
What we do on the land is mirrored in the water.
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Teachers, 

As a child, the best times were always when we
were outdoors, breathing the fresh air, and playing
in the Credit River valley. At that early age, the
beauty of this country and the magnitude of the
natural resources were never really foremost in
my mind. As I grew up, education and advice from
teachers and parents taught me to appreciate
the wonders of nature, to become engaged in
our environment and understand how our 
natural resources play a key role in determining
our future. 

Today, as the Commissioner of Public Works 
for the second largest and fastest growing
municipality in Canada, I am even more aware
of the increasing need to respect and sustain 
the natural elements of our environment. The
Region of Peel is responsible for providing 
services to over one million people every day.  
In order to provide these services, we continue to
forge partnerships with residents and businesses,
promoting co-operation, communication, and
environmental stewardship.  

Each day, our water and wastewater treatment
facilities work to ensure that every drop of
water is delivered in its cleanest form for Peel
residents to enjoy. As our Region continues to
grow, it will become even more important that
we continually invest in the infrastructure to
provide state-of-the-art water purification, to

ensure that our drinking water remains plentiful
and healthy. With dedicated and talented staff,
the Region of Peel is able to ensure the delivery of
quality water to our communities and to promote
water efficient programs. However, we cannot do
it alone. Continued support and participation
from the community is important to protecting
our natural environment and communicating
the increasing value of water preservation. 

A key component of our commitment to 
providing environmental protection and stew-
ardship is education. We aim to help educate
residents, particularly our children, through 
our outreach initiatives at home and in school.
Peel’s water-focused school programs include: the
Peel Children’s Water Festival, the Peel EcoFair,
in-class presentations, water treatment facility
tours and now a new water curriculum resource:
The Peel Water Story. 

The Peel Water Story provides valuable tools to
engage, encourage, and educate our children so that
they will become stewards of our environment.
We are confident that this resource will enhance
your existing school program by providing you
with locally-focused information about Peel’s
water systems. The Peel Water Story has much to
offer, from interesting accounts of our common
past to case studies of student action projects
today and hi-tech tools to explore our modern
water systems. 

I would like to thank you for your continued
commitment to our children and for helping
them to become informed friends of the 
environment.  

Thank you. 

Mitch Zamojc
Commissioner of Public Works 
Region of Peel 

Commissioner’s Message
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How to use this
resource

The Peel Water Story (PWS) is a multi-media
resource designed so that each of its parts supports
and enhances the others.  As a cross-curricular
resource, PWS can be used in many ways to sup-
port your existing water-focused programming.

This BOOK contains:

• The Peel Water Story narrative – The history 
of water in Peel from pre-historic times to the
present day, which introduces you to the four
“Big Water Ideas” found throughout the resource.
You will also find K-12 curriculum connection
pages as well as suggestions for relevant water
activities, downloadable from the PWS website.

• Case Studies – A sampling of student 
environmental action projects in Peel.  
More examples can be found on the website.

• Action Guide – A manual for mentoring your 
own action projects, which is also on the website.

• Matrix of online Water Activities – Thirty- 
four water activities are categorized under 
four matrices, each corresponding to a Big 
Water Idea. Here teachers can see the relevance
of each activity to subject areas and grade levels.

A CD-ROM is found in this book. It includes:

• A flyover of Peel’s landscape – This virtual 
tour shows labelled topographical features 
while depicting the size and diversity of Peel’s
natural environment.

• website access – An easy way to boot to the 
PWS website.

The website is found at www.peelwaterstory.ca
and includes:

• The History of Water - A sampling of 
excerpted images and sound clips bring the 
history of water to life. 

• “Big Water Ideas” and Water Activities – 
An online source for recommended educational
water activities, categorized by Big Water 
Idea, subject area, and grade level. 

• The Peel EcoFair – Information about the 
event, how schools can participate at our 
annual showcase of environmental action 
projects, and examples of action projects 
from Peel schools. 

• Action Guide – Our manual for mentoring 
your own action projects. 

• Geographic Information Systems – 
An interactive, online tool that allows teachers
and students to map their school in relation 

to Peel’s human and natural water systems. 
The “Places to Go” page locates dozens of 
potential field trips in Peel Region.

• Resource List – An online list of more 
educational water resources and information 
categorized by media type, including water 
presentations and field trips.

Teachers can use one or all parts of the Peel
Water Story.  Use it to augment your existing
program and bring that sense of wonder to the
classroom that comes with exploring the world
immediately around you.

The Peel Water Story is much more than a book
and a website; it is a door to the outdoors in
your own community. Take your students out-
side, help them understand how lessons link to
the world they see around them everyday, and
bring learning to their own backyard.  The
result will be students who recognize how their
actions affect their environment, and youth who
may become ambassadors in protecting Peel’s
environment. 
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