (PAWGOAH) from October 2008 to May
2009.

0

PAWGOAH provided input into the development of the Housing Strategy draft.
Representatives of PAWGOAH held two one-hour sessions and one two-hour workshop,
reaching over 250 Peel residents to provide information to our older adults and their
families on various housing options and how to address changing housing needs.
Articles relating to older adult housing in Peel were included in the January 2009 edition of
the Care Guide. The Care Guide has a distribution of 110,000 copies annually in the
PAWGOAH has established a closer working relationship with the Accessibility Advisory
sing with accessibility features appropriate

DISCUSSION
I. Background
Established in the spring of 2001, the Peel Advisory Working Group on Older Adults'
Housing is a multi-stakeholder community-based body whose mandate is to develop and
promote ways of meeting the current and future need for appropriate and affordable rental
and ownership housing for older adults in Peel Region.
The PAWGOAH's 22 members include staff from the Region's Human Services, Health, and
Environment, Transportation and Planning Services departments, planners from each of the
local area Planning departments, provincial and federal government representatives, the
development industry, older adult residents and four Regional Councillors.
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The PAWGOAH advises Regional Council on the housing needs of Peel's rapidly growing
55-plus population, which is forecast to increase to 613,000 by 2041, nearly tripling the
2006 older adult population of 219, 000.
2. Key Accomplishments
a) Input to Regional Housing Strategy
The Regional Places to Grow Housing Strategy is currently being developed to
identify and recommend opportunities for a full range of safe, affordable, accessible
and appropriate housing for Peel's current and future residents.
In order to gather pertinent information for the strategy, PAWGOAH was one of the
several key stakeholder groups that was consulted. PAWGOAH had several
opportunities to provide input into the strategy through various methods including a
focus group in October 2008, discussion at the February 2009 meeting, and written
input from the Chair in April 2009. As Peel Region's older adult population increases,
PAWGOAH contends that it is imperative that the Housing Strategy acknowledge
such changes and be inclusive in their approach by analyzing various housing options
for older adults.
b) Education and Awareness
i) Housing Options for Older Adults Booklet Changes
The Housing Options for Older Adults Booklet is a living document, which
experiences continuous updates. Examples of the changes and additions
including:

- Significant changes to the cover including:
o a map of Peel Region,
substituting the "older adultsJ'label with a "55 plus groupJJlabel,
o
o highlighting subject matter covered inside the booklet.
o the availability of free presentations
- Improvements to find contact information
- A section on information pertaining to elder abuse with agencies that provide
support for elder abuse.
- Updated Abbeyfield Housing section
ii)

Broader Distribution of Booklets
The PAWGOAH strives to disseminate their information and knowledge through
the broader distribution of the Housing Options for Older Adults Booklet.
Booklets were sent to all libraries in Peel Region and to seniors clubs operating
within Peel. Moreover, the PAWGOAH saw an importance in distributing the
booklets to multicultural senior organizations. Booklets were also provided to
Access Peel and Peel Customer Care Centre and to the Health Services
Department's reception area.
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Booklets were distributed at various conferences including the Aging Mental
Health and Addiction Conference on April 6, 2009, the Connections Resource
Fair for Persons with Disabilities on May 7th and the Elder Help Peel Senior
Youth Conference on May 13, 2009.
iii) The Care Guide
The Care Guide is Canada's most comprehensive guide to seniors housing and
care services. It has a distribution of 110,000 copies annually in the GTA.
PAWGOAH has partnered with the Care Guide to produce articles relating to
older adults and their families in Peel who are interested in housing and other
relevant care services. The January 2009 edition of the Care Guide focused on
information about the PAWGOAH, social housing in Peel, long-term care, new
housing developments in Peel, accessibility and addressing elder abuse. The
next two editions of the Care Guide (July 2009 and July 2010) will include more
information on the same topics and in other areas that will increase awareness of
Peel's progress in addressing the housing needs of older adult residents.
iv) Website Update
The biographies of the PAWGOAH members were posted on the PAWGOAH
website to highlight the diverse backgrounds, and high levels of expertise and
knowledge from various sectors
v)

Presentations

In May, the chair, Michael Wright, delivered two one hour presentations to over
150 members of the The Flower City Mixed Probus Club and to the Probus Club
of Brampton. The presentations included information from the PAWGOAH's
housing study, an overview of several housing options, and some of the reasons
why some older adults should consider a housing change. Members thought that
the sessions were very informative and valuable as their various concerns and
questions were addressed. To date, the PAWGOAH has presented to four
Probus clubs in Peel and all have responded positively. Staff continue to contact
other Probus clubs in Peel to schedule additional presentations.
On May 16, the PAWGOAH presented a two hour housing workshop geared to
older adults and their families at the Clarkson Community Centre. The
presentation was delivered by Michael Wright and Derek Mercey who provided
information on various housing options for older adults, how to make a housing
plan for today and the future, how to work with a family member to make an
appropriate housing plan and unravel the stigma in retirement resident living.
Attendees received valuable resource material including Canada Mortgage and
Housing Corporation material and a copy of the Care Guide. The workshop was
successful with over 50 people in attendance.
vi)

Partnerships

In the fall of 2008, it was decided that the Accessibility Advisory Committee
(AAC) and the PAWGOAH should form a closer working relationship given their
common interest in housing with accessibility features appropriate for older
adults and/or persons with disabilities.
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At a staff level, PAWGOAH is involved with a separate working group that
focuses on improving training and awareness of mental health needs for staff
who deal with older adults. As a result, an Aging Mental Health and Addiction
conference was planned with participation by PAWGOAH Chair Michael Wright.
Sheridan College's Elder Research Centre led the organization of the initiative.
PAWGOAH booklets were also distributed at this session attended by more than
120 participants from community agencies, the health and housing sector.
vii) Future Directions
The PAWGOAH recognizes the multicultural nature of Peel Region and wishes to
reach out to older adults affiliated with diverse cultural groups. Currently, the
PAWGOAH is determining ways in which cultural groups can be informed via
outreach through the distribution of booklets to such groups, presentations and
making people aware of services available in other languages in our booklet.
The PAWGOAH is also developing articles for the next two issues of the Care
Guide.
Based on the interest and success of the first session that the PAWGOAH held
with the Brampton Real Estate Board in the fall of 2008, the PAWGOAH will
continue to work with both the Brampton and Mississauga Real Estate Boards to
deliver additional training seminars.
CONCLUSION
PAWGOAH co'ntinues to promote Peel's successes to groups with a broader membership.
Overall, the Working Group is becoming widely recognized and has made significant strides in
promoting the development of full range of housing types for older adults in Peel.
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