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ALERT: Salmonella infantis outbreak   
 
Peel Public Health and our public health, provincial 
and federal partners are investigating a recent 
increase of 20 Salmonella infantis cases in Ontario 
related to an ongoing national cluster. The episode 
dates associated with the increase, range from July 21, 
2021 to September 4, 2021. Cases have been 
identified in Peel (10), Toronto (7), York Region (1), 
Hastings Prince Edward County (1) and Halton (1). 
Three cases have been hospitalized, with no reported 
deaths. Additional probable cases are under 
investigation.  
 
The suspect food product is dishes containing 
shredded pork and/or dishes with pork rind/skin from 
multiple restaurants in the Greater Toronto Area. 
Food specimens from all implicated locations have 
tested positive for Salmonella infantis. The restaurants 
associated with these reports of Salmonella infections 
served pork rind/skin purchased in unlabeled 
packages, obtained from a potentially uninspected 
supplier. 
 
A food safety investigation is underway by the Peel, 
Toronto, and York Region public health units along 
with the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Affairs and the Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency.  
 
Clinical presentation  

• sudden onset of diarrhea, which may be 
bloody 

• abdominal pain, fever, nausea, and vomiting 

• duration of illness is usually 4 to 7 days, and 
most individuals recover without treatment 

• diarrhea may lead to dehydration, which can 
be severe among the young, the elderly and 
those with impaired immune systems 

• Salmonella infections can spread to urine, 
blood, bones, joints, the brain, or the nervous 
system, or other internal organs causing 
symptoms related to that part of the body or 
system. These extra-intestinal infections can 
have long-term effects, may be severe, and 
are potentially fatal. 

• Death is uncommon, but the very young, the 
frail elderly, and the immunosuppressed are 
more likely to have severe outcomes.  

 
Incubation Period  
On average 12-36 hours (standard range from 6 to 72 
hours). Longer incubation periods of up to 16 days 
have been documented and may not be uncommon 
following low-dose ingestion. 
 
Diagnosis  
A requisition for enteric stool culture should be used. 
Use a Cary Blair specimen container. Ensure the 
sample is forwarded to the Public Health (Toronto) 
Laboratory.   
 
Treatment  
Treatment decisions are at the discretion of the 
attending clinician and depend on the clinical picture. 
Treatment is generally supportive, but antibiotics may 
be appropriate for some patients at higher risk of 
complication. Consultation with an infectious disease 
specialist may be required.  
 
Other 
If you have a patient with symptoms of Salmonellosis 

http://www.peelregion.ca/
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who may have eaten at a restaurant before becoming 
sick, please ask them to report their illness to Peel 
Public Health. The public health unit will collect 
information from the patient to assist in the food 
safety investigation.  
 
Additional information for health care professionals 
about Salmonellosis is available  
Public Health Agency of Canada website. 
 
Reporting requirements  
Salmonellosis is a reportable disease under the Health 
Protection and Promotion Act. Report probable cases 
immediately to Peel Public Health 
Phone: 905-799-7700 
Secure fax: 905-565-1456  

http://www.peelregion.ca/
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/salmonellosis-salmonella/health-professionals.html#a4

