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Key Messages: 
• The AstraZeneca and COVISHIELD COVID-19 

vaccine product monographs have been updated 
to include a warning about capillary leak 
syndrome and rare events of thrombosis with 
thrombocytopenia following vaccination.   

• The Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna COVID-19 
vaccine product monographs have been updated 
to describe rare reports of myocarditis and 
pericarditis.   

• Starting Monday, July 5, 2021, youth ages 12-17 
across Ontario can book an accelerated second 
dose appointment for their COVID-19 vaccine 
through the provincial booking system.   

 
NEW: Updated information on 
AstraZeneca/COVISHIELD COVID-19 vaccines 

• On June 29, 2021 Health Canada issued a Health 
Product Risk Communication regarding the 
AstraZeneca/COVISHIELD COVID-19 vaccine: 
https://healthycanadians.gc.ca/recall-alert-rappel-
avis/hc-sc/2021/75389a-eng.php  

• Health Canada has updated the product 
monograph for the AstraZeneca and COVISHIELD 
COVID-19 vaccines to add capillary leak syndrome 
as a potential side effect following vaccination. 
Patients with a history of capillary leak syndrome 
should not get the AstraZeneca or COVISHIELD 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

• Patients are advised to seek immediate medical 
attention if they experience symptoms of capillary 
leak syndrome which would include rapid swelling 
of the arms and legs and sudden weight gain, 
which can be accompanied by feeling faint. 

• Changes to the product monograph were initiated 
after reviewing international reports of this very 
rare side effect, first identified as a potential safety 
concern by the European Medicines Agency in April 
2021. Of the 78 million doses of the vaccine given in 
Europe and the United Kingdom, six cases of 
capillary leak syndrome have been reported 
following immunization. One case of capillary leak 
syndrome following AstraZeneca/COVISHIELD 
vaccine has been reported in Canada.  

• The AstraZeneca/COVISHIELD monographs have 
also been updated with information about very rare 
events of blood clots associated with low levels of 
platelets following immunization. 

• Healthcare professionals are advised that 
individuals with thrombocytopenia following 
vaccination with the AstraZeneca/COVISHIELD 
COVID-19 vaccine should be investigated for signs 
of thrombosis. Similarly, individuals who present 
with thrombosis should be investigated for 
thrombocytopenia.  

• Health care professionals are also advised that, 
while specific risk factors for this condition have not 
yet been identified, the benefits and risks of 
vaccination with these vaccines should be 
considered in patients with previous history of 
thrombosis, as well as patients with autoimmune 
disorders (including immune thrombocytopenia). 

• The updated product monographs for AstraZeneca 
and COVISHIELD can be accessed here: 
https://covid-
vaccine.canada.ca/info/pdf/astrazeneca-covid-19-
vaccine-pm-en.pdf and here https://covid-
vaccine.canada.ca/info/pdf/covishield-pm-en.pdf 
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NEW: Updated information on Pfizer-BioNTech and 
Moderna COVID-19 vaccines 

• On June 30, 2021, Health Canada issued an 
Advisory outlining updates to the Pfizer-BioNTech 
and Moderna product monographs to describe 
very rare instances of myocarditis and pericarditis 
following vaccination. 

• The Advisory from Health Canada can be accessed 
here: https://healthycanadians.gc.ca/recall-alert-
rappel-avis/hc-sc/2021/75959a-eng.php  

• Cases of myocarditis and/or pericarditis following 
immunization with COVID-19 vaccines have been 
reported in a small number of people in Canada 
and internationally. These reports are very rare 
and investigations into the association between 
myocarditis/pericarditis and mRNA vaccines 
continue. 

• Healthcare professionals are advised to consider 
the possibility of myocarditis and/or pericarditis if 
individuals present with chest pain, shortness of 
breath, palpitations or other signs and symptoms 
of myocarditis and/or pericarditis following 
immunization with a COVID-19 vaccine. Cardiology 
consultation for management and follow-up 
should be considered. 

• The decision to administer the Pfizer-BioNTech or 
Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine to an individual with a 
history of myocarditis or pericarditis should 
consider the individual’s clinical circumstances. 

• The updated monographs can be found here: 
https://covid-vaccine.canada.ca/info/pdf/pfizer-
biontech-covid-19-vaccine-pm1-en.pdf and here:  
https://covid-vaccine.canada.ca/info/pdf/covid-
19-vaccine-moderna-pm-en.pdf 

• The benefits of COVID-19 vaccines continue to 
outweigh their potential risks, as scientific 
evidence shows that they reduce deaths and 
hospitalizations due to COVID-19. All individuals 
are encouraged to get vaccinated and to complete 
their vaccine series as soon as they are eligible. 

 
 

 

UPDATE: COVID-19 vaccine second dose appointment 

eligibility for youth aged 12 to 17 

• Starting on Monday, July 5, 2021 at 8:00 a.m., all 

children and youth aged 12 to 17 across Ontario 

will be eligible to book an accelerated second dose 

appointment to receive the Pfizer COVID-19 

vaccine.  

• Previously on June 26, 2021, children and youth in 

Peel (a Delta hotspot region) were eligible to book 

their accelerated second dose appointment. 

• For more information on where children and 

youth can book their second dose appointments, 

please visit the Peel Public Health website at: 

https://peelregion.ca/coronavirus/vaccine/book-

appointment/.  

• Completing the COVID-19 vaccine series is 

important to provide youth with a strong level of 

protection against COVID-19, including the Delta 

variant, and will support a safe return to school in 

September. 

 
REMINDERS 
Reporting Adverse Events Following Immunization 
(AEFI) 
Physicians are  reminded to submit any reports of 
Adverse Events Following Immunization (AEFI), to Peel 
Public Health using this reporting form: 
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-
/media/documents/a/2020/aefi-reporting-form.pdf . 
The completed AEFI form should be faxed to Region of 
Peel – Public Health at (905) 565-1456. 
 
Ministry of Health COVID-19 Vaccine Information  
Up-to-date educational documents and resources are 
available on Ministry of Health website at: 
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/public
health/coronavirus/covid19_vaccine.aspx#education  
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