
Lancaster Public School, a JK-5 school in Malton,
sits on the top of the Peel District School Board’s
Social Risk Index. And from the outside, it would be
pretty easy to see their proverbial glass as half-empty.

But take one step inside and you’ll be stunned by
what you see. 

At Lancaster, it’s all about community. Teachers,
parents, administrators, students and partners like
Peel Public Health work together to create a network of
support. And the results are nothing short of amazing.

Parental involvement is critical to Lancaster’s success.
Despite the challenges of being new to Canada or
English language learners, parents at Lancaster are
highly engaged in their children’s education and
equally active in supporting the school and each other.

When the school community noticed some children
were coming to school without enough food for lunch,
they worked with community partners to introduce
a twice-a-week hot lunch program. Now – for a
nominal fee – more than 100 students participate.
And parent volunteers even come in and make
food from their own cultures!

When the school opened its doors as a summer hub,
some 50-plus parents and caregivers showed up
each day – with kids in tow – to take part in learning
opportunities that ranged from healthy nutrition 
and parenting to physical activity, including parent-
child yoga.

And when new parents move into the Lancaster
community, they are received with open arms and

given special Welcome Bags and other supports,
including kindergarten orientation in both Hindi
and English, education programs and more. 

With the help of Peel Public Health, Lancaster has
introduced a wide range of healthy living initiatives
for children and parents. Daily Physical Activity
contests and walking clubs encourage students to
get active. Nutrition programs and events have
helped feed hungry kids and teach parents and
children about healthy eating. Bullying prevention
programming promotes positive behaviours and
helps support a safe climate for learning. 

And like Eagle Plains Public School (featured earlier
in this book), the Lancaster school community was
very active in Peel Public Health’s Turn Off the
Screens program. Across Malton, parents and 
children turned off their televisions, video games
and computers for an entire week. And they turned
on to physical activity and reading! 

The hard work at Lancaster is really paying off. 
The school was honoured as one of the Province 
of Ontario’s first Schools on the Move, a program
that celebrates and honours schools that, among
other things, are "beating the odds" to improve 
student learning.

It’s an honour that reflects the commitment to 
excellence of teachers and school administration,
the achievement of students and the involvement
and engagement of parents and community partners
in the daily life of the school.

The glass is always half-full at Lancaster. 

Looks sure can be deceiving.

Beating the odds…together.
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“Networks of support and the creation of a sense of community
within the school are the keys to the success of Lancaster families.”  

Marlyne King, Principal, Lancaster Public School and Early Years Hub
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