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RE: COVID-19 Sustainability Fund Application and Bridge Funding for 
Licensed Child Care Centres  
 
May 29, 2020 
 
Dear Service Provider, 
 
Further to the Region of Peel communication on May 13, 2020, we are writing to 
share information on the: 
 

• COVID-19 Child Care Sustainability Application  

• Continuation of the Region’s COVID-19 Bridge Funding in June 
 
COVID-19 Sustainability Fund Application 
 
The Ministry of Education has confirmed sustainability funding to support Service 
Providers with eligible fixed expenses during the closure period. This funding will be 
issued by the Region to Service Providers that have an EYCCS Fee Subsidy and 
Funding Agreement. 
 
In order to receive this funding, Service Providers must complete the attached 
Microsoft Excel template titled “COVID-19 Sustainability Fund Application” and 
submit it to the Region by June 15, 2020. Completed templates should be emailed 
to: EarlyYearsSystemDivision@peelregion.ca. The Region will review the information 
from each Service Provider’s application and will follow-up on a case-by-case basis, 
as needed.  
 
The template includes the following two tabs:  
 
Tab 1 - Child Care Centres Sustainability Fund Application Information: 
 
It is important that Service Providers complete all information requested in the 
application template as the information you submit will be used to support the 
Region’s reporting to the Ministry. Importantly, it will inform the Region’s 
Sustainability Fund allocation.  
 
After receiving your completed application, and pending approval from the Ministry, 
the Region will issue the Sustainability Fund to Providers. Please note that your 
allocation will be adjusted to reflect the Bridge Funding already issued by the Region. 
Service Providers that have not yet completed their 2019 Final Reconciliation must 
do so before the Region will issue Sustainability Funding.  
 
Failure to submit your completed application by the deadline may result in the 
Service Provider being ineligible for the COVID-19 Sustainability Fund.  
 
Tabs 2 & 3: Regional Top-Up of Staff Wages and Benefits 
 
As previously communicated with you, the Ministry of Education has indicated that 
Service Providers are required to apply for federal supports under the Government of 
Canada’s COVID-19 Economic Response Plan to support staffing costs retroactively 
to March 15, 2020.  
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As a result of this new direction, the Region is requiring Service Providers to provide 
information to identify how they have distributed Regional funding (GOF-Staff Wages 
and Benefits, Pay Equity, Historical Allocation and Wage Enhancement) for the 
purpose of topping up wages/payments during the period of March 17, 2020 to May 
11, 2020.  
 
Agencies are required to complete all tabs in the application and submit the 
required supporting documentation that is identified in the Instructions section 
of the application. 
 
The Region of Peel is exploring the option of hosting a technical information session 
over the next two weeks to support providers with the completion of the attached MS 
Excel document. We will be in touch soon with details on the technical information 
session but encourage providers not to wait for the information session to begin work 
on the application. A Q+A document will also be shared with providers next week 
based on questions and feedback that we receive. 
 
 
Bridge Funding  
 
The Region is pleased to continue supporting Service Providers with Bridge Funding 
for June 2020. Your monthly COVID-19 Bridge Funding amount remains the same 
as the amount communicated to you in April. The Region will be issuing a payment 
to Service Providers that do not have sufficient residual April Rate Reduction 
Operating Grant (RROG) funding to cover their COVID-19 Bridge Fund entitlement 
for June. Your payment will be issued once the Electronic Transfer Template has 
been signed and returned to the Region.   

 
The Region has expanded the list of eligible expenses for COVID-19 Bridge Funding 
to align with the eligible expenses for the Sustainability Fund. Please refer to the 
updated Quick Look document (dated May 28, 2020) for a complete list of eligible 
expenses that can be offset using the Bridge Funding. 
 
We thank you for your continued resilience and understanding as we work with you 
to support the sustainability of Peel’s licensed child care system. If you have any 
questions about the information provided in this memo, please email the Region at: 
EarlyYearsSystemDivision@peelregion.ca. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 

James McLean  
Manager, Early Years and Child Care Services 
Region of Peel 
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