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Schedule “A”
To By-law 70-2004
REGIONAL OFFICIAL PLAN AMENDMENT 11 - 
AMENDMENT TO HUMAN SERVICES PLANNING POLICIES

PART A – THE PREAMBLE

1.
Purpose of the Amendment:


The purpose of the Amendment is to update the human services planning policies in the Region of Peel Official Plan to address human services issues resulting from rapid growth and shifting demographic patterns, and to respond to changing Provincial legislation and initiatives in human services areas.

2. Location:

This Amendment applies throughout the Regional Municipality of Peel.

3. Basis:

Regional Council adopted the Regional Official Plan (ROP) on July 11, 1996 through By-law 54-96.  The ROP is a key planning document of the Region Municipality of Peel covering all aspects of Regional operations and planning.

The Planning Act requires that, not less frequently than five years, Council needs to determine the need for a revision to the Official Plan.

During the Special Council Meeting held on March 21, 2002, Regional Council directed staff to review the ROP by examining four focus areas as part of a Regional Official Plan Strategic Update (ROPSU). Human services planning in the ROP is one of the focus areas.

ROP Human Service Planning policies are found in several sections of the ROP including:

· Chapter 5 Regional Structure: Section 5.5 – Housing; 

· Chapter 6 Regional Services: Sub-section 6.1.1- Purpose and Section 6.2- Human Services; and 

· Chapter 7 Implementation: Sections 7.4 – Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design, 7.5 – Emergency Measures and 7.8 – Regional Finances. 

The driving forces behind the need to amend Human Services Planning policies in the ROP are:

· Responding to changing provincial legislation and initiatives;

· Addressing human services issues resulting from rapid growth and shifting demographic patterns, such as an aging population and increasing multiculturalism; 
· Addressing increasing fiscal pressures associated with the provision of human services;

· Focusing on the Region’s mandate; and

· Responding to input from key human services stakeholders including area municipalities.

This amendment also changes the glossary by deleting the definition of “Assisted Housing” and adding the definitions of “Social Housing”, “Affordable Housing” and “Disability” to reflect policy changes.

 PART B – THE AMENDMENT 

All of the Amendment entitled PART B – THE AMENDMENT, consisting of the attached policy and Glossary constitute the Amendment 11 to the Regional of Peel Official Plan 1996.

A. Chapter 5: Regional Structure 

Section 5.5: Housing

The Region of Peel Official Plan Section 5.5 Housing is hereby amended by the following:

1. Deletion of Policy 5.5.2.3 to be replaced by the following:

“Encourage and support the efforts by the area municipalities to plan for a range of densities and forms of housing affordable to all households, including moderate and lower income households, enabling all Peel residents to remain in their communities.”

B. Chapter 6: Regional Services 

Sub-Section 6.1.1 Purpose

The Region of Peel Official Plan Sub-Section 6.1.1 Purpose is hereby amended by the following:

The table after  “Regional services currently include” is amended by the addition of “GO Transit”, “Assessment services” and “GTA pooling” under “Financial Contribution to”; and

the deletion of the bullets “The Regional Museum, Art Gallery, Archives and Heritage Complex”, “Land Division Committee” and “Emergency measures services” under “Other Services”; and 

the deletion of all bullets under “Health Services”, “Social Services”, “Police Services”, and “Assisted Housing” to be replaced by the following:

“Ambulance and Emergency Programs:

· Land ambulance services

· 9-1-1 emergency number services

· Emergency measures planning

· Regional fire co-ordination

Health Services:

· Health protection
· Health promotion
· Disease prevention
· Long-term care facilities
Police Services:

· Emergency and call response

· Investigation

· Highway Traffic Act enforcement

· Community partnerships and problem solving

· Community education

· Funding OPP in Caledon

Social Services:

· Social assistance and employment programs 

· Management of child care system, including child care subsidies
· TransHelp for people unable to access regular transit

· Homelessness outreach program

· Intake screening services for Ontario Works in Centre West Ontario

· Special needs resourcing for children

· Community programs funding

Housing and Property Services:

· Social Housing funding/administration

· Social Housing development and property management

· Promotion and support of Affordable Housing

· Homelessness and housing initiatives

· Peel Heritage Complex program” 

C. Chapter 6: Regional Services 



Section 6.2: Regional Human Services 

The Region of Peel Official Plan Section 6.2 Regional Human Services is hereby amended by the following:

1
Deletion of Preamble to be replaced by the following:

“Individuals’ needs in Peel Region vary with age, income, ability, skills, background and interests. People’s expectations for basic material needs (e.g. housing), public safety, health and social supports vary throughout their lives. 

The Region is responsible for planning, delivering and/or contributing to the funding of a wide range of human services, including health services, social services, housing, ambulance and emergency programs and police. 

Collectively, human services constitute a major component of the Region’s responsibilities and budgets, and therefore human services need to be appropriately addressed in Regional planning policy.

Because of the relationship between safe, accessible and healthy communities, development growth and human services, the co-ordination of the provision of human services should include consideration of the objectives and policies in this Plan focused on improving the quality of life of all people in Peel.”

2
Objective 6.2.1.1 is amended by the deletion of the word “adequate,” before the word “efficient.”

3 Deletion of Objective 6.2.1.2 to be replaced by the following:

“To contribute to safe, accessible and healthy communities where people of all ages, backgrounds and capabilities can meet their needs throughout the various stages of their lives by providing opportunities for emotional, physical and socio-economic well-being.”

4 Deletion of Policy 6.2.2.1 to be replaced by the following:

“Ensure Regional human service facilities and programs are provided in a manner consistent with the needs of present and future populations in Peel, based on a changing population age structure, multicultural and ethnic diversity, disability, and in keeping with the Region’s financial objectives.”

5 Deletion of Policy 6.2.2.2 with renumbering of subsequent policies.

6 Policy 6.2.2.3 is renumbered as 6.2.2.2 and is amended by the deletion of the phrase “to assisted housing, health services, and social housing” at the end of the sentence to be replaced by the phrase “where appropriate, for Regionally funded or delivered services.”

7 Deletion of Policy 6.2.2.4 to be replaced by the following (this Policy is numbered as 6.2.2.3):

“Develop a strategy, to facilitate the co-ordination and planning of Regional human services and Regional finances with the relevant objectives and policies in this Plan, such as Regional Structure and Implementation policies, through a collaborative and consultative process that includes all of the appropriate stakeholders, such as senior governments, the area municipalities, school boards, appropriate agencies and commissions, and which is consistent with Regional and area municipal growth management initiatives.”

8 Addition of Policy 6.2.2.4 as follows:

"Encourage the area municipalities to take into account the availability and location of existing and future human services and access to public transit when considering and revising secondary plans, and to have regard for the impact of such plans, on the provision of human services in an effective, efficient and logical fashion, by the Region of Peel."

9 Deletion of Policy 6.2.2.5.

10
6.2.2.6 is renumbered as Policy 6.2.2.16 and modified (refer to Policy 6.2.2.16 for the amendment).

11
Policy 6.2.2.7 is renumbered as Policy 6.2.2.17 and modified (refer to Policy 6.2.2.17 for the amendment).

12
Deletion of Policy 6.2.2.8.

13
Policy 6.2.2.9 is renumbered as Policy 6.2.2.26 and modified (refer to Policy 6.2.2.26 for the amendment).

14 
Addition of Policies 6.2.2.5 - 6.2.2.15 as follows:

6.2.2.5 Ensure that Regional human services facilities are located and designed to be accessible to all people in Peel and are supportive of the Regional Structure policies of this Plan.

6.2.2.6 Advance health promotion and disease prevention as the primary means of achieving people’s best health status.

6.2.2.7 Close the significant gap between the current Public Health service levels and the health needs of Peel residents.

6.2.2.8 Encourage the area municipalities, as part of their site plan and subdivision plan approval processes, to consult with Peel Regional Police to promote safety and security.

6.2.2.9 Encourage the area municipalities to develop appropriate accessibility policies and regulations in their Official Plans, Zoning By-laws, Urban Design Guidelines, and Site Plan Manuals, in accordance with the Ontarians with Disabilities Act.
6.2.2.10 Prepare a Regional Accessibility Plan and review the plan, as required by the Ontarians with Disabilities Act, and make the plan available to the public.
6.2.2.11 Encourage the area municipalities and GO Transit to introduce a greater number of accessible low floor bus routes and other transit accessibility improvements to accommodate the travel needs of persons with disabilities in Peel Region.
6.2.2.12 Support increased co-ordination of transportation services among TransHelp, area municipalities, community-based agencies and taxi companies to provide a collaborative transportation service for persons with disabilities.

6.2.2.13 Ensure that TransHelp eligibility criteria are designed to accommodate the mobility needs of those unable to use conventional transit.
6.2.2.14 Encourage public transit providers to make service accessible to people with disabilities as identified in the Ontarians with Disabilities Act.

6.2.2.15 Maintain, monitor, evaluate and refine the centralized waiting list for all social housing units in Peel Region.

15 Policy 6.2.2.16 is renumbered from Policy 6.2.2.6 and is amended by the deletion of the words “Encourage social housing providers” at the beginning of the sentence to be replaced by the words “Request developers of affordable housing, including social and special needs housing, and their funding partners” and the deletion of the phrase “so that opportunities for assisted housing units can be assured throughout Peel” at the end of the sentence to be replaced by “to ensure an appropriate and equitable distribution of affordable housing throughout Peel.”

16 Policy 6.2.2.17 is renumbered from Policy 6.2.2.7 and is amended by the deletion of the phrase “preparing policies to create opportunities for assisted and special needs housing” at the end of the sentence to be replaced by the phrase “creating and maintaining appropriate opportunities for the provision of affordable housing, including social and special needs housing.”

17 Addition of Policy 6.2.2.18 – 6.2.2.25 as follows:


6.2.2.18 
Develop a Peel Housing Strategy, including affordable housing, social housing and special needs housing components, in collaboration with appropriate stakeholders, including the area municipalities. This Strategy should include a component on advocacy to promote housing issues and to address housing needs.


6.2.2.19
Ensure that housing growth is co-ordinated with the delivery of the necessary physical and human services to support such growth, through the joint implementation of appropriate growth management strategies by the Region, the area municipalities, school boards, appropriate agencies and commissions.

6.2.2.20
Through the use of various initiatives, including the Region of Peel Municipal Housing Facility By-law, develop policies and programs to facilitate partnerships with the area municipalities and the private and non-profit housing sectors to develop new affordable housing in Peel Region.


6.2.2.21 
Encourage the provision and maintenance of an adequate supply of affordable rental and ownership housing to meet the diverse needs of all Peel residents, in partnership with the area municipalities, non-profit and private providers, and through the effective use of all available and appropriate affordable housing programs and housing rehabilitation funding sources.


6.2.2.22
Facilitate the provision of rent-geared-to income components within housing program initiatives and develop a plan for the allocation of rent-geared-to-income subsidies. 


6.2.2.23
Promote and encourage housing and shelter initiatives that offer residents stability through life-skills training and development programs. 


6.2.2.24
Create and implement a comprehensive support plan to help those who are homeless or on the verge of being homeless. 


6.2.2.25
Promote public awareness and understanding of human services issues and address all related needs. 

18
Policy 6.2.2.26 is renumbered from Policy 6.2.2.9 and is amended by the deletion of the word “standards” at the end of the sentence to be replaced by the word “needs;” and the addition of the words “and to fulfill the statutory requirements for the provision of adequate and effective policing.” at the end of the sentence.

19
Addition of Policy 6.2.2.27 as follows:


“In addition to the policies in this section, support the adequate provision of human services through the Housing policies as set out in Section 5.5, the Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design policies as set out in Section 7.4 and the Emergency Measures policies as set out in Section 7.5 of this Plan.”

D. Chapter 7: Implementation


Section 7.4: Crime Prevention Through Planning Design

The Region of Peel Official Plan Section 7.4 Crime Prevention Through Planning Design is hereby amended by the following:

1
Section 7.4 Crime Prevention Through Planning Design is amended by the deletion of the word “Planning” from the section title to be replaced by the word “Environmental.”

E. Chapter 7: Implementation


Section 7.5 Emergency Measures

The Region of Peel Official Plan Section 7.5 Emergency Measures is hereby amended by the following:

1
Policy 7.5.2.1 is amended by the addition of the phrase “and coordinate such efforts with the area municipalities and emergency response agencies” at the end of the sentence.

F. Chapter 7: Implementation


Section 7.8 Regional Finances

The Region of Peel Official Plan Section 7.8 Regional Finances is hereby amended by the following:

1
The preamble is amended by the addition of the words “and human services” following the word “infrastructure” and “air quality enhancement/protection” after the words “water resources” at the fourth paragraph.

2
Objective 7.8.1.2 is amended by the deletion of the word “mill” before word “rate” to be replaced by the words “tax and.”

3
Policy 7.8.2.4 is amended by the deletion of the word “and school boards” after the words “area municipalities” to be replaced by the words “school boards, appropriate agencies, boards and commissions.”

4
Policy 7.8.2.5 is amended by the deletion of the phrase “school boards and agencies to ensure infrastructure and operational efficiencies” at the end of the sentence to be replaced by “and appropriate stakeholders, such as school boards, appropriate agencies and commissions to ensure capital and operational efficiencies.”

5 Policy 7.8.2.11 is amended by the deletion of the phrase “with input from the area municipalities and other appropriate government agencies” to be replaced by the phrase “in consultation with the area municipalities and other agencies”; and

the addition of the words “and human services” after the word “infrastructure” under the fifth bullet; and 

the deletion of the phrase “including transportation, water, sewer, police, and community and health services” after the words “servicing costs” to be replaced by the phrase “including transportation, water, wastewater, and community and human services” under item a).

6
Policy 7.8.2.12 is amended by the addition of the word “financing” after the word 
“front-end”.

G. Glossary

1 
Deletion of “Assisted Housing” in Glossary.
Addition of the definitions of “Affordable Housing” and “Social Housing” as follows:

Affordable Housing: housing that is currently defined in the Region of Peel Municipal Housing Facility By-Law, in compliance with the minimum provincial legislative requirements, as those housing units for which the average rent for each unit classified by unit size, inclusive of monthly charges for hydro, heat and water is less than or equal to the average Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC) rent for units within the Region for that unit size.

Social Housing (sometimes referred to as “assisted”, “subsidized” or “rent-geared-to income” housing): housing that is a sub-set of “Affordable Housing”.  It refers to housing units provided under a variety of federal and provincial housing programs by the municipal non-profit housing corporation (Peel Living) and private non-profit and co-operative non-profit housing corporations.  Residents in rent-geared-to-income units in social housing portfolios pay no more than 30% of their annual gross household income for rent.   It also refers to housing units within the private rental sector, including the above ‘affordable housing”, where a rent-geared-to income subsidy is provided through a rent supplement agreement with the landlord.

2
Addition of the definitions of “Disability” as follows:
Disability: The Ontarians with Disabilities Act adopts the broad definition for disability that is set out in the Ontario Human Rights Code.

Disability is: 

1.  any degree of physical disability, infirmity, malformation or disfigurement that is caused by bodily injury, birth defect or illness and, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, includes diabetes mellitus, epilepsy, a brain injury, any degree of paralysis, amputation, lack of physical coordination, blindness or visual impediment, deafness or hearing impediment, muteness or speech impediment, or physical reliance on a guide dog or other animal or on a wheelchair or other remedial appliance or device; 

2.  a condition of mental impairment or a developmental disability; 

3.  a learning disability, or a dysfunction in one or more of the processes involved in understanding or using    symbols or spoken language; 

4.  a mental disorder; or 

5.  an injury or disability for which benefits were claimed or received under the insurance plan established under the Workplace Safety and Insurance Act, 1997. 
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