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OBJECTIVE
The intent of this report is to provide Regional Council with an overview of Understanding the
Early Years Malton initiative.
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Understanding the Early Years (UEY) Malton is a federally funded research and
community engagement project sponsored by the Peel District School Board.
The focus of the UEY Malton is to empower community members to use evidence-based
research to support healthy developmental outcomes for children in Malton.

DISCUSSION
1. Background

The Understanding the Early Years Malton initiative is a national initiative funded by Human
Resources and Skills Development Canada (HRSDC) and sponsored by the Peel District
School Board. It is directed by the Malton Guiding Collaborative - a group of community
leaders who are committed to supporting community engagement initiatives.
Understanding the Early Years Malton is a research project that has been conducted from
2007 to 2010. The focus of the initiative was to use the data on young children in the
community to monitor child development and create ongoing effective community based
responses to build community capacity.
Data was collected in the following five areas:
1. Early Years and School Readiness
2. Parenting
3. Community assets and Resources
4. Community Safety
5. Social Risk
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a) Malton Community Profile
Malton is located in Northeast Mississauga in the Region of Peel. It spans from Highway
427 to the east, Derry Road to the south, Airport Road to the west, and Steeles Avenue
to the north.
According to the 2006 census, the population in Malton was 39,815, with approximately
29 per cent of the population made up of children aged zero to nineteen. Of this, 8 per
cent were aged zero to four and 8 per cent were aged five to nine.
Malton is also a very diverse community with the newcomer population comprising of 59
per cent of the total population. Residents of a visible minority make up 69 per cent of
the population, with the top three visible minority groups including:
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South Asian - 43 percent
Black - 15 percent
Latin American - 8 percent

2. Understanding the Early Years Malton Process

A four stage community empowerment process was used throughout the Understanding the
Early Years Malton initiative. The four stage process is as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Building Community Will
Creating Conditions for Success
Action
Sustainability

The following guiding principles supported the process:
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Capacity-building, asset-based, empowerment approach;
Research-based strategies;
Child-focused, family-centred, prevention-oriented approaches;
Neighbourhood-based and community-driven;
Grass roots participation;
Respects inclusion, equity and diversity; and
Authentic collaboration and partnerships.

Research was collected based on the social and economic characteristics of the Malton
community. It included:
0

0

Census data
Early Development Instrument (EDI)
Parent Interviews and Direct Assessment of Children Surveys
Malton Community Surveys

a) Malton Summit
In order to engage those who live and work in Malton and communicate the research
findings that Understanding the Early Years Malton had gathered, a mobilization plan
was created. This resulted in the Malton Summit: The Early Years and beyond, a series
of community consultations which took place in February 2010. Key priorities were
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identified in each of the areas where Understanding the Early Years Malton collected
data. (See Appendix I)
3. Next Steps

Currently, this initiative is in the fourth stage of the process - sustainability. Understanding
the Early Years Malton hopes to conduct ongoing community engagement through a Malton
Alliance, a group of citizen representatives from Malton's established and emerging ethnocultural population and social service representatives. The Alliance will:
Promote and facilitate communication and mutually beneficial collaborations between
social service agencies, school and the community;
Conduct ongoing community based research on the early years and beyond; and
Advocate collaboratively for holistic community based solutions that address the needs
of the community.
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APPENDIX I
Malton Summit

- Priority Areas

Early Years and School Readiness

The early childhood education environment
must provide the necessary support for
academic, social, and emotional growth,
especially by addressing he gaps revealed by
the ED1 (e.g. gross and fine motor skills and
advanced literacy).

Parenting

Parenting supports include ensuring that
universally accessible programs exist that
strengthen families, promote positive family
interaction, encourage community
involvement, and build family resources.

Social Risk

By enhancing school readiness and reducing
the community's vulnerability, the community
can improve opportunities for the socio-cultural
environment of its youngest learners.

Community Safety

This priority area involves improving the local
context in which crime occurs, and perceptions
about the local community in order to improve
the overall safety in Malton.

Community Assets and Resources

Collaboration between service providers,
school boards, community agencies and
governments is essential for supporting early
child development. This priority area involves
providing access to child, youth, and family
activities and services with pre-school and
school age children.

