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OBJECTIVE 

The purpose of this report is to provide a summary of Population and Dwelling Counts from the 
2006 Census for Peel Region, the area municipalities and upper tier municipalities in the 
Greater Toronto Area (GTA). This report focuses on population and dwelling growth as well as 
changes in the number of people per square kilometre and the number of people per dwelling. 

REPORT HIGHLIGHTS 
Peel's population increased by 17.2 per cent (or 170,457 people) to 1,159,405 people 
between 2001 and 2006. 
The number of occupied private dwellings in Peel increased by 16.3 per cent (or 50,197 
dwellings) to 359,042 from 2001 to 2006. 
Brampton fuelled Peel's growth between 2001 and 2006 - Brampton's population growth 
accounted for over 60 percent of Peel's total population growth, while Brampton's growth 
in occupied private dwellings accounted for just under 60 per cent of Peel's growth in this 
figure. 
In May 2006, Mississauga had the highest population in Peel (with 668,549 people) 
followed by Brampton (with 433,806 people) and Caledon (with 57,050 people). 
Peel had the second highest population in the GTA behind Toronto. 
In the GTA, Peel had the highest absolute population increase from 2001 to 2006 but the 
second highest population percentage increase (behind York). 

DISCUSSION 

1. Background 

Data from the 2006 Census were collected across Canada on May 16, 2006. Population 
and Dwelling Counts (the first data release from the 2006 Census) were made public on 
March 13, 2007. A complete list of 2006 Census release dates for all data categories can 
be found in Appendix II. 

Reports on major Census releases are written by staff as part of the Peel Data Centre 
initiative (which is led by the Planning Department). 



March 26, 2007 '?(--%La- 2 - 

PLANNING POLICY AND RESEARCH 
2006 CENSUS POPULATION AND DWELLING COUNTS FOR PEEL REGION, THE AREA 
MUNICIPALITIES AND UPPER TIER MUNICIPALITIES IN THE GREATER TORONTO AREA 

This report contains information on population and dwelling counts, growth trends and 
changes in density as measured by the number of people per square kilometre and the 
number of people per dwelling for Peel, the area municipalities and the upper tier 
municipalities in the Greater Toronto Area. 

2. Population, Population Growth and Population Density 

a) Peel Region and the Area Municipalities 

According to the 2006 Census, 1,159,405 people were living in Peel in May 2006. From 
2001 to 2006, Peel's population increased by 17.2 per cent, or 170,457 people. Since 
2001, the population of Peel has been steadily increasing at a rate of 34,000 people per 
year. Within Peel, Mississauga had the highest population figure, (with 668,549 people) 
followed by Brampton (with 433,806 people) and Caledon (with 57,050 people). 

Though Mississauga recorded the largest population figure within Peel, Brampton 
experienced the largest population growth rate. In 2001, Brampton's population was 
325,428. By 2006, this figure had increased by a third to 433,806. Population growth in 
Brampton accounted for 63.6 per cent of Peel's total population growth. Caledon's 
population increased from 2001 to 2006 by 12.8 per cent (to 57,050). Mississauga had 
the smallest growth rate in Peel with 9.1 per cent. The fastest growing areas of Peel are 
located in the east and west parts of Brampton, southwest Caledon (Bolton) and 
northwest Mississauga. 

From 1996 to 2006, Mississauga's share of Peel's population decreased while 
Brampton's share of Peel's population increased. In 1996, 63.9 percent of Peel's 
population lived in Mississauga and 31.4 per cent lived in Brampton. By 2006, 
Mississauga's share had decreased to 57.7 per cent and Brampton's share had 
increased to 37.4 per cent. Caledon consistently housed approximately 5 per cent of 
Peel's population during this time period. 

Within Peel, the pace of population growth is increasing in Brampton and decreasing in 
Mississauga and Caledon. From 1996 to 2001, Brampton's population increased by 
21.3 per cent. From 2001 to 2006, Brampton's population increased by 33.3 per cent. 
This is a dramatic increase in the pace of growth. Conversely, Caledon experienced a 
dramatic decrease in the pace of growth. From 1996 to 2001, Caledon's population 
growth was 26.8 per cent. From 2001 to 2006, Caledon's population increased by 12.8 
per cent. Mississauga's population growth rates are declining less dramatically - the 
population increased by 12.6 per cent between 1996 and 2001. This figure fell to 9.1 per 
cent between 2001 and 2006. 

Peel has an average population density of 933 people per square kilometre. This 
number varies significantly between the area municipalities. In Mississauga, there are 
2,317 people per square kilometre. This number is slightly lower in Brampton, where 
there are 1,627 people per square kilometre. In Caledon, there are only 83 people per 
square kilometre. 



March 26, 2007 PL-gy - 3 -  

PLANNING POLICY AND RESEARCH 
2006 CENSUS POPULATION AND DWELLING COUNTS FOR PEEL REGION, THE AREA 
MUNICIPALITIES AND UPPER TIER MUNICIPALITIES IN THE GREATER TORONTO AREA 
(GTA) 

b) The Greater Toronto Area (GTA) 

From 2001 to 2006, the population of the GTA increased by 9 per cent to 5.5 million 
people. Toronto had the highest population (with 2,503,281 people), followed by Peel 
(with 1,159,405 people), York (with 892,712 people), Durham (with 561,258 people), and 
Halton (with 439,256 people). 

York was the fastest growing municipality in the GTA with a growth rate of 22.4 per cent 
from 2001 to 2006. Peel had the second highest growth rate (17.2 per cent) followed 
closely by Halton (with 17.1 per cent). Although Peel had the second highest 
percentage growth rate in the GTA, it ranked highest in absolute population growth. 
From 2001 to 2006, Peel's population increased by 170,457 people, while York's 
population increased by 163,458 people and Halton's population increased by 64,027 
people. Toronto experienced the lowest population percentage growth rate (0.9 per 
cent) and the lowest absolute population increase (21,787) in the GTA. 

Since 1996, the proportion of GTA residents living in each municipality has increased 
everywhere except Toronto. In 1996, Toronto residents comprised 51.5 per cent of the 
population living in the GTA. In 2006, this number decreased to 45.1 per cent. York 
experienced the highest increase in the share of the GTA population - it rose to 16.1 per 
cent from 12.7 per cent during the ten year period between 1996 and 2006. 

Within the GTA, the pace of population growth is increasing or staying constant in every 
municipality except Toronto. From 1996 to 2001, Toronto's population grew by 4.0 
percent. From 2001 to 2006, the population grew by only 0.9 percent. While Toronto is 
still growing, the pace of growth is decreasing. The pace of growth is increasing in 
Halton -from 1996 to 2001, the population increased by 10.4 percent. From 2001 to 
2006, this number jumped to 17.1 percent. Peel experienced a modest increase in the 
pace of population growth - the population grew by 17.2 percent from 2001 to 2006. 
This is slightly higher than the 16.0 percent population increase experienced between 
1996 and 2001. In York and Durham, the 2001 to 2006 population growth rates were 
very similar to the 1996 to 2001 population growth rates. 

On average, there are 780 people per square kilometre in the GTA. Across GTA 
municipalities, this figure varies from a high of 3,972 in Toronto to a low of 222 in 
Durham. Peel has the second highest number of people per square kilometre in the 
GTA (with 933) followed by York (with 507), Halton (with 454) and Durham (with 222). 

Graphs and tables relating to population, population growth and population density in 
Peel Region, the area municipalities and upper tier municipalities in the GTA can be 
found on page 1 of Appendix I. 

3. Dwellings and People Per Dwelling 

a) Peel Region and the Area Municipalities 

In May 2006, there were 359,042 occupied private dwellings in Peel Region. 
Mississauga had the highest number of occupied private dwellings in Peel (214,894) 
followed by Brampton (125,934) and Caledon (18,214). 
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The number of occupied private dwellings in Peel increased 16.3 per cent from 2001 to 
2006. Brampton recorded the highest absolute increase in occupied private dwellings 
(28,379) and the highest percentage increase in occupied private dwellings (29.1 per 
cent) in Peel. 

In Caledon, this figure increased by 13.0 per cent (an absolute increase of 2,099 
dwellings) while in Mississauga this figure rose by 19,714 dwellings to 214,894 - an 
increase of 10.1 per cent. 

Brampton was the only municipality in Peel where the population growth rate (33.3 per 
cent) was higher than the occupied private dwelling growth rate (29.1 per cent). As a 
result, Brampton was also the only municipality where the number of persons per 
dwelling increased. in 2001, there were 3.34 persons per dwelling in Brampton. By 
2006, this figure increased to 3.44. Within Peel, north Mississauga, central Mississauga, 
north Brampton and east Brampton have the highest number of people per dwelling. 

b) The Greater Toronto Area 

The total number of occupied private dwellings in the GTA increased by 10 per cent to 
almost two million from 2001 to 2006. Toronto recorded the highest number of occupied 
private dwellings (with 979,330) followed by Peel (with 359,042), York (with 275,673), 
Durham (with 194,672) and Halton (with 156,947). 

From 2001 to 2006, only York (23.5 per cent) and Halton (17.4 per cent) had higher 
rates of occupied private dwelling growth than Peel. Durham (13.3 per cent) and 
Toronto (3.8 per cent) followed Peel. Though Peel only ranked third in terms of occupied 
private dwelling growth, it had the second highest absolute increase in this figure (with 
50,197 dwellings) behind York (with 52,488 dwellings). 

Peel was the only GTA municipality where the population growth rate was higher than 
the occupied private dwellings growth rate. In Durham, the growth of occupied private 
dwellings outpaced population growth by 2.6 per cent. The number of people per 
dwelling has decreased in every GTA municipality except Peel, where the number of 
people per dwelling increased from 3.20 to 3.23. The number of people per dwelling is 
significantly higher in Peel (3.23) and York (3.24) than it is in the other GTA 
municipalities. Toronto has the lowest number of people per dwelling in the GTA (with 
2.56). 

Graphs and tables relating to dwellings and the number of people per dwelling in Peel 
Region, the area municipalities and upper tier municipalities in the GTA can be found on 
page 2 of Appendix I. 

CONCLUSlON 

Peel is one of the largest, densest, fastest growing municipalities in the GTA. From 2001 to 2006, 
Brampton's population and dwelling increases largely fuelled Peel's growth. The proportion of people 
living in Peel's area municipalities is shifting - Mississauga's share of Peel's population is decreasing 
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while Brampton's share of Peel's population is increasing -only Caledon's share of Peel's population 
is staying constant. Peel had the distinction of being the only GTA municipality where the number of 
persons per dwelling increased. This increase is a result of Brampton's rising number of people per 
dwelling -this figure declined in the other municipalities. 

The population of the GTA increased by almost 500,000 people from 2001 to 2006. Most of this 
growth occurred in the municipalities surrounding Toronto. From 1996 to 2006, Toronto experienced 
a decrease in its share of the GTA population while all other municipalities experienced an increase in 
this figure. Though Toronto has a significantly higher number of people per square kilometre than the 
other GTA municipalities, it also has the lowest number of people per dwelling. 

Nick Tunnacliffe 
Commissioner of Planning 

Approved for Submission: 

D. Szwarc, Chief Administrative Officer 

Authored By: Sarah Cannon 

c. Legislative Services@ 
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2006 Census Release Dates: 

Tuesday March 13, 2007 - Population and dwelling counts 

Tuesday July 17,2007 -Age and sex 

Wednesday September 12, 2007 - Marital status, common-law status, families, 
household formation and dwelling 
characteristics; 

Tuesday December 4, 2007 - Language, immigration, citizenship, mobility and 
migration; 

Tuesday January 15, 2008 -Aboriginal peoples; 

Tuesday March 4, 2008 - Labour market activity, industry, occupation, education, 
language spoken at work, place of work and mode of 
transportation; 

Wednesday April 2, 2008 - Ethnic origin and visible minorities; and, 

Thursday May I ,  2008 - Income, earnings and shelter costs, 




