
Beat the Heat! Mapping Priority Areas for Trees Across the Region of Peel  
 
The climate is changing and the Region of Peel is going to get hotter. We will see more “Extreme Heat Days”, or days when the Government 
warns that the temperatures could get so high they could impact people’s health. But don't fear, it's not too late to act! There are things we can 
do, like increasing our tree canopy cover (the amount of space the top of trees cover), to cool our communities. The first step is to determine 
priority areas where we should start. The Peel Climate Change Action Partnership created a map to help us do just that by mapping what is 
referred to as the “heat vulnerability” of neighbourhoods across Peel Region. Heat vulnerability is calculated based on 3 factors: temperature 
(where it is hotter, people are more exposed); sensitivity of the population (for example kids and the elderly are more sensitive to extreme 
heat); and the availability of places to cool down like splash pads (this is called adaptive capacity).  

 

 

Where is it hottest? 
(Exposure) 

Where do more sensitive 
people live? (Sensitivity) 

Where are the places to cool 
down? (Adaptive Capacity) 
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Plant new trees 
along streets, in 
parks, in natural 
areas and yards 

Volunteer to 
take care of 
trees on public 
lands 

Tell others 
about the  
cooling 
benefits of 
trees 

Reduce the 
amount of 
paved surfaces 
which trap 
heat and stress 
trees 

Protect  and 
care for 
existing 
trees 

Once heat vulnerability was mapped, we 
were able to look for areas that have 
higher scores, meaning they are more 
vulnerable to heat, in order to pick 
neighbourhoods to focus on to start 
growing a greener and cooler Peel. We 
also considered things like how many 
trees are already there and how much 
room is there for more trees. 

One neighbourhood was picked in the 
Town of Caledon, the City of Brampton 
and the City of Mississauga to start 
working together to grow healthier and 
larger trees for cooler and healthier 
communities.  

Some ways to grow 
our tree canopy to 
reduce heat 
exposure:  
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