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ACT FOR C L E A N WATER \-

August 23,2013
Carol Reid
Regional Clerk
Regional Municipality of Peel
10 Peel Centre Drive, 5th Floor
Brampton, ON
L6T 489
Dear Carol Reid,
FOR THE ATTENTION OF COUNCIL
CTC Source Water Protection Program Update

As Chair of the CTC Source Protection Region I am writing to Council t o provide you with information on the
current status and next steps as we continue to move forward with our municipal partners under the direction
of the Province to prepare for implementation of source protection plans. Should Council wish further
information or have questions, we would be pleased to assist in addressing your needs.
Backaround
The Ontario Clean WaterAct, 2006 and the associated Regulations directed the formation of the CTC Source
Protection Committee as one of 19 committees which cover most of southern Ontario and parts of northern
Ontario. The mandate of each Committee is to develop a science-based Source Protection Plan for each Source
Protection Area within the Source Protection Region to ensure the protection of municipal drinking water
sources from existing and future threat activities located within the boundaries of the Source Protection Area.
The Source Protection Plan
Under the Clean Water Act, 2006, the CTC Source Protection Committee was required to develop policies
which address significant drinking water threats as identified in the Assessment Reports for each of the three
Source Protection Areas in the Region. The Committee also has the option of developing policies to address
moderate and low threats.
On October 22,2012, after extensive consultation, the CTC Source Protection Authorities (SPAS)submitted the
Proposed Source Protection Plans to the Ministry of the Environment. The Authorities expect that Ministry
comments will be received by the end of 2013 at which point the CTC SPASmay amend and re-consult, if
required, on the proposed plans and re-submit to the Ministry for approval. Once the plans are approved,
municipalities will be responsible for implementation of certain policies in the Plan. Policies to protect drinking
water from future threats come into effect immediately upon approval. Policies to protect drinking water from
existing threats will come into force between 18 months and 5 years after plan approval, depending on the
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Implementation Readiness
While the CTC waits for comments, our staff has been working continuously with its municipalities in
supporting municipal preparations for implementation. As the level of "readiness" varies within the CTC SPR,
the CTC is targeting this support by municipality. Staff of the CTC Source Protection Region has had a series of
discussions with Region of Peel staff as well as with Mark Schiller your municipal representative on the
Committee t o determine the support that we can provide to help your municipality to prepare fgr
implementations.Attached is an update, outlining how the CTC SPR is supporting implementation readiness
activities in Peel Region. Also enclosed is information regarding Council obligations under the Safe Drinking
WaterAct amendments of 2012 regarding "Standard of Care" as well as source water protection obligations
contained the 2011 building code amendments.
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We are also requesting an implementation readiness update from Peel Region staff by October 18,2013 to
help the CTC SPR further
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sent via email only
Beverley Thorpe, Project Manager CTC Source Protection Committee
Mark Schiller, RMO, CTC Source Protection Committee Representativefor Peel Region
Syeda Banuri, Project Manager, Region of Peel
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August 23,2013

FOR THE ATTENTION OF COUNCIL
RE: Update to the Region of Peel regarding lmplementation Readiness Activities and
Request for Information
Pursuant to the Clean Water Act, 2006, and Ontario Regulation 287/07

The CTC Source Protection Plan
Under the Clean WaterAct, 2006, the CTC Source Protection Committee (SPC) is required to develop
policies which address significant drinking water threat activities which exist now or may exist in the
future in vulnerable areas around municipal drinking water supplies. These areas and the threats have
been identified in the previously prepared and provincially approved Assessment Report for each Source
Protection Area. The Proposed Source Protection Plan containing the policies for'the CTC Source
Protection Region was submitted t o the Minister of the Environment on October 22,2012 and is
awaiting comments. It can be accessed at www.ctcswg.ca.
Comments from Ministry of the Environment staff are anticipated in the falllwinter of 2013. At that
time, if substantial amendments t o the Plan are proposed that impact the Region of Peel, we will consult
with you on the amendments to the Plan.
Transition t o Implementation
The program is now in a transition phase between Plan approval and implementation. During this
transition period (January 2013 to March 2014)) the Province has funded the CTC Source Protection
Region t o undertake work to support municipalities within its jurisdiction to prepare for readiness to
implement the Source Protection Plan.
The Region of Peel is very advanced in preparation for implementing the Source Protection Plan. CTC
staff continues t o be in contact with Regional staff to share information. Mark Schiller, Director of Water
for the Region is the member of the Source Protection Committee and is the Risk Management Official
for the Region. He and his staff are aware of CTCJsimplementation readiness activities.
Support for implementation in the Region of Peel
The CTC is supporting implementation readiness of the Source Protection Plan in the Region of Peel
through the launch of a new online interactive policy mappingtool. Building on the mapping that was so
useful at public open houses, the interactive map allows the user to determine if policies apply to a
specific property and if yes, link to relevant policies. It uses GIs layers of the vulnerable areas and
overlays policy information on top. Thus, a user will be able to see both if the property is in an area t o
which policies apply, and if it is, which policies will apply. The user can click on the popup link and read a
summary of the types of activities which would be considered significant threats and would be subject
to policies. A link is also provided t o the pertinent page of the Proposed Plan. The tool can be found at
the CTC SPR website at www.ctcswe.ca. When policies are approved, the mapping tool will be updated
to link t o the approved policies.
Timelines t o Implement after Plan Approval
The proposed policies have specific timelines which will govern when municipalities must begin to
enforce polices after approval of the Source Protection Plan. For example, it is proposed that most
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"future" policies must be complied with immediately while policies for existing threats must be
complied with between 180 days and 5 years, depending on the tool used to implement the policy..
The exception to this timeline relates t o the 2011 amendments to the Building Code to support Source
Water Protection. Municipalities are now obligated to undertake actions to comply, irrespective of the
date of approval of any source protection plan policies. Effective January 1,2011, the Ontario Building
Code was amended by Ontario Regulation 315110 to establish and govern mandatory on-site sewage
system maintenance inspections to support the implementation of the Clean WaterAct, 2006 (CWA).
Septic inspections are required within a 100m radius of a municipal well (Well Head Protection Area A
(WHPA-A)), and where the vulnerability score of a parcel is equal t o 10 in a WHPA-B. The mapping for
these areas is identified in the Approved Assessment Reports. The timeline for completion of these
inspections is 5 years from the approval of the Assessment Reports. In the CTC.that date is January 2017.
The CTC Source Protection Plan proposes that these inspections be prioritized "based on systems that
pose the greatest risk to sources of drinking water, such as the oldest systems or those in any of the
areas of highest vulnerability." Municipal councils should ensure that their respective Chief Building
Official has the necessary plans in place to complete these inspections.
Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA)
As part of the legislative framework t o ensure that municipal drinking water quality is maintained at a
high standard to protect public safety, the province enacted the Safe Drinking Water Act. The purpose of
the Safe Drinking Water Act is to protect human health through the control and regulation of drinking
water systems and drinking water testing.

Of particular importance to members of Council is Section 19 of the Safe Drinking Water Act - Statutory
Standard of Care which came into force on December 31,2012. This section of the SDWA expressly
extends legal responsibility to people with decision-making authority over municipal drinking water
systems, including but not limited to members of municipal councils. Under subsection 19 (1)of the
SDWA -a municipal council must meet the test of having (a) "exercised the level of care, diligence and a
skill....that a reasonably prudent person would be expected to exercises in that situation or (b) acted
honestly, competently and with integrity, with a view t o ensuring the protection and safety of the users
of the municipal drinking water system."
A "Standard of Care -Safe Drinking Water Act" training course is also available through the Walkerton
Clean Water Centre (WCWC). This course assists mayors, councillors and municipal officials with
oversight responsibility for drinking water systems to better understand the SDWA standard of care
requirements. For more information, visit the Centre's website at www.wcwc.ca or call 1-866-515-0550.
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Region of Peel State of "Readiness" Request for Status
The CTC SPC would like to request that Region of Peel staff prepare a brief description of the steps that
they have undertakento date t o prepare for implementation. A template is being provided under
separate cover to your staff t o facilitate $he response. It would be most appreciated if a reply could be
forwarded by October 18,2013.

Should you or your Council require further information please discuss your needs with your municipal
representative, Mark Schiller, or Beverley Thorpe, CTC Project Manager (bthoroe@trca.on,ca, 416-6616600 extension 5752) and we will be pleased t o provide the necessary information.
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