THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF PEEL
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
AGENDA

IRAC - 2/2014

DATE:

September 4, 2014

TIME:

11:00 AM – 1:00 PM

LOCATION:

Council Chamber, 5th Floor
Regional Administrative Headquarters 10 Peel Centre Drive, Suite A
Brampton, Ontario

MEMBERS:

B. Crombie; C. Fonseca; S. Hames; E. Kolb; E. Moore; R. Paterak;
P Saito; J. Sanderson; R. Starr; A. Thompson; J. Tovey

1.

DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

2.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

3.

DELEGATIONS

4.

REPORTS

4.1.

2015 Federal Election Strategy

4.2.

2014 Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) Annual Conference Update (Oral)
Discussion led by Allan Thompson, Chair, Intergovernmental Relations Advisory
Committee

5.

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS STATUS REPORT AND CURRENT ACTIVITIES (Oral)
Discussion led by L. Rubin-Vaughan, Advisor, External Relations, Executive
Office
a) Federal News
b) Provincial News
c) Local News
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6.

COMMUNICATIONS

6.1.

Terrence Edgar, Executive Director, Mississauga Community Legal Services
(MCLS), Letter dated May 27, 2014, Regarding the Region of Peel’s Support of Fair
Share Funding for Community Legal Services in Peel (Receipt recommended)

7.

IN CAMERA MATTERS

8.

OTHER BUSINESS

9.

NEXT MEETING
To be determined

10.

ADJOURNMENT
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REPORT
Meeting Date: 2014-09-04
Intergovernmental Relations Advisory Committee

DATE:

August 22, 2014

REPORT TITLE:

2015 FEDERAL ELECTION STRATEGY

FROM:

Allan Thompson, Chair, Intergovernmental Relations Advisory Committee

RECOMMENDATION
That the report of the Chair of the Intergovernmental Relations Advisory Committee titled
“2015 Federal Election Strategy”, be approved.

REPORT HIGHLIGHTS
 The next federal election is scheduled to take place October 19, 2015, however, the
Governor General, on the advice of the Prime Minister, may call an election earlier.
 The Region of Peel will have three additional electoral ridings in the 2015 election.
 The 2015 Federal Election Strategy aims to capture the opportunity to inform and
engage Peel candidates on the important issues that they should address with the next
federal government.
 The strategy will focus on advancing Term of Council Priorities that are supported by
prioritized Council endorsed advocacy positions.

DISCUSSION
Background
Following three straight minority governments in Canada (2004 [Liberal]; 2006
[Conservative]; 2008 [Conservative]), the Conservative government, led by Stephen Harper,
won a majority government in 2011. An amendment to the Canada Election Act (2007)
requires that a general election take place the third Monday in October four years after the
previous election. Therefore, the next election is scheduled to take place on October 19,
2015. The Governor General, however, on the advice of the Prime Minister, can call an
election earlier than this fixed date. Some speculation has occurred in the media that a
spring election is being targeted by the ruling Conservative Party.
Regional Council, through strategies led by the Intergovernmental Relations Advisory
Committee (IRAC), has been active during previous provincial and federal elections,
including the most recent 2014 provincial election. This work by the Region during election
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campaigns support the advancement of the 24 Term of Council Priorities (ToCPs) including
#22: Influence Other Levels of Government.
The Region was previously engaged in the 2011 federal election by executing a federal
election strategy that included highlighting key priorities to local candidates, residents and
community organizations on issues impacting the Region of Peel. In addition, the Region
partnered with the area municipalities in hosting a briefing session for all candidates on the
priorities that mattered from an upper and lower tier municipal perspective.
With a federal election taking place in the fall of 2015, or potentially earlier, Regional staff is
recommending a strategy, led by IRAC and supported by the Executive Office and Regional
Departments that can be initiated in advance of the election date.
2. Changes in the 2015 Federal Electoral Ridings in the Region of Peel
Starting with the 2015 election, there will be a number of changes to the federal ridings in
Ontario, including Peel as a result of the 2013 final Report of the Federal Electoral
Boundaries Commission for the Province of Ontario (the Report). The Report resulted in an
additional 15 new federal electoral ridings, and changes to a number of riding boundaries and
names across the province.
Recognizing the Region’s population growth, amongst other factors, over the last 10 years,
the Commission’s Report recommended adding three (3) new ridings, thereby increasing the
number of Peel Members of Parliament (MPs) to 12 from 9. There have also been a number
of changes to existing ridings including name changes in the cities of Brampton and
Mississauga.
The following are the 2015 ridings in Peel.
Brampton

Mississauga

Brampton Centre

Mississauga Centre

Brampton East

Mississauga-Cooksville

Brampton North

Mississauga-Erin Mills

Brampton South

Mississauga-Lakeshore

Brampton West

Mississauga-Malton

Caledon
Dufferin-Caledon

Mississauga Streetsville
With at least three new MPs in Peel, the strategy outlined in the next section will provide an
opportunity for them, as well as all other candidates, to become more familiar with the issues
affecting the community.
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3. Proposed 2015 Federal Election Strategy
The proposed 2015 Federal Election Strategy (the Strategy) outlined in this section focuses
on Council endorsed advocacy positions specifically aligned with Regional Council’s 24 Term
of Council Priorities (ToCPs). The strategy provides the Region the opportunity to inform and
engage Peel candidates on the important issues that they need to address with the next
federal government.
a) Proposed Objectives
i) Advance priority council endorsed advocacy positions that are aligned with ToCPs.
ii) Develop a non-partisan advocacy campaign directed at educating and engaging all
Peel candidates and party leaders.
iii) Demonstrate leadership to the community by advocating issues that have significant
impact on the quality of life throughout the Region.
b) Proposed Approach
i)

Develop an information package related to Regional priorities, as outlined in the next
section, and raise the previously Council endorsed advocacy positions that support
them.

ii) Once finalized, hardcopies and electronic copies of the notes will be circulated in
advance of the election to:
a. All major political party leaders
b. All Peel MP candidates
c. Regional Councillors
d. Community Stakeholders
e. Federal municipal associations
iii) Increase public awareness of Peel’s requests of the next Federal Government and
local candidates through both traditional and social media.
iv) Update Advocating for Peel, Peel’s advocacy website with all materials.
v) In addition, Region of Peel staff will reach out to the area municipalities to explore
opportunities to coordinate advocacy efforts as it relates to the 2015 federal election.
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4. Proposed Issues
Issues to be raised during the federal election will focus on the prioritized council endorsed
advocacy positions that relate directly to Term of Council Priorities. Issues will be
categorized into the following two themes:
 Investments in Social Development
o Affordable Housing
o Immigration



Investments in Infrastructure
o Water, Wastewater and Waste Infrastructure
o Goods Movement

These issues will be addressed through the Strategy outlined in the previous section.
CONCLUSION
With the next federal election taking place in the fall of 2015, or potentially earlier, staff believes
the strategy outlined in this report will enable members of IRAC and Council to educate and
inform all political parties, leaders, local candidates and the community about the important
federal related issues affecting the Region of Peel.

Allan Thompson
Chair, Intergovernmental Relations
Advisory Committee

For further information regarding this report, please contact David Arbuckle at extension 4777 or
via email at david.arbuckle@peelregion.ca.
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