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Key Messages: 
 Updates on the status of COVID-19 vaccination and 

variants of concern in Peel is available. 
 Pop-up drop-in testing is available for students, 

staff and families before in-person learning begins 
on February 16, 2021. 

 The Ministry of Health released updated variant of 
concern interim guidance for case, contact and 
outbreak management. 

 Point-of-care rapid antigen testing is being 
implemented in workplaces with a declared 
outbreak and long-term care homes. 

 The Ontario government has implemented a Six 
Point Plan to stop the spread of COVID-19 variants. 

 A revised Publicly Funded Immunization Schedule 
for Ontario is now available. 

 Pharmacists working in community pharmacies can 
administer publicly funded influenza vaccines to 
individuals 2 years of age and older. 

 COVID-19 vaccine web resources are available on 
the Centre for Effective Practice webpage. 

 

UPDATE: Current Status of COVID-19 Vaccination in 
Peel 
• As of February 2, over 33,000 doses of vaccine 

have been administered across Peel Region, 
including over 8500 onsite in long-term care and 
high-risk retirement homes. 

• On January 31, Peel's Community Mass 
Vaccination Plan (MVP) was submitted to the 
Ministry of Health. 

• We're preparing to open vaccination clinics this 
month. Due to vaccine supply limitations, we 
continue to vaccinate current priority groups only 
as directed by the Ministry. 

• More information is available on the refreshed 
COVID-19 vaccine webpage at 
https://peelregion.ca/coronavirus/vaccine/. 
 

UPDATE: COVID-19 Variants of Concern (VOC) in Peel 
• As of February 9th, Peel has 23 confirmed VOC 

cases. 21 are B.1.1.7 (UK origin) and two are 
B.1.135 (S. Africa origin). 

• Additionally, there are close to 60 more cases that 
have screened positive for a possible VOC; we are 
waiting for the results of follow-up testing. 

http://www.peelregion.ca/
https://peelregion.ca/coronavirus/vaccine/
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NEW: Pop-Up Drop in Testing for Students, Staff and 
Families Prior to Return to School Next Week 
• Pop-up testing is available February 12 and 13 at 

St. Edmund Campion Secondary School, Barondale 
Public School, Father Michael Goetz, and 
Whitehorn Public School. 

• Testing is open to any students, staff, and their 
families who: 
o Have symptoms of COVID-19 in the past week. 
o Are identified as a close contact of someone 

who had COVID-19 in the past 14 days. 
• Testing locations are drop-in, no appointment 

needed. Remind patients to bring their OHIP card. 
• More information is available in the attached Peel 

Community-Based COVID-19 Testing Site 
Locations notice. 

 
UPDATED: Variant of Concern: Case, Contact and 
Outbreak Management Interim Guidance 
• The Ministry of Health has released variant of 

concern interim guidance for case, contact and 
outbreak management. 

• The guidance details enhanced interventions for 
all confirmed and probable cases of COVID-19 as 
well as additional guidance for VOC screen 
positive cases.  

• Based on the guidance, a close contact is defined 
as someone who: 
o Has face-to-face contact with a person with 

COVID-19 (case) while they were infectious 
(48 hours before the case’s symptoms 
started, until they are cleared from isolation); 
AND  

o had 15 minutes or more of cumulative 
interaction within 2 metres of the case 
(regardless of whether the case or contact 
were wearing a mask). 

• Period of communicability (POC) for contact 
tracing begins: 
o Symptomatic individuals: 
 48 hours prior to symptom onset, or 48 

hours prior to test collection date if 
symptoms develop after testing 

o Asymptomatic individuals: 
 48 hours after a high-risk exposure to a 

known case  
 If no known exposure, the POC begins 48 

hours prior to test collection date 
• Period of communicability generally ends:  

o Ten days after symptom onset, if afebrile and 
symptoms improving 

o Ten days after test collection date if 
asymptomatic 

o Twenty days after symptom onset (or test 
collection date if asymptomatic) if admitted 
to the ICU or severely immunocompromised 

NOTE: There may be additional factors that are 
considered to determine whether an individual is a 
close contact depending on the context of the 
interaction and other factors that may increase risk of 
exposure. e.g. use of recommended personal 
protective equipment (e.g. medical mask and eye 
protection) in healthcare settings 

• Instructions for asymptomatic close contacts: 
o For household contacts with ongoing 

exposure, test immediately and again at ten 
days after last exposure 

o For discrete exposures on one day:  
 Get tested on or after day 7 since the last 

exposure to the case If the first COVID-19 
test was collected 0-6 days since last 
exposure to the case, the individual should 
repeat testing on or after day 10 of their 
self-isolation period.  

• Symptomatic close contacts should test 
immediately, regardless of a previous negative 
result 

• Close contacts should self-isolate for 14 days from 
their last exposure to the case.   

• The guidance is posted on the Ministry of Health  
website at 
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/p
ublichealth/coronavirus/docs/VOC_guidance.pdf. 

 
NEW: Point-of-Care Rapid Antigen Testing 
• The Ministry of Long Term care has mandated all 

long term care (LTC) homes to transition to point-

http://www.peelregion.ca/
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/VOC_guidance.pdf
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/VOC_guidance.pdf
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of-care rapid antigen tests for staff, student 
placements and volunteers, as well as caregivers, 
support workers and general visitors (where 
permitted entry). 

• The use of antigen testing in non-outbreak LTC 
homes provides an opportunity for earlier 
identification of positive COVID-19 cases.  

• Available evidence indicates that frequent 
screening with rapid antigen tests increases the 
chances of early identification of cases and 
mitigates the lower sensitivity of a single antigen 
test. 

• All preliminary positive rapid antigen test results 
must be confirmed by a PCR test within 24 hours. 

• Peel Public Health is also working closely with 
workplaces that have a declared outbreak to 
implement rapid antigen testing. 

• Individuals cannot request a rapid test from their 
primary health care provider, an assessment 
centre or pharmacy. 

 
NEW: Six Point Plan to Stop the Spread of COVID-19 
Variants 
• The Ontario government is taking immediate and 

decisive action to stop the spread of new COVID-
19 variants throughout the province by 
implementing a six-point plan that includes: 
1. Mandatory testing of travellers 
o The Chief Medical Officer of Health issued a 

Section 22 order under Section 77.1 of 
the Health Protection and Promotion Act, 
mandating on-arrival testing for 
international travellers at Toronto Pearson 
International Airport effective at 12:01 p.m. 
on February 1, 2021. The class order is 
posted on the Ministry’s website at 
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/progr
ams/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/orders/
section_22_class_order_pearson_testing.p
df 

o A negative pre-arrival COVID-19 test result 
will be required for travellers entering 
Canada by land, with limited exceptions 

such as commercial truckers. More 
information will be available soon. 

2. Enhanced screening and sequencing 
o Effective February 3, 2021, the provincial 

diagnostic lab network screens all positive 
COVID-19 tests in Ontario for known 
variants within two to three days of initial 
processing. 

o Public Health Ontario will undertake and 
coordinate genomic sequencing to identify 
new and emerging variants by sequencing 
up to 10 per cent of all positive tests by 
February 17, 2021. 

3. Maintaining public health measures 
o Lifting of public health and workplace safety 

measures will not be considered until more 
information on variant spread is known and 
overall trends in public health indicators 
improve.  

4. Strengthening case and contact management 
o The provincial workforce will continue 

supporting public health units with case and 
contact management.  

o The Province has released interim guidance 
for Intensified Case and Contact 
Management in response to variants of 
concern.  

5. Enhancing protection for vulnerable 
populations 

o Dependent on supply, the province will 
continue with accelerated vaccination of 
residents in long-term care, high-risk 
retirement and First Nations elder care 
homes. 

o The province is introducing a provincial 
antigen screening program for the 
expansion of rapid testing in high priority 
settings, such as long-term care homes, 
retirement homes, essential workplaces, 
schools and congregate living settings. 

6 Leveraging data 
o The Province will work with an Ontario 

technology company to establish a 
genomics databank and real-time analytics 

http://www.peelregion.ca/
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/orders/section_22_class_order_pearson_testing.pdf
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/orders/section_22_class_order_pearson_testing.pdf
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/orders/section_22_class_order_pearson_testing.pdf
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/orders/section_22_class_order_pearson_testing.pdf
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dashboard to empower public health 
officials, improve pandemic response 
planning, and enhance capacity to identify 
known and emerging variants of COVID-19. 

 
UPDATE: Revised 2021 Publicly Funded Immunization 
Schedules for Ontario 
• A revised Publicly Funded Immunization Schedules 

for Ontario is now available on the Ministry 
website at: 
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/i
mmunization/schedule.aspx.  Hard copies will not 
be distributed.  

• Revisions include the following format changes 
and updates: 

• Two printable versions: 
o Booklet Publicly Funded Immunization 

Schedules for Ontario - January 2021 (full) (16 
pages on 8.5x11 paper) is available at 
http://health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/imm
unization/docs/Publicly_Funded_Immunization
Schedule.pdf. 

o Large-print posters Publicly Funded 
Immunization Schedules for Ontario - January 
2021 (short) are available at 
https://health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/im
munization/docs/Publicly_Funded_Immunizati
onSchedule_short.pdf.   

• New wording to clarify updated catch-up tables. 
• Includes previously communicated product 

changes in immunization programs:  
HPV-9  
https://www.peelregion.ca/health/professionals/t
ools/updates2019/2019-04-03-hpv9.pdf, 
Rotavirus-5 
https://www.peelregion.ca/health/professionals/t
ools/updates2018/2018-08-01-hpu.pdf and 
Herpes Zoster (Shingrix) 
https://www.peelregion.ca/health/professionals/t
ools/updates2020/2020-10-19-hpu-vol-13-no-
39.pdf 

• References Td-IPV, DTaP-IPV, and DTaP-IPV-Hib 
being removed (where applicable). 

Note: There are no changes on eligibility to any of the 
immunization programs other than those previously 
communicated. 
 
UPDATE: Expanded Scope of Practice for Pharmacists 
Participating in the Universal Influenza Immunization 
Program (UIIP) 
• As of December 11, 2020, pharmacists working in 

community pharmacies participating in the 
Universal Influenza Immunization Program (UIIP) 
can administer publicly funded influenza vaccines 
to individuals 2 years of age and older.  

• Previously, pharmacists were able to administer 
publicly funded influenza vaccines to individuals 5 
years of age and older. 

• More information is available at 
https://www.ocpinfo.com/practice-
education/expanded-scope-of-practice/ 

• Visit the Immunization and Vaccines section of the 
Peel Public Health’s Health Professionals Website 
for more information on publicly funded vaccines 
at: 
https://www.peelregion.ca/health/professionals/i
mmunization.htm 

 
NEW: COVID-19 Vaccine Web Resources 
• Centre for Effective Practice COVID-19 Vaccine 

information is available at 
https://tools.cep.health/tool/covid-19-vaccines/ 

 
REMINDERS 
 
Health Professionals website 
COVID-19 information for Peel Health Professionals is 
available on https://www.peelregion.ca/health-
professionals/covid-19/ 
 
COVID-19 Vaccine 
Information on the COVID-19 vaccines for Peel 
residents. 
https://peelregion.ca/coronavirus/vaccine/ 
 

http://www.peelregion.ca/
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