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Key Messages:

= Recommendations for children previously
immunized internationally with the oral poliovirus
vaccine (OPV) have been updated.

=  OPV administered on or after April 1, 2016, are
considered invalid and an age-appropriate series of
IPV or IPV-containing vaccine should be completed.

= The OPV update will impact screening and
enforcement under the Immunization of School
Pupils Act (ISPA) for the 2024-2025 school year.

= Complete the clinic information profile survey by
May 6, 2014, to avoid vaccine ordering
interruptions.

=  Public Health Ontario (PHO) has updated its
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) resource.

Update: Polio vaccine recommendations for children
previously immunized internationally with oral
poliovirus vaccine (OPV)

The Ministry of Health has updated polio vaccine
recommendations for children previously immunized
internationally with the oral poliovirus vaccine (OPV).
These changes align with updated guidance from the
National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI).

In April 2016, the World Health Organization
coordinated a global switch for countries who
administer the oral polio vaccine — replacing the
trivalent oral polio vaccine (tOPV) with the bivalent
OPV (bOPV), which excludes poliovirus serotype 2.
Healthcare providers should presume that children
vaccinated internationally with documented dose(s) of
OPV administered on or after April 1, 2016, received

bOPV. To ensure protection against all three poliovirus
types, these children should complete a series of polio
vaccination with an inactivated polio vaccine (IPV) or
an IPV-containing vaccine according to their age-
appropriate schedule.

It is important to note that OPV has not been used in
Canada since 1996, so this recommendation mainly
affects newcomers or those vaccinated outside of
Canada.

Healthcare providers are recommended to:

= Review available immunization records.

=  Presume that any recorded doses of OPV
administered on or after April 1, 2016, are bOPV
(lacking polio serotype 2) and consider these doses
as invalid.

= Administer an age-appropriate series of IPV or
IPV-containing vaccine, which covers all three
poliovirus types.

Impacts to screening and enforcement under the
Immunization of School Pupils Act (ISPA)

This update may affect vaccination assessments under
the Immunization of School Pupils Act (ISPA) and the
Child Care and Early Years Act (CCEYA), as some
children previously considered up to date for polio
may now require re-immunization.

Efforts are underway to update the provincial
database (Panorama) to invalidate OPV and
unspecified doses of polio administered on or after
April 1, 2016.
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These changes will come into effect in June 2024 and
will impact screening and enforcement under ISPA in
the 2024-2025 school year.

For further information, a Q&A for healthcare
providers is available at the following link:
https://www.ontario.ca/page/vaccine-resources-
professionalstsection-4.

Reminder: Complete Clinic Information Profile
Survey for the new digital vaccine order form

Complete vaccine order form survey by May 6, 2024.

This ensures uninterrupted access to vaccine ordering.

As part of the survey, you will need to provide contact
information for a primary user from your facility:
https://ca.research.net/r/DigitalVaccineOrderingPrep.
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Updated PHO Resources - Recommended Steps:
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

Public Health Ontario (PHO) has updated its
Recommended Steps: Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE) resource which demonstrate proper steps for
performing hand hygiene using soap and water or
alcohol-based hand rub and for putting on and
removing PPE. Available at:
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-
/media/Documents/nCoV/ipac/ppe-recommended-
steps.pdf?rev=7b3ad75341fd4468a86b3c6845901dd4

&sc lang=en.

Additional resources to support the implementation of
good hand hygiene and PPE practices are available at:
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/Health-
Topics/Infection-Prevention-Control.
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