
 

 

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE LITERACY 

 
• Read a well-known folk or fairy tale to the class (e.g. The Three Little Pigs), then write a fractured version 

together (e.g. Jon Scieszka’s The True Story of the Three Little Pigs). 

 

• Have the class perform and dance to a rap version of a fairy tale or Mother Goose rhyme.  Try “Little 

Rap Riding Hood” from the book Crazy Gibberish and Other Story Hour Stretches by Naomi Baltuck. 

 

• Turn your classroom into a haunted house and tell or read scary stories to each other. 

 

• Read the book Hello, World by Manya Stojic then find out how many more languages you can find out 

how to say Hello in. 

 

• Have a tongue twister contest. 

 

• Play Bingo or Wheel of Fortune in the class using titles and authors of books. 

 

• Get the students to draw pictures of their favourite story characters. 

 

• Have students do oral presentations about their favourite authors. 

 

• Create a reading log wall display, such as a tree where students add a leaf with a book title every time 

they read a book. 

 

• Have students create new covers for their favourite books. 

 

• Do a reader’s theatre exercise by reading a story aloud where each student is assigned the dialogue of 

a particular character.  There are even reader’s theatre books made for this. 

 

• Read the novella “Brenda” from The Library Card by Jerry Spinelli.  Have the students write their own 

life stories up to the first time they watched TV. 

 

• Write random nonsense poetry together as a class by drawing words from a hat. 



 

 

 

• Read the rhyme Keeping Fit by Sonja Dunn together as a class and make up exercise actions to go with 

it. 

 

• Read the book The Sandwich by Ian Wallace and then make mortadella and provolone sandwiches. 

 

• Read the book Trashy Town by Andrea Zimmerman and organize a trash or recycling pick-up on the 

school grounds. 

 

• Play the game “Bear Hunt” from various books such as Let’s go on a bear hunt by Michael Rosen. 

 

• Solve mysteries together from books such as the Encyclopedia Brown series by Donald J. Sobol. 

 

• Organize a reading circle where each student reads a chapter out loud, especially of a book where each 

chapter is narrated by a different character. e.g. Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman, The Brimstone Diaries by 

Ron Koertge. 

 

• Write and perform a rap song based on a favourite book. 

 

• Have students find the Web homepage of their favourite author either using a search tool or a 

dedicated site such as www.canscaip.org for Canadian authors. 

  

• Arrange for your class to visit the public library.  

 

• Arrange a book swap between two classes. Have the kids bring in old books that they are willing to 

trade for another book. Let the kids set up the table with the books and delight in seeing all that is 

being offered. 

 

• Have the children begin to keep a journal. Create a personal title page and have the children write in it 

at the same time every day.  

 

• Have the children take daily turns book talking their favourite story. Kids love recommendations from 

other kids their own age.  



 

 

 

• Be sure to have lots of reading materials on hand in the classroom. Kids love magazines, comics. 

Encourage them to read the newspaper to see what is happening in their community and the world in 

general. 

  

• Take advantage of beautiful weather. Walk the kids to a local park or conservation area, have the kids 

bring their books and enjoy reading under a tree or on a sunny picnic bench for a half an hour to an 

hour.  

 

• Encourage kids to get the connection between reading and know-how. If kids are getting a new pet, 

encourage them to read up on it, if they are going away on vacation, encourage them to read up on 

where they are going. Take this one step further to have the kids report to the class informally on these 

little research tidbits.  

 

• Spend some time teaching children how to search on the Internet. One of the things that reading 

teaches us is the use of many different words. Part of searching successfully on the Internet is which 

terms or words to use; help your students begin to think about this when searching on the Internet.  

 


