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Key Messages: 
 Additional health care workers are now invited to 

book their COVID-19 vaccine appointments.  
 Seniors aged 70 and over are now eligible to 

receive the COVID-19 vaccine 
 Health Canada issued updated guidance and 

product monographs for the AstraZeneca and 
COVISHIELD COVID-19 vaccines, reflecting potential 
symptoms to monitor following immunization with 
these vaccines.  

 Dose intervals for two-dose COVID-19 vaccines is 
16 weeks  

 
NEW: Moderate Priority Health Care Workers Now 
Eligible to Book Appointments for COVID-19 
Vaccinations   
• Effective immediately, health care workers 

classified as Moderate priority as per Ontario 
guidance are now eligible to receive their vaccine.  

• This includes client and non-client facing 
individuals (e.g., custodial, security, IT, 
administrative staff) on-site in health care facilities, 
as well as those working remotely. 

• Groups currently being vaccinated now include all 
priority groups defined by province of Ontario’s 
Guidance for Prioritizing Health Care Workers, 
which can be accessed here: 
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/p
ublichealth/coronavirus/docs/Guidance_for_Priorit
izing_HCW_covid19_vaccination_2020-01-08.pdf  

• Healthcare workers can visit the Region of Peel 
COVID-19 Vaccine website for eligibility criteria and 
booking information: 
https://www.peelregion.ca/coronavirus/vaccine/bo
ok-appointment/  

 
NEW: COVID-19 Vaccination of the Senior 70+ 
Population   
• Effectively immediately, Peel residents aged 70-74 

(including those who will turn 70 in 2021) are now 
eligible to get vaccinated for COVID-19 at hospital 
sites. 

• Appointments for the 70-74 years age group will 
be expanded to Peel Public Health community 
clinic sites in the coming days and can be accessed 
through the same booking link once available.  

• Residents aged 75+ continue to be eligible to book 
appointments at either Peel Public Health 
community clinics or hospital clinics. 

• To access vaccine appointment booking, eligible 
residents can:  
o Book online by visiting: 

https://www.peelregion.ca/coronavirus/vacci
ne/book-appointment/  

o Call the Region of Peel COVID-19 Vaccination 
Line at 905-791-5202, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., 7 days 
a week  

• Individuals can bring one person with them, if 
necessary, to ensure their wellbeing at the clinic.   

• TransHelp can help Brampton and Mississauga 
residents who need transportation to a vaccine 
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clinic. Call 905-791-1015 at least 48 hours in 
advance and follow TransHelp booking 
procedures.  

• For residents in Caledon who need help with 
transportation, call Caledon Community Services 
at 905-951-2300 or 905-584-2300 extension 217, 
221 or 264.  

• How physicians can help: Patients rely on 
physicians for critical health information. We 
recommend letting your patients that are aged 70 
and over know that appointments are available to 
them and discuss the benefits of getting the 
vaccine. Please see the resources section below 
for more information.  

 
NEW: Updated information on 
AstraZeneca/COVISHIELD COVID-19 vaccines  
• On March 24, 2021, Health Canada issued an 

updated advisory on the AstraZeneca and 
COVISHIELD COVID-19 vaccines: https://covid-
vaccine.canada.ca/info/pdf/astrazeneca-covid-19-
vaccine-letter.pdf  

• The product monographs for the AstraZeneca and 
COVISHIELD vaccines have also been updated, as 
of March 24, 2021. The monographs can be 
accessed at: https://covid-
vaccine.canada.ca/info/pdf/astrazeneca-covid-19-
vaccine-pm-en.pdf and https://covid-
vaccine.canada.ca/info/pdf/covishield-pm-en.pdf 

• A combination of thrombosis and 
thrombocytopenia, in some cases accompanied by 
bleeding, has been observed very rarely following 
vaccination with the AstraZeneca COVID-19 
Vaccine. 

• Health Canada has assessed the available data on 
the reported events and has determined that the 
AstraZeneca COVID-19 Vaccine and COVISHIELD 
have not been associated with an increase in the 
overall risk of thrombosis. 

• Healthcare professionals should be alert to the 
signs and symptoms of thromboembolism and/or 
thrombocytopenia and report cases to Peel Public 
Health by completing the Report of Adverse 

Events Following Immunization (AEFI): 
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/BrowseBy
Topic/InfectiousDiseases/Pages/Vaccine-
Safety.aspx. The completed AEFI form should be 
faxed to Region of Peel – Public Health at (905) 
565-1456. 

• Individuals vaccinated with AstraZeneca COVID-19 
Vaccine or COVISHIELD should be instructed to 
seek immediate medical attention if they develop 
symptoms such as shortness of breath, chest pain, 
leg swelling, or persistent abdominal pain 
following vaccination. Additionally, anyone with 
neurological symptoms including sudden onset of 
severe or persistent worsening headaches or 
blurred vision several days after vaccination, or 
who experiences skin bruising (other than at the 
site of vaccination) or petechiae starting a few 
days or more after vaccination, should seek 
prompt medical attention. 

• The benefits of the AstraZeneca COVID-19 Vaccine 
and COVISHIELD in protecting Canadians from 
COVID-19 continue to outweigh the risks. 
Canadians are encouraged to get immunized with 
any of the COVID-19 vaccines that are authorized 
and available in Canada. 

 
REMINDER: No Exceptions to Extension of Second 
Dose Intervals   
• As of March 10, the Province is following the 

National Advisory Committee on Immunization 
(NACI) recommendation to extend the dose 
intervals for two-dose COVID-19 vaccines to 16 
weeks.  

• The extension does not apply to the following 
groups:  
o Residents of long-term care homes, retirement 

homes, Elder Care Lodges and assisted living 
facilities who are at the greatest risk of both 
exposure to COVID-19 and serious illness and 
death. 

o Remote and isolated First Nation 
communities. 
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• Besides the groups listed above, there are no 
exceptions to the extension of second dose 
intervals  

• As a reminder, there are also no exceptions to the 
priority groups defined by provincial guidance as 
well as Peel’s local prioritization framework 
 
 

REMINDERS 
Center for Effective Practice  
Physicians ca refer to this Center for Effective Practice 
resource on all COVID-19 vaccines that have been 
authorized for use in Canada: 
https://tools.cep.health/tool/covid-19-vaccines/  
 
Health Professionals website 
COVID-19 information for Peel Health Professionals is 
available on https://www.peelregion.ca/health-
professionals/covid-19/ 
 
COVID-19 Vaccine 
Information on the COVID-19 vaccines and current 
status of priority populations being vaccinated  
https://peelregion.ca/coronavirus/vaccine/ 
 
Ministry of Health Vaccine Information  
Up-to-date educational documents and resources are 
available on Ministry of Health website at: 
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publi
chealth/coronavirus/covid19_vaccine.aspx#education  
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