Peel Data Centre
What is it?

An ecological footprint (EF) is a measure of the demands that
people place on nature. More specifically, the EF measures
how much biologically productive land and water area is
required to produce all the resources a given population
consumes and absorb the waste that is produced. By looking
at human consumption and comparing it to nature's
productivity, the EF provides a means of estimating the impact
individuals, organizations, cities, regions or nations have on
nature.

The EF of any individual, household or population considers all
of the land and water that is used for crops, roads, grazing,
fishing, buildings and for producing wood products, and
organizes this information into six separate components
(Energy Land, Crop Land, Pasture Land, Forest Land, Sea
Space, and Built Area) to calculate a total ecological footprint
for an individual or community.

Why is it important to you?

Everyday, everyone has an impact on the earth. While this is
not necessarily a bad thing, the size of the impact we have can
quickly lead to an unsustainable balance between our
demands on nature and its ability to supply us with the things
we need to live.
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The Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) in their 2003
report on the Ecological Footprints of Canadian Municipalities
and Regions refers to ecological footprint analysis (EFA) as an
accounting tool and reporting system for measuring progress
towards sustainability.

At the municipal or regional level, EFA is suggested as one of
several performance indicators for measuring community
sustainability.

What is Peel's Ecological
Footprint?

Across Canada, the FCM reported a wide range of footprints in
municipalities from a low of 6.87 hectares per capita in Greater
Sudbury to a high of 9.86 hectares for Calgary. Peel's
ecological footprint is 7.83 hectares per capita and is the sixth
highest in Canada, behind Calgary, Edmonton, Halton, Ottawa
and York. For Peel, this represents 108 per cent of the
Canadian average ecological footprint.

In general, municipalities with larger footprints have higher
household incomes and higher fossil fuel based energy
consumption. Peel scored well in the built area category and
is listed as having one of the lowest per capita built area
footprints of the regions and municipalities that were
measured. Built area is based on provincial urban land use
and infrastructure data and is the land area used to
accommodate homes, roads, utilities, industry and hydro-
electric energy generation.

Overall, Peel's land area is 122,500 hectares. The land area
required to support Peel's ecological footprint is 7,743,439
hectares; therefore, we are clearly placing demands on nature
that exceed our available land area.

To find out more about how Peel compares to other
municipalities across Canada, log onto the Federation of
Canadian Municipalities website (www.fcm.ca) and click on the
link to Ecological Footprint to read their report.
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