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Norma Trim, Chief Financial Officer and Commissioner of Corporate Services
Dan Labrecque, Commissioner of Public Works
Janette Smith, Commissioner of Health Services
Kent Gillespie, Commissioner of Employee and Business Services

RECOMMENDATION
That the joint report of the Chief Financial Officer and Commissioner of Corporate
Services, and the Commissioners of Public Works, Health Services, and Employee and
Business Services, dated May 22,2012, titled "Status Update on Implementing Actions in
the Peel Climate Change Strategy", be received;
And further, that staff be directed to report back to Regional Council with findings from a
corporate and community greenhouse gas emissions inventory for the geographic
region of Peel.

The Peel Climate Change Strategy, adopted by Regional Council on June 23, 201Ias per
Resolution 201 1-618 (attached as Appendix I), was created through a collaborative effort
among the three area municipalities and two conservation authorities (the partners).
The Peel Climate Change Strategy implements Action 1.3 of the Region's Strategic Plan
and supports the implementation of a number of Term of Council Priorities (TOCPs).
The Strategy complements the Region's on-going air quality activities and work is being
coordinated between the two strategies.
Since adoption of the Strategy, Peel and the partners have been working together to
develop an implementation plan that prioritizes actions where budgets are availabl
Concurrently, Peel and partners have also been working collaboratively on several action

DISCUSSION
I.Background
In partnership with the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA), Credit Valley
Conservation (CVC), the cities of Brampton, Mississauga and the Town of Caledon, the
Region developed a Peel Climate Change Strategy to address the issue of climate change
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through both mitigation and adaptation. Mitigation includes actions and activities that reduce
the amount of greenhouse gases emitted to our atmosphere. Adaptation includes actions,
initiatives and measures that reduce the vulnerability of natural and human systems against
actual or expected climate change effects. The Peel Climate Change Strategy was adopted
by Regional Council on June 23,201 1.
a) Alignment with the Region's Strategic Plan and Term of Council Priorities (TOCPs)

The Peel Climate Change Strategy implements action I.3 of the Region's Strategic Plan,
which is to "improve air quality, mitigate and adapt to climate change". The Strategy also
supports the implementation of a number of TOCPs, including:

e

a

Reduce greenhouse gas emissions;
Increase waste diversion;
Reduce per capita water consumption;
lmprove stormwater management;
Assess water and wastewater capacity;
Increase active transportation;
Update long term transportation plan to meet current and future needs;
and
TOCP 15: lmprove efficiency of goods movement in Peel in collaboration with Peel
Goods Movement Task Force.

TOCP I:
TOCP 2 :
TOCP 3 :
TOCP4:
TOCP 5 :
TOCP 9 :
TOCP 14:

b) Peel Climate Change Strategy co-ordinates the Region's Environmental Initiatives

Climate change and poor air quality are related. Although the pollutants of concern are
different, GHGs and air pollutants share many of the same sources, including
transportation and energy use and generation. Taking action to reduce emissions of both
air pollutants and GHGs will improve our air quality and help mitigate the impacts of
climate change.
Climate change impacts the chemical reactions that occur between air pollutants in the
atmosphere. For example, climate change holds the potential to worsen existing air
quality issues by increasing levels of ground level ozone and particulate matter.
The work being done by the Climate Change Strategy complements the Region's air
quality work. For example, information generated by the Climate Change Strategy will
be used as inputs to the Regional air modeling and monitoring program.
2. Status Update on Actions in the Peel Climate Change Strategy

The Peel Climate Change Strategy contains a vision and mission, a set of guiding principles,
6 goals and 38 ongoing, short-term and medium-term actions to be completed within the
next five years following adoption of the Strategy. The Strategy is available for download at

www.~eelreqion.calclimatechanqe.
Since adoption of the Strategy, Peel and partners have been working collaboratively to
develop an implementation plan that prioritizes actions given current budget commitments.
Peel and partners have been working jointly to compile corporate and community
greenhouse gas emission and criteria air contaminant inventories for the geographic region
of Peel. Area municipal partners have also developed, or are in the process of developing,
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area municipal environmental master plans to implement the Strategy at the local level. The
Region of Peel and the City of Mississauga also came together to dgvelop an awareness
campaign to engage residents at the neighbourhood level to implement actions contained in
the Peel Climate Change Strategy and the Mississauga Living Green Master Plan. A list of
the actions is summarized in Appendix II.
CONCLUSION
The Region of Peel, in collaboration with area municipalities and conservation authorities, jointly
developed a Peel Climate Change Strategy to address the issue of climate change through
adaptation and mitigation actions. Since adoption in June 2011, Peel and its partners have been
working on an implementation plan to better co-ordinate actions, and have also identified a list
of ongoing and short term actions that can be implemented immediately. Moving forward, Peel
and partners will continue to work together in the spirit of collaboration to complete the
Implementation Plan and the greenhouse gas inventory project.
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APPROVED AT REGIONAL COUNCIL
June 23,201 1

Chaired by Councillor R. Whitehead
MA-B.

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER AND CORPORATE SERVICES

MA-B2.

Draft of the Peel'Climate Change Strategy

Moved by Councillor Mullin,
Seconded by Councillor Morrison;
That the final draft of the Peel Climate Change Strategy,
attached as Appendix I to the report of the Chief Financial
Officer and Commissioner of Corporate Services, dated May
26, 2011, titled "Peel Climate Change Strategy", be
approved;
And further, that staff be directed to develop a Peel Climate
Change Strategy Implementation Plan;
And further, that staff be directed to develop a corporate and
community Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory for the
geographic region of Peel;
And further, that a copy of the subject report be forwarded to
the Minister of the Environment, in support of the Ontario
Climate Change Adaptation Action Plan, titled, "Climate
Ready: Ontario's Adaptation Strategy and Action Plan",
released on April 26, 2011.
Carried

2011-618
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Actions currently undertaken by Peel and Partners in alignment with goals in
the Peel Climate Change Strategy

I I.Proactive
and
responsive
planning and
leadership

infrastructure, of the community and of natural heritage.

Peel Public Health is collaborating with Health Canada to conduct a
preliminary assessment of public health vulnerability to climate change in
the Region of Peel. The assessment examines exposure, sensitivity and
adaptive capacity in the Region of Peel for a number of expected health
outcomes. A report summarizing the findings of the assessment is being
finalized. These findings will help the Region develop strategies to
increase the adaptive capacity of communities and individuals against
climate change impacts.
TRCA initiated work in 2009 on a framework to identify, prioritize,
manage and monitor risks to natural heritage systems and species
associated with climate change. The framework brings together best
available information on future climate conditions and an understanding
of natural heritage system function to assess the risks to those systems.
The risk assessment framework provides valuable guidance for all
natural heritage system practitioners on how to understand and manage
potential impacts from climate change.
Additional accomplishments by the two conservation authority partners
will be highlighted at a joint presentation to Regional Council on June 28,
1.3 - Build on existing decision making tools and strategies so that
climate change mitigation and adaptation can continue in the spirit
of collaboration.
Area municipal partners have either developed, or are in the process of
developing environmental master plans that implements actions in the
Peel Climate Change strategy at the area municipal level. Specifically:
The Town of Caledon endorsed its Community Climate Change
Action Plan on November 15, 2011. The purpose of this plan is to
reduce community greenhouse gas emissions by focusing on quick
win actions such as the development of a community idling by-law,
a green home or green subdivision demonstration project, and a
school focused Community Green Fund as an initial pilot for 2012.
The City of Brampton is preparing an Environmental Master Plan
that will establish sustainable directions and targets that will help
guide and consolidate the city's corporate and community efforts to
conserve and improve upon the environmental quality of its
Q
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2. Actions to
reduce
greenhouse
gas
emissions

operations and services, communities, built and natural systems,
and resources.
The City of Mississauga adopted a strategic framework entitled the
Living Green Master Plan (LGMP) on January 18, 2012. The LGMP
is an action plan for doing business and for providing services in an
environmentally sustainable way. It inspires collaboration and
enables the city to achieve its environmental goals.

2.1 - Create a common understanding of actual and forecasted GHG
emissions within Peel and at partners' facilities.

Peel staff is leading this phased project in collaboration with area
municipal and.conservation authority partners. For the first phase of this
project, SENES consultants have been retained to develop one
community greenhouse gas (GHG) emission and criteria air contaminant
(CAC) inventory for the geographic region of Peel and individual
corporate GHG and CAC emission inventories for Peel, Brampton,
Mississauga, Caledon and CVC (five in total). The results of these
inventories will be reported to Regional council when the study is
complete.
In the second phase of this project, a consultant will be retained to
develop GHG reduction forecasts, and will also include an action
prioritization exercise based on contribution to GHG emissions reduction,
cost of action, relationship to existing actions, and recommendation of
monitoring tools/systems.
2.3 - Build on and identify a series of progressive and cost effective
actions using a strategic analysis to achieve the emissions
reduction target

The County Court Sustainable Neighbourhood Retrofit project (SNAP)
has completed a plan for the residential and commercial areas
surrounding County Court in Brampton. Actions in the area of water and
energy conservation, natural heritage and storm water improvement and
community amenities were identified. A target was set to reduce
emissions by 18% while improving the quality and character of the area.
A green home makeover demonstrates to residents what is possible.
Future actions will be geared at encouraging continued uptake of the plan
recommendations and a second SNAP is underway in the Applewood
area in Mississauga.
Partners in Project Green engaged approximately 700 medium to small
scale companies to help achieve energy reduction through building
related activities; GHG emissions reduction; energy conservation through
building retrofits; and procurement and generation of renewable energy
within the Reaion of Peel.
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2.5 - Support the development and implementation of partners' new
and ongoing sustainable transportation initiatives.

Regional Council approved the Active Transportation Plan and
Implementation Plan on February 9, 2012 (Resolution 2012-269). The
Plan is the Region's first active transportation plan and it has taken a
region-wide, coordinated approach, working collaboratively with area
municipalities and building on their pathways, trails, and cycling
master plans. The plan can be downloaded online at
www.walkandrollpeel.ca/reports.
3. Targeted
and
proactive
adaptation
actions

3.1 - Undertake specific initiatives, such as implementing best
practices related t o urban forestry, which are intended to maintain
and restore natural habitats, as well as trees and naturalized spaces
within the urban system.

The Peel Urban Forest Strategy was endorsed by Council on October
13, 2011 (Resolution 2011-987). The purpose of the Strategy is to
provide the framework and strategic direction for the protection and
enhancement of the urban forest. Staff is currently working to implement
actions in the urban forest strategy in collaboration with area
municipalities and conservation authorities.
3.3 - Develop a near urban food production strategy t o identify areas
for local food production to help address food security and support
small scale local food production in urban and rural areas of Peel.

The Golden Horseshoe Food and Farming Action Plan, endorsed by
Regional Council on February 9, 2012 (Resolution 2012-271), supports
economic development, land use planning, agriculture production as well
as public health and nutrition initiatives in relation to the food and farming
sector. The Action Plan contains a vision and five opportunities. One of
these opportunities, is to "...educate current and future consumers about
the importance of locally sourced food and farming products for
enhancing their health and well-being".

I
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4.1 -Work in partnership to develop guidance for a corporate
sustainable procurement strategy to improve quality of products to
minimize waste.

4. Making the
shift to a
green
economy

I

Partners in Project Green is working with Greening Greater Toronto to
drive sustainable purchasing decisions through Commitment to Buy
Green program. The following resources have been developed:
- The Green Purchasing Guide - a resource for organizations that are
looking to develop and operationalize a green procurement program.
- Case Study Collection - case studies on public and private sector
organizations that highlight green procurement in action.
Green Procurement Document Hub - a database of resources to help
organizations implement their green procurement program, including
policy and procurement templates.
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5. Increasing
awareness
and level of
engagement
throughout
Peel

6. Ongoing
research and
adaptive risk
management

5.3 -Work with partners t o increase community awareness and level
of engagement about climate change impacts.

To increase community awareness and level of engagement about
climate change impacts, the Region of Peel has partnered with the City of
Mississauga to launch a public awareness campaign aimed at promoting
acts of green, and at rewarding residents for taking a pledge towards
green actions. Entitled Let Your Green Show, the public awareness
campaign will be officially launched in July 2012.
6.1 - Collect data on criteria air contaminant t o implement air quality
monitoring and modelling program t o track changes i n air quality
associated with climate change.

In 201 1, Regional Council approved the implementation of an air shed
modeling and monitoring program for the common air pollutants (PM,
NOx/N02, 03,SOz and VOCs) across the Region. The program will
provide community level information on air quality across Peel to
determine the contribution of different sources of air pollution. Information
gained from the program will help inform better land use and
transportation policies as well as educational and communication
strategies.

