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OBJECTIVE
To update Council on the 2012 activities and accomplishments of the Peel Agricultural Advisory
Working Group (PAAWG).

In 2012 the Peel Agricultural Advisory Working Group:
o Continued to approve grant applications under the Peel Rural Water Quality Program,
allocating a total of $36,620.00 in funding towards seven rural water quality projects;
these projects also leveraged $83,535.22 in additional contributions from the project
proponents and other funders
o Reviewed and commented on Region of Peel projects
o Promoted and participated in the Grown in Peel initiative

DISCUSSION
I. Purpose and Background
The purpose of this report is to provide a 2012 progress update and information on the Peel
Agricultural Advi.sory Working Group (PAAWG).
PAAWG was established in 1997, under resolution 97-249, to create a closer link between
the agricultural community and the Region of Peel. PAAWG assists the Region in its efforts
to protect agricultural lands and promote the agricultural industry in Peel. Credit Valley
Conservation (CVC) and Toronto and Region Conservation (TRCA) became partners with
PAAWG in 2004 for the seamless delivery of the Peel Rural Water Quality Program
(PRWQP).
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2. PAAWG 2012 Highlights
In 2012 PAAWG undertook the following activities:
a) Consultation on Region of Peel Projects
i) Census of Agriculture
The Census of Agriculture provides information on trends and changes to the
agricultural sector in Peel and the GTA. PAAWG members were provided with an
overview of the 2011 Census of Agriculture results and provided feedback on which
data sets would be most desirable for inclusion on the Peel Data Centre.
ii) Region of Peel Water Projects
PAAWG members had the opportunity to review and comment on the aled don East
Additional Water Supply and Storage Municipal Class Environmental Assessment.
Members were encouraged to provide comments and attend Public Information
Centres.
b) Land Evaluation and Area Review (LEAR) Study and Minimum Distance
Separation (MDS) Review
PAAWG members reviewed and commented on the Scope of Work for the LEAR study
and MDS review project that is being undertaken jointly by the Region of Peel and the
Town of Caledon. The purpose of the LEAR study is to provide technical
recommendations for the identification and mapping of prime agricultural areas in Peel
Region. The MDS review will assess how the MDS formulae are applied in the Town of
Caledon and will be used to inform comments to the Province on the next five year
provincial review of MDS policies and guidelines. PAAWG was also formally established
as the agricultural review committee for the LEAR study including staff representatives
from the Ministry of Agriculture and Food, CVC and TRCA. The purpose of this
committee is to ensure that the agricultural community, agency staff and Regional staff
collectively provide input on components of the LEAR process and evaluations.

c) Grown in Peel
'Grown in Peel' is a guide to local food in Peel Region and was developed through a
partnership between the Integrated Planning Division and Public Health. The guide
promotes local agriculture and helps to connect producers with consumers. It also
supports Public Health's efforts to increase residents' access to safe, healthy food.
PAAWG representatives continued to collaborate with ~ e ~ i o n staff
a l to develop the
2012 Grown in Peel guide. 2012 saw the addition of a new farm and a new farmers'
market. Two new program features were also added, including a web based application
process and a "History of Farming in Peel" slideshow on the Grown in Peel website
featuring photos provided by the Peel Art Gallery Museum and Archives. Approximately
20,385 copies of the 2012 edition were distributed across Peel Region with the help of
over I 0 0 community partners, including area municipalities (through libraries, recreation
centres etc.), Regional Councillors, educational institutions, community resource
centres, agricultural associations and various organizers of local events. The Grown in
Peel website was visited approximately 13,000 times in 2012.
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d) Greater Toronto Area Agriculture Action committee & The Golden Horseshoe
Food and Farming Action Plan, 2021
PAAWG was provided with updates on the activities being undertaken by the Greater
Toronto Area Agriculture Action Committee (GTA AAC). PAAWG was also updated on
the formation of the Golden Horseshoe Food and Farming Alliance (GH F&F Alliance)
and implementation planning for the tasks outlined in the Golden Horseshoe Food and
Farming Action Plan, 2021. PAAWG continues to provide input on a range of agricultural
initiatives through these regional partnerships.
e) Caledon Alternative Land Use Services (ALUS) Program
PAAWG had the opportunity to learn about a new program planned for introduction to
the Caledon agricultural community by the Caledon Countryside Alliance in 2013. ALUS
is a voluntary program that allows for community-led, farmer-delivered conservation
initiatives. Through ALUS, farmers can receive annual payments to conserve and
restore natural f,eatures such as wetlands, creeks, shorelines, native grasses and trees,
and unique ecosystems like tall grass prairie and oak savannah.
ALUS is a national program with projects in Prince Edward Island, Alberta,
Saskatchewan and Ontario. Originally piloted in Norfolk County, Ontario, ALUS has
been expanded with financial support from the Weston Foundation and Ontario Nature
to include four additional pilot communities, including Caledon. Opportunities to discuss
alignment of the Peel Rural Water Quality Program to support the Caledon ALUS
program will be explored in consultation with PAAWG as the pilot develops.

.

f) special Presentations

Ontario Food Cluster Initiative
Town of Caledon Economic Development staff provided PAAWG with an overview of the
Ontario Food Cluster (OFC) initiative. The OFC is a marketing initiative designed to build
international trade and investment opportunities in the agri-food sector of the GTA and
southwestern Ontario. The shared resources available through partnerships such as the
OFC enable municipalities to participate in foreign direct investment programs, resulting
in substantial cost saving opportunities.

1

TRCA Climate and Extreme Weather Resilience Agricultural Pilot
TRCA staff provided PAAWG with an overview of "Keep it Growing in Peel", a new
initiative being undertaken by the TRCA in Peel Region through a partnership of the
Region's Climate Change Strategy. The goal of the program is to provide local
agricultural producers and stakeholders with information on how to plan for and manage
the new opportunities and risks that are likely to emerge as weather trends change in
coming years. This climate study will potentially provide information that can be adapted
and utilized throughout the GTA and Golden Horseshoe region.
PAAWG members (and members of the broader Peel agricultural community) received
an invitation to participate throughout several key areas of the project from January to
December 2013. The results of this project will be shared with other regional partners
through the GTA Agriculture Action Committee and the Golden Horseshoe Food and
Farming Alliance.
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CVC Survey of Landowner Views on Wetland Enhancement and Restoration
CVC staff provided an overview of the results from the farm and rural non-farm survey of
landowners in the Credit River Watershed on perceptions related to wetland
enhancement and restoration. This survey assessed knowledge levels of CVC
educational programs, stewardship opportunities and landowners' willingness to
participate in Ecological Goods & Services payment programs. It also examined the
potential of natural features to have a positive impact on property value.
Results also indicate a gap between people's perceptions of wetland health and the
actual facts on the ground. Wetland health and coverage in the Credit River watershed
are diminishing; however respondents largely shared the belief that the current state of
wetlands was good. This indicates a need for greater outreach and education regarding
wetland health. Overall, the study indicated that with the appropriate program design and
incentives, a large number of landowners in the Credit River watershed would be willing
to participate in a wetland enhancement or restoration program.
Survey results will be used to inform future wetland restoration campaigns. Knowing
which audiences are most receptive to wetland enhancements on their land will allow for
a more focused and effective campaign.
3. Peel Rural Water Quality Program

a) Peel Rural Water Quality Program 2012 Highlights
The Peel Rural Water Quality Program (PRWQP) represents a partnership between the
Region of Peel, CVC and TRCA. By providing technical and financial support, the
PRWQP promotes proactive efforts taken by Peel Region's agricultural community to
implement Beneficial Management Practices (BMPs) that promote environmentally
sustainable land management practices to protect water quality. PAAWG reviews and
recommends approval of project applications made under the PRWQP.
In 2012, PAAWG allocated a total of $36,620.00 in funding towards seven rural water
quality projects. These projects also leveraged $83,535.22 in additional contributions
from the project proponents and other funders. From 2004 through 2012, PAAWG has
allocated $399,535.33 of funding towards 97 rural water quality projects totaling just
under $1.8 million in on-farm stewardship enhancements in Peel.
In 2012 the number of applications to the PRWQP declined, as did the number of
projects and grant dollars administered, when compared with the record year of 2011.
One factor that influenced this decline was changes in funding availability through
partner programs. PRWQP staff initiated a formal review of the program to begin the
process of identifying opportunities to adapt and grow the program going forward.
Promotion of the PRWQP continued throughout 2012 at Peel Region agricultural fairs,
the FarmSMART Expo, regional agricultural workshops and demonstration tours, as well
as through local agricultural associations and the Caledon Enterprise.
b) Peel Rural Water Quality Program Guideline Review
The guidelines for the PRWQP were developed in 2004, when the program launched.
These guidelines outline the process for applying to the PRWQP, set out project
eligibility criteria and establish grant amounts. These guidelines are used by applicants
and Conservation Authority staff when developing projects for funding, as well as by
Regional staff and PAAWG when projects are reviewed.
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Since the program's, inception, the PRWQP guidelines have undergone revisions to
ensure that the program remains current and continues to provide the support needed
for Peel Region's agricultural community to undertake rural water quality projects.
In 2012, the Region of Peel, TRCA and CVC hosted a workshop with the agricultural
community and past participants of the PRWQP to identify both program strengths and
opportunities for continued growth. A summary report was prepared and presented to
PAAWG on November 22, 2012. Program staff will be reviewing the results of the
analysis in 2013 and developing a set of suggested revisions to be presented to PAAWG
for consideration.
CONCLUSION
The Peel Agricultural Advisory Working Group continues to facilitate and enhance the
relationship between the Region, agricultural groups and community members within Peel.
PAAWG remains a valuable contributor to realizing the agricultural goals and policies of the
Region.

Norma Trim
Chief Administrative Officer
and Commissioner of Corporate Services
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D. Szwarc, Chief Administrative Officer
For further information regarding this report, p ease contact Arvin Prasad at extension 4251 or
via email at an/in.prasad@peelregion.ca
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