
Sounds almost impossible. But not in southwest 
Mississauga.

The seed for the Clarkson Community at Peace 
initiative in the Clarkson community of schools was
planted by one parent’s concern over traffic and safety
issues at a single school – Willow Glen Public. 

That concern turned into a program – Walking
Wednesdays – which was coordinated by the
school and Peel Public Health. And it included 
a big advocacy push to the community from the
school council. 

Pretty soon, the traffic safety issues around Willow
Glen began to disappear. The school then added
Peel Public Health’s P.A.L.S. (Playground Activity
Leaders in Schools) program to the mix to increase
physical activity, promote leadership and reduce
bullying. And the students were soon safer, healthier
and – best of all – more engaged in the classroom.

Excited by the results they saw, the parents, school
staff and Peel Public Health started looking at ways to
reach beyond their school into the larger community.
After all, the kids from Willow Glen interacted
often and were friends with children from other
area schools.

It made sense.

Peel Public Health introduced the idea of a 
community-wide peace initiative to the staff and 
the school council at Willow Glen – and they took 
it to the next step. 

They talked to a few parents here and a few more
there – even community agencies, settlement workers
and other interested community members, too. 

It was an easy sell – who wouldn’t want a safe and
supportive environment for their kids? 

Pretty soon, a Steering Committee was struck for the
entire community of schools, including Willow Glen,
Hillside Middle, Elmcrest, Clarkson Secondary, 
St. Louis and St. Helen’s. Together with Peel Public
Health, they started to look at issues and concerns
within their schools and the community. And they’ve
started to work together to develop the right kind of
supports and services for their neighbourhoods, too.

It’s safe to say their vision and drive is starting 
to galvanize the community. A Parent Resource 
Library was launched at Elmcrest in June 2008.
Peel Public Health’s P.A.L.S. program was introduced
in several of the schools. Newcomer supports are
being established. And after-school programs for
children and youth have been set up at the Clarkson
Community Centre and Library. 

The children of the Clarkson community now have 
a much safer place to learn, play and achieve.
And they’re becoming strong leaders and even 
better citizens.

It all started because a few strong parents took the
time. And they reached out to a few more. And
then to the community. 

And so on. 

Can a small handful of people change their world with a bit of
passion and a whole lot of enthusiasm?

And they’ll tell two friends…
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“Peel Public Health supplied resources, time, energy,
ideas…and worked really hard as a team…to put together 
a program that really worked for our school community.”

Stephanie Wynham, Parent Council Chair (2007), 
Willow Glen Public School
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