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At Authority Meeting #1/10, of Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA), held on February 
26, 2010 the attached correspondence from Jerry Ouellette, MPP, and response from Dick Hibma, 
Chair, Conservation Ontario, was received. 

The Authority directed TRCA staff to forward the correspondence to TRCA's municipal partners for 
your information and any action deemed necessary. If you have any questions or require additional 
information, please contact the undersigned at 41 6-661-6600 extension 5264 (kstranks@trca.on.ca). 

Sincerely 

Kathy Stranks 
Manager, Chair and CAO's Office 

DISTRIBUTION LlST 
Jeffrey Abrams, City Clerk, City of Vaughan 
Martin de Rond, Clerk, Town of Ajax 
Peter Fay, City Clerk, Clerk's Department, City of Brampton 
Crystal Greer, Clerk, Clerk's Department, City of Mississauga 
Barb Kane, Clerk and Deputy Treasurer, Township of Adjala-Tosorontio 
Denis Kelly, Regional Clerk, Corporate Services, Regional Municipality of York (Sent via mail) 
Michele Kennedy, Clerk, Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville 
Kimberley Kitteringham, Town Clerk, Town of Markham 
Karen Landry, Town Clerk, Administration, Town of Caledon 
John Leach, Town Clerk, Corporate Services Department, Town of Aurora 
Debbie Leroux, Clerk, Township of Uxbridge 
Patricia Madill, Regional Clerk, Regional Municipality of Durham 
Donna McLarty, Clerk, Town of Richmond Hill 
Keith McNenly, Chief Administrative OfficerIClerk-Treasurer, Town of Mono 
Carol Reid, Regional Clerk and Director of Clerks, Regional Municipality of Peel 
Debbie Shields, Acting City Clerk, City of Pickering 
Chris Somerville, Clerk, Township of King 
Ulli S. Watkiss, City Clerk, City Manager's Office, City of Toronto 

Member of Conservation Ontario 
5 Shoreham Drive, Downsview, Ontario M3N IS4 (416) 661-6600 FAX 661 -6898 www.trca.on.ca 
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CORRESPONDENCE AUTH6.1 

Gerri Lynn Q'Connar 
Chair 
Torom and Region Cansemation Autkioriry 
5 ~ ~ ? k @ h p I  Priw - -.- 
b m ~ c k b ~  M3N 1 S4 

~3 a r k  me: Cmratwrrm 
Ion 428 lXtAtfior5tE 
tegrslam Building OrnCfnt iwlP  
IWIOntartoM7AtGs UH1K1 

Dear G& Lynrr 

X would like to take this opportunity to t f r d  you md dl rhe Cammation Authoritiss in Ontario for yow 
va~uabll; w ~ r k  and dedication to ~nsuring thc suc;rxewhI managcmont of watershd-based ccovstcm 
resources, sewices and lmd-use. 

I understand the impoMce of consdthg with the public: and ga&e:riag expertise from various 
organizations and professionals to achieve a bdance of fhe mlogjcal and social impacts that reflect the 
concerns of dl remurce usas. As former Miniar ufNatural kmurces, 1 also tht: chal1eng- of 
balancing resource user gr~ups in a fiiir and h-aospaxent manner md utiEzing the &st available science to 
deveIap effective Zand-use policies, 

In orda & move forward with the most effective land w strategies, we need to toensure that h legislation 
and regulations governing consemtion authorities is the mo& up-to-date, streamlined md practical as 
possible. In addition, there aeeds to be a clear, transpamt and decisive protocd to fallow, 

In an e@i,rt to oontinuously improve elnd uphold the best practices of ow Conservation Aut)loritie$ I 
woblfd appmiate your informed feedback and comments concerning legislation, regulatiam artd the 
argwzational respotlfib&ties ofthe C o w a e o n  Auth&ltes, Iacludkg the; good aspects of the 
org&zatius as well as what nee& to brs changed and how these; ehan$es need to implemented. 

Thanic you in advance for your cmf3 considemtion and valuable inpt  
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J e q  J- &&lettee W P  Osbawa 
Official Oppasition Critic, Natural Resoaces 
Roo~rm 428, QIKetr"s Park 
Legid~tive Budding 
TorontoO O n k a  
m A  1At3 

Dear Ouellette: 

As you hoxvB Consemation Ontario r~'oISEs on behaaf Ontario's 36 Coilsen%tion Authorities. 
Ous CA t~m~~bers h v e  shared your recent l cm r5 &ezn with us and we are zesponding on their 
behalf; al&oug& rxe note that sonre maqr choose ta p~a~.i& addit i~nal  c-t)ments. We h ~ x v  that 
~ Q U  ha?-e \+rittm to municipd ~fficials as well ntId expxt &at hose whia &mst to aviU zapond 
directly ta y 3 a E  inquiry. 

Let me begin by tknkhg yw for iic3inoa~ledging ~e ~duable avo& done by Consenration 
Azrthozities in en&g the srrccessfrrl fxwgement of ~vatm&ed-basased ecosystem resoimes, 
senices and fad-we. Conse~~'ation At&~ities play a critical role in developing the science 
which underpin.; oiu mdmtm&mg of& rozqiexintemctiom ofthe pfiy~ical components of 
the avatershed - the faadz the water =d the livit~g argaUrm~. 

Consen-ation Authorities play a slugdaf role in flood protectilw a d  tfie Protkce relies heady 
on CAs to emme public sdety in relation to f1atu-d hazards, making &a a mitical part of lira$ 
we planning and bm~ef.opmeat. Ow study on h e  Bz~sifzess Casefor Immtitzg in FIod 
Prrn-mtfoe and Cazml shows througk the public iavesment of $2.4 billion in kfias-e 
and thou& q o i n g  regulation of flood gone mtd hamd~zxs areas; Consmration AEtthority 
flood pIik Illwagement program. fllcldiag regulatica save the taxpayers iu excess of $100 
&lion annually. 

P.U. @ax 1 1 ,  420 Bayview Parkway Nes3dmarket Ontario t 3Y  4W3 
TeJ: (905) 895-BT16 Fax: (905) 895-075 1 Emall: 
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The experti= LhaL CAs bring to the table is a -c<M coqorxat in the d e x ~ e l q m t  of somce 
protectition plans aczass t$P Province. Adpf i i~g  f~ C!i?artat@ CFPa17g.e i~ Uufario, a rmmk report by 

I the Expert Piwe1 on Climate Changee authes in clear detail the k a t s  to water quality and 
mpply, the pohab-nd far haeased Booding and exasion h e  to more &qmt extreme weather 
exats, as weE as inaeased &ought, and degmded biodiversity. These hdkgs d e  x ~ r y  clear 
tha2 Callsmatiw Authities -are - and will continue ts  &be -- essential to t h  protection of 
&tarioa s \vat= and Imd resamces. 

A s  Section 20 sf  &E Cans~mati~z ,SzrtJaarffia Act states: "%@ obj~czs ofan af~tJrari@p QPB f~ 
mffn&fish apld f~~~ta'erfabto~ ~ P Z  the ama mer razhick if hasj~~~isdicg~n~ aprag?;atTx dmig~zed to 
&?=tTzer the ccp~~sen>ation~ p.~storatiouJ delopr~z~nf and rnaaaget~iant of na&~-af r~smrca rrther 
tJmrr gasJ oil* coal and mingmls. " Cc~mrn~atiw Ahcfrities bke this m & t e  v q  seriously. 

Mast importmdy= it allo-ws a Cmservation Authority ta &~'t:ltq a p r o m  h t  sespnds to the 
unique candidam a d  pressmes .rvi& a partcwla watasjird. This is critical ta the surcess&l 
mmagment that you noted. 

Ceasen'iitiw Authorities use a varieq of tooh to n ~ e t  their mindate. Tfirse inc1udte edt~aticm 
stewardship% the pro~ksim of sriace-based ad%-ice fa mmicifii&s as pa t  of the laud use 
p1- procrss, and the regulation of ffmd plains, k h u s  mas, arrd that are key 
to the fimction o£~'i?ak~shed hydrology- 

M r c  b l.Ff-.Ff-flH3 hectazes of fares&, rvetfands., flood p1aU.1~ n d  other en~,&ozmatally 
si@w1t lmds hve bem acqaked by CAs, prvi&ng proteetican aud pz~blic access fi 
echxation a d  recreation, C I K T ~ E I ~  s m k g  mere thm 5 million wixzaIly, conhbuting 
greatly tu 0ntwian"s cpdit.4' &life 'e~d mc1~zox&c well b&g. 

As -dye mter h e  srwrrnd dm& of &is dknaiu-m, with greater ax\r;pyeness: thm e ~ e r  uf&e 
&ges behymn a healthy ax.irment, a b1tfiy economy d a &&thy society, it is ironic yet 
not 5Wsitlg that the art o fba l a t t a  &e pub& k~terest wi& iadividual interests con&ws to be 
a focus ofdiscmsim and in s m e  cases, oxrtfight cotlflirt- Haw best to mmifge these appxently 
cmqxdng interests is a challenge for all of society. There sHo~xlrE ?x na &bate abaut the xia211% 
of this prwess h our g d i p  of Be. But m-ha pays for sr H&&y m'c-irallfnmt md how 
e u ~ ~ i r o ~ t &  program shot~fd be fimded, remains at issue. Tlrtxe is tension &om WET nud 
yennit fees, muuicipd le-diies, andpro~&icial fuading sources. Desqike redking the benefits, nQ 
px$y wishes ta be= mafc of the costs, particularfy in difficult ecmomic times. 

Youx q~estir)rzs are rek~ant aad timely coac~s~~xing kgisla~im, regtafatiws nnd orgar~izatiod 
respo1l5ibiEties of C o m a r i m  Authorities. As yo~thow, the l%nktry ofNahrrd R e s o e s  
recently posted on the EBR, a && of the proposed '"Policies and Procebures fa Consmatian 
Authmity P h  fCet+t.~v and Pamittkg Activities" (Posted Nov2Si09 EBR MPO-%243). 

'Fhis proposed policy resz11tcd 60111 a two c)~ear m~1ri-sr&eholder cmsultntion liuxiolb-lug 
rqsma&tives of the Aoxke* ~n~micipali'Eles, the dexrelqnuent iadz~stzy, E;NGOs and 
Cemem-dan Au~harities. The cons~dtation was a respoase to cslticisu~ by the developmat 
k&~Eitfk' that Cansma6Jan Authorities ~vere extending their duence beyond heir mandate- The. 
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expectation ofaZle W c f p t s  is that this policy> if approved will provide necessary gaitlance, 
mtiode and fifmhes ta k3pXoVe the pafties IllldPfstasl* sf roles wd  the process andprox~ick 
inqrm-ed tsmpaaq and accox~nBP,ifity~ 

h should be noted that the ENGO ~ m & t y  pasition k~ the retiem- was that Commvati~a 
Aathozities needed a stranger d t e  ta p t e c t  the ent-iro-ti this xms dtkmkly reflected 
in passage of&e Lakg Si~ncog B ~ f e ~ ~ ~ r p  Act hiked, this positim is s h e d  by a d e r  of 
mrcrpatim. 

C-omemtion ihthoriaies are established m& the Ca~sawntion khdfk@rities ,4ct by a rfmlution 
oftfie mjwity ofn~zpniicipalities ' ~ % i i t h  a The Act b m  chmgd MZ& slightly 
o m  its 60 year historq; and is std3 cm~sidereb a x-iianary piece of legislation. Caur;mistion 
Onaria has idatifid a amber ofameudn~twts to the Acfwrhicla xiodd brkg certain aspects kta 
better dignmmt mi& for example, the mo&cipal elmtioa cycle; tk ability of st&So issue 
permits; aud a eonsient htatiaa for la+ ckrges mder the Section 25 replatiom. 

h ~roxx fcno~v, the Bcf ~ 5 ~ s  iurimdd in la96 $e elirUUxste the amoitakz~mt of ProxTtacial 
representatives an CA Box&; a mm-e th1t was seal I ~ S  bekg c~xis'ter~t witb the ditniuished 
f e d  ofRovincial finama ~11.pport; ~'rr&& tmk place 23f that time. AL; noted ahir3, tensions 
court- atrB st&eHaIh7 positions mge &omwholesde '"alissofutJ.on"hf AdCmties to 
sexierefy d i w  h e  rale d mandates tQ haarlenitrg their scope and juhisdictioa- 

I xwmt to be clear that Coi~servation Auth.on:tles are quite oprra to my dialogue tfrth the Pzovinee, 
mriripati&es md other stakd101das which xvould improve the effectivwess atld efficia~cy of 
w a t d e d  atrd natwal resoufees management; indeed, ure have ronsismtly p m e d  sucfi 
&scwsions ova tfie years. We subillit that unftrowmmts- to &e cweat system can, and sfroct1d 
be made la thg. laterest of kcreaskg effidefig effective, fra~warmt md accountable 
mnnagt3WEPnt off our ';Gratr and natumI heL.itage. 

%re 'ivodd be happy to speak iu moge detail about any specific isslles tv&& you smy ttfish ta 
discuss. 
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