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RECOMMENDATION
That the Medical Officer of .Health and the Commissioner of Health Services be
authorized to execute service agreements with the Ministry of Health Promotion and
Sport (MHPS) whereby the MHPS would fund Peel Public Health with up to $280,000 until
December 31, 2011 to deliver tobacco control programming;
And further, that the addition of one contract employee to implement the program be
approved;
And further, that the ability to distribute funds via grants to qualified community partners
be approved.

e

On May 31, 2010 the Ministry of Health Promotion and Sport announced $4.7 million for a
provincial Youth Engagement Program; an initiative with a focus on tobacco prevention
but inclusive of other correlated risk factors for chronic diseases.
Peel Public Health received an initial funding allocation of $60,000 in 2010 and anticipates
receiving up to $220,000 ($280,000 in total) additional provincial funding in 2011. This
funding includes the provision of one staff person to coordinate youth programming in the

DISCUSSION
I.Prevalence of Tobacco Use in Peel
Tobacco use continues to be a public health concern in Peel Region. Smoking remains the
single largest preventable cause of disease and premature death; therefore, tobacco use
has been identified as a strategic priority by Peel Public Health. By 2020, Peel Public
Health aims to reduce smoking prevalence in Peel from the current 19 per cent to 15 per
cent and to reduce youth smoking rates to 7 per cent (currently 12 per cent for males and 10
per cent for females).
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2. New Funding for Youth Engagement and Tobacco Prevention Programming in Peel
On May 31, 2010 the Ministry of Health Promotion and Sport announced $4.7 million for a
provincial Youth Engagement Program. The focus of the initiative will be on tobacco
prevention; however, the Ministry encourages programming to be inclusive of other highly
correlated risk factors for chronic conditions (e.g. physical activity, healthy eating, injury
prevention, substance misuse, mental health) as appropriate.
Each of Ontario's 36 Health Units will receive funding for one (1) Full Time Equivalent (FTE)
position. The Ministry may also provide additional funding through Health Units for
community grants on youth-focused programming that support the objectives of the Youth
Engagement Program.
Under the Youth Engagement Program, Peel Public Health will recruit a Youth Engagement
staff person to support related programming. This Youth Engagement staff position will be
required to:
i)

Provide program leadership, coordination, and collaboration both within Peel Public
Health and externally within the community;

ii)

Initiate and report on community-based programming that will contribute to the
reduction of tobacco use and other highly correlated risk factors among youth in
Peel;

iii)

Liaise among Peel Public Health, external community partners, and the provincial
Youth Engagement Advisory Group.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
The Ministry of Health Promotion and Sport has provided funding of $60,000 in 2010 and will
provide up to $220,000 ($280,000 in total) additional .funds in 2011 to support youth
engagement and tobacco prevention programming in Peel. Programming expenses for one
FTE to coordinate the program are included in the Ministry's allocation. Based on
correspondence with Ministry staff, this 100 per cent provincial funding is expected to be
renewed in 2012 and beyond. Peel Public Health will provide a report back to Council when the
Ministry confirms the future direction of the Youth Engagement Program.
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CONCLUSION
Smoking remains the leading cause of preventable death in Canada. The Ministry of Health
Promotion and Sport's investment in the Youth Engagement Program will support Peel Public
Health's Tobacco Prevention Team to augment current youth-focused initiatives and deliver
innovative programming in the future. This new provincial funding stream is also strategically
aligned with Peel Public Health's population health approach; both encourage effective youthfocused programming to be inclusive of other highly correlated risk factors for illness or injury
among this cohort. Therefore, it is anticipated that this initiative can be used to leverage
partnerships and programming that will advance health promotion programming for Peel youth.
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