For Onarians wltk Disabilid~s

REGION OF PEEL
ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE (AAC)
REPORT FROM THE CLERK

The Region of Peel Accessibility Advisory Committee met on
February 15, 2011 at 1:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, Regional
Administrative Headquarters, 10 Peel Centre Drive, Suite A,
Brampton.
Members Present:

G. Barnes; W. Goursky; M. Parker; R. Paterak;
P. Tourko; M. Tymkow

Members Absent:

H. Bajwa, due to a personal matter; R. Chopra,
due to a personal matter; S. Hames, due to other
municipal business; N, lannicca, due to other
municipal business; R. lyer, due to a personal
matter; N. Husain, due to a personal matter;
E. Kolb, due to vacation

* See text for arrivals

* See text for departures
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Region of Peel: C. Reid, Regional Clerk and Director
of Clerk's; B. Taylor, Manager, Business
Administration; A. Graham, Manager, Employee
Relations; R. Dodds, Manager, Asset Preservation;
M. Sikand, Accessibility Planning Specialist; C. Bell,
Team Leader, Design and Production; Creative
Services; V. Montesdeoca, Committee Clerk
Community Stakeholder: M. Singh Sandhu, United
Way of Peel Region

William Goursky, Chair, presided.
In accordance with section 111 4 (d) of Region of Peel Procedural Bylaw 57-2006, as amended, no quorum was present 30 minutes after
the time approved for the meeting at which time the Committee Clerk
recorded the names of the members present as:
G. Barnes
W. Goursky
M. Parker
R. Paterak
P. Tourko
M. Tymkow

In accordance with section 111 4 (g) of the Procedural By-law, the
members present received information and no minutes we kept. The
following are summary notes of the information received.
Jeff Payne, Manager, Regulatory Compliance, suggested that the
Committee consider updating its Terms of Reference to reduce quorum
requirements. He undertook to bring forward a recommendation on this
matter to a future meeting of the Accessibility Advisory Committee.
William Goursky, Committee Chair, asked members present to indicate
their interest in participating on the following proposed subcommittees: Site
Plan and Facility Audit Subcommittee; Education and Awareness
Subcommittee; and Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA)
Standards and Accessibility Planning Subcommittee.
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Pavlo Tourko and Maria Parker, Committee Members, volunteered to serve
on the Site Plan and Facility Audit Subcommittee and the AODA Standards
and Accessibility Planning Subcommittee, respectively.
William Goursky, indicated that an e-mail will be forwarded to the rest of the
AAC members requesting their indications of interest.
Chris Bullock, Manager, Development and Construction and Richard Ngun,
Project Manager, Real Property Asset Management, provided an overview
of affordable housing in the Region of Peel and the role of the Development
and Construction Team in affordable housing projects.
William Goursky inquired what other options the Region is considering to
obtain additional funding and to reduce the long wait list for affordable
housing in Peel. He noted that applicants remain in social housing units for
a prolonged period of time, making vacant units very scarce. Chris Bullock
responded that the Region is exploring various strategies to address the
wait list.
Carol Reid, Regional Clerk and Director of Clerk's indicated that a report
will be brought to Council in the near future with further information on the
issue of the affordable housing wait list.
Jeff Payne, Manager, Regulatory Compliance, provided an overview of the
Region of Peel Strategic Planning process underway for the current term of
Council. He indicated that the process includes setting priorities for the
next four years and provides long-term direction through vision, mission
and goal setting. Jeff Payne noted that Council has been provided with a
draft plan and has had the opportunity to provide feedback. Jeff Payne
reviewed some of the plan highlights that relate to accessibility.
William Goursky requested a copy of the Strategic Plan. Jeff Payne
indicated that copies will be made available once the plan has been
finalized and approved by Regional Council.
Glenn Barnes, Committee Member, highlighted specific words within the
Plan that may provide a negative connotation in describing persons with
disabilities. A group discussion took place regarding the interpretation of
language used in the draft Plan. Jeff Payne commented that the intent of
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the Strategic Plan is to ensure inclusion of all members of the community,
including persons with disabilities.
Jeff Payne and Meenu Sikand, Accessibility Planning Specialist, provided a
detailed overview of the proposed Integrated Accessibility Regulation (IAR)
under the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005. Jeff Payne
introduced various staff members present who form part of the group
tasked with reviewing the final draft regulation. Public feedback and
comments are due to the Province by March 18, 201 1. Meenu Sikand
provided highlights of the proposed Regulation specific to Peel Regional
services and programs. Jeff Payne and Meenu Sikand requested direction
from the Committee on how to proceed in providing feedback to the
Province.
Maureen Tymkow, Committee Member, suggested that the comments
submitted to the Province in the fall of 2010 by way of a letter from the
Chair of the AAC, be reiterated.
William Goursky expressed disappointment in the proposed regulation
stating that the Province had committed to a fully accessible Ontario by
2025 and that excluding businesses with 49 employees or less from the
requirements of the regulation is contradictory to that commitment.
After an extended discussion on next steps, it was decided that a working
group should be formed comprised of staff and members of the AAC to
review the proposed regulation, before submitting comments to the
Province. Maureen Tymkow and Glenn Barnes volunteered to be part of
the review group. Staff from the Accessibility Planning Program committed
to follow up via e-mail with departmental staff and members of the AODA
Subcommittee to coordinate a meeting in February.
A quorum of voting members was not achieved, and in accordance with
section 111 4 (f) of Procedural By-law 57-2006, as amended, items not
dealt with will be placed on the agenda of the next meeting of the
Region of Peel Accessibility Advisory Committee, scheduled for March
29, 2011.

