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What is 20K Homes? 

 The 20,000 Homes Campaign (20K Homes) is a 

national movement of communities working together 

to permanently house 20,000 of Canada’s most 

vulnerable homeless individuals by July 1, 2018.  

 

 In Peel, 20K Homes is being led by a coalition of 

service providers named the Peel Alliance to End 

Homelessness (PAEH). 

 



Peel Alliance to End Homelessness 

o St. Leonard’s Place Peel 

o Salvation Army Peel 
Shelter & Housing Services 

o Peel Poverty Reduction 
Strategy 

o Peel Homelessness 
Partnering Strategy  

o Our Place Peel 

o Supportive Housing in Peel 

o Caledon Community 
Services 

o Peel Poverty Action Group  

o Peel Outreach Team 
(CMHA Peel) 

 

 Chaired by the United Way of Peel Region 

 PAEH members are: 



Registry Week 

 The Registry Week is the first step in 20K Homes. It 

is a comprehensive process to identify as many 

individuals experiencing homelessness as possible.  

 Coordinated teams canvass shelters, streets, and 

other pre-determined areas, and conduct a survey 

with individuals who are homeless. 

 The VI-SPDAT 2.0 tool was used as the survey tool. 

It helps determine the acuity of the individual’s 

homelessness. 

 



Registry Week Sample Size 

 455 surveys were conducted capturing those who 

are homeless, as well as those who are precariously 

housed and/or living in poverty. 

 The final report focuses only on those who were 

homeless at the time of the survey, yielding 262 

usable responses. 

 



Registry Week – Demographics 

Sample Size:  

260 respondents 

Sample Size:  

241 respondents 



Registry Week – Demographics 

27.5% reported having struggled with mental health, learning disability, or head 

injury that impacted their living situation. (Sample size: 262 respondents) 

 

43% identified as racialized or visible minority. (Sample size: 234 respondents) 

 

12% identified as Aboriginal or have Aboriginal ancestry. (Sample size: 29 respondents) 

  

12% came to Canada as an immigrant or refugee in the past 5 years.                  

             (Sample size: 239 respondents) 

 

30% moved to Peel Region within the past year. (Sample size: 228 respondents) 

 

 

 



Registry Week – Sheltering 



Registry Week – Length of 
Homelessness 

38% self-identified as 

chronically homeless (homeless 

for 6 or more months in the past 

year) 

 

26% self-identified as 

episodically homeless (three or 

more episodes of homelessness 

in the past year) 



Registry Week - Acuity 

  Acuity speaks to the severity of a presenting issue. In the 
case of an evidence-informed common assessment tool like 
the VI-SPDAT, acuity is expressed as a number with a higher 
number representing more complex, co-occurring issues that 
are likely to impact overall housing stability. 



Registry Week - Acuity 

Total Sample 

VI-SPDAT Scoring Breakdown Percentages 

Mainstream Housing (score 0-3) 25% 

Rapid Rehousing (score 4-7) 45% 

Permanent Supportive Housing (score 8+) 30% 

Chronically Homeless Sample 

VI-SPDAT Scoring Breakdown Percentages 

Mainstream Housing (score 0-3) 16% 

Rapid Rehousing (score 4-7) 44% 

Permanent Supportive Housing (score 8+) 40% 

Episodically Homeless Sample 

VI-SPDAT Scoring Breakdown Percentages 

Mainstream Housing (score 0-3) 11% 

Rapid Rehousing (score 4-7) 28% 

Permanent Supportive Housing (score 8+) 61% 



20K Homes – Next Steps 

 Registry Week resulted in a large number of 

homeless individuals having their needs assessed. 

 Connecting individuals with permanent stable 

housing and complementary support services based 

on their level of acuity is a primary focus of PAEH. 

 Individuals who are either chronically homeless, 

episodically homeless, or have high acuity will be 

prioritized.  

 Housing placement will be tracked and reported to 

the national 20K Homes campaign. 



Peel Alliance to End Homelessness – Next Steps 

 To help individuals end their homelessness, the 

PAEH is implementing a coordinated homelessness 

system of care. The PAEH’s action plan includes: 

1. Maintaining a “by-name” list that prioritizes homeless 

individuals based on their acuity; 

2. Matching homeless individuals off the “by-name” list 

with available housing and support services in a 

coordinated fashion; 

3. Advocating for the adoption of the VI-SPDAT as a 

common assessment tool for Peel service providers; 

4. Continuing to enumerate the homeless population. 


