
Good morning Chair Dale and Regional Councillors, my name is Rob Mezzapelli 
and I have been a resident of Bolton for 19 years and have chosen to raise my 
family here.  I value deeply my community and want to ensure that it continues to 
be an incredible place in the future as it has been in the past.  In 2010 I decided to 
run for Council to represent Bolton as Area Councillor and have been privileged to 
have been elected to serve over the last 6 years.  I have no personal political 
aspirations or goals for myself -  I simply believe very strongly that I share the 
same vision and values as the majority in Bolton and I just want to make sure they 
are expressed at the Town of Caledon and by extension, the Region of Peel.  This 
is why I am submitting this letter to you. 

I want each and every Regional Councillor to know how important the decision 
you are going to make today is.  We are talking about planning a community and 
how that community will interact with the existing village of Bolton.  The 2031 
population allocation for Bolton will be the greatest period of growth in our 
history and I cannot emphasize enough how important the location for this new 
growth will be.  Planning for a community and maximizing the opportunity to 
integrate it with the existing Bolton community is not a simple exercise.  Many 
factors come into play which must be considered if we truly want to select the 
best location for this growth.  I want you all to know that I have followed the BRES 
process through its entirety and have been deeply involved to raise my 
understanding and awareness to the greatest of my ability.  Planning with 
blinders on, focusing almost entirely on one factor will surely be at the expense of 
the other factors.  Any decision made this way will result in a selection that is just 
that – compromised.  Selecting an option that is the best overall must be the only 
thing that guides your vote today. 

Caledon certainly understands how critical the BRES process is and we undertook 
a multi year process to reach our recommended option for residential growth.  
There were 4 public Open Houses, 3 Council Worshops, and 3 Council 
presentations through this process.  Public participation and engagement were 
key and one of main deliverables in the process was to come up with criteria by 
which each option would be evaluated against.  Critical community focused 
criteria were developed such as the importance of making a selection that was a 
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logical expansion of and integrated well with the existing community.  It is 
important that the preferred selection utilize and be as proximal as possible to 
existing community facilities like schools, recreational facilities, libraries etc.  Our 
criteria considered the importance of the location of the selected option in 
relation to existing local businesses as well as current and planned employment 
areas.  A significant asset in the Bolton area is our outdoor spaces, trails, 
conservation lands and the Humber River.  Having this community located so as to 
have the ability to access, enjoy and respect our treasured natural environment is 
an important factor and not all options offer this. 

 

Our criteria also reflected the need to consider factors such as impacts to roads, 
supporting transit and active transportation.  Minimizing costs for water and 
waste water was also recognized as being a very important factor.   

The criteria were weighted creating a framework of a number of criteria each 
with varying degrees of importance from which all the options were measured.  
Through this comprehensive process our community selected Option 3.  I want to 
stress that this was the best overall choice giving due consideration to all criteria 
and their weightings. 

I want to give you a brief chronology of the BRES process and where we are 
today.   

- In October 2014 the Town submitted a complete ROPA application to amend 
the Official Plan to expand the existing Bolton settlement boundary.   

 
- At this same time ROPA 28 was under appeal to the OMB.  ROPA 28 deals 

specifically with Bolton’s 2031 employment lands located immediately 
abutting the Option 6 lands to the east. 

 
-   Ultimately the ROPA 28 appeal went to Provincial facilitation.  Although the 

facilitation was only to deal with the ROPA 28 employment lands, on June 25, 
2015 Regional Council decided to include BRES in the discussions.   

 
- As a result of facilitation, in November of 2015 the Region commenced a 

second independent BRES process.  I want to quote one of the identified 
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guiding principles noted in Peel’s Discussion Paper – “The establishment of 
evaluation themes and criteria that are policy based and focus on issues of 

interest to the Region while having regard to the criteria used by the Town of Caledon”.         
This is important as it identifies a shift away from community based criteria 
to one almost exclusively focused on Regional infrastructure costing even 
though it was given strong consideration in Caledon’s BRES process.  
“Having regard” for Caledon’s criteria is very subjective and I would suggest 
the proposed ROPA you are considering today has no regard for the work 
the Town has done but I’m getting ahead of myself.   

- At the conclusion the Peel BRES study, a report was brought to Regional 
Council on July 7th of this year.  The Planning Partnerships who were the 
recommended consultants retained by Peel utilizing regionally focused 
criteria found Option 3 or Option 4 as being supportable. This clearly 
validates the BRES process undertaken by the Town and the conclusion it 
reached.   

- Regional staff state in their report that the consultant’s did not weigh or 
prioritize their criteria and suggested that priority should be given to criteria 
related to infrastructure costs and long term urban structure implications 
and ended up supporting a hybrid 4/5 option.  I really want Regional Council 
to recognize that although the criteria may not have been prioritized or 
weighted, as mentioned above, the criteria themselves were focused on 
Regional interests (such as servicing costs) so in essence the priority of fiscal 
responsibility is represented in the Regional BRES study. 

Respectfully to Regional staff, I do not support the option 4/5 hybrid as I do       
not believe it strikes the best balance of all criteria needed to determine 
where to accommodate Bolton residential growth.   

- Even with two independent studies which support option 3, a Town of 
Caledon staff recommendation of Option 3 and a Regional staff 
recommendation for 4/5, Regional Council made a decision to overlook all 
studies and recommendations and select Option 6 as well as the triangle 
lands.  As an aside, it is curious how the triangle lands got included when the 
lands needed to accommodate the BRES population allocation amount to 
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190 Hectares.  Option 6 itself is roughly 190 Hectares.  My calculations tell 
me that Option 6 and the triangle lands amount to approximately 250Ha.  
Has Regional Council not over allocated land to BRES?  It is curious that in a 
Dec 1, 2016 article in the Caledon Enterprise Brampton’s comments to Peel 
states they support Option 6 contingent upon the triangle lands being 
included. 

I spent 5 hours at the BRES Public Open House speaking with as many residents as 
I could and there was strong support for Option 3.  Two slides that really stood 
out and have received little attention by Regional Council were the ones related 
to assessing the options from a health perspective.  This is an aspect of life that 
Peel rightfully has given much consideration and policies have been formed to 
reflect this.   

Indeed the Official Plan Review ROPA 27 – Age –Friendly Planning and Health and 
the Built Environment is currently underway.  Two of the three “Desired 
Outcomes” in the September 19, 2016 ROPA 27 Open House handout which I 
attended are noteworthy.  One states that it is ensured that health impacts be 
considered and prioritized in the decision making process.  The other is the 
priority to create walkable communities close to amenities, green spaces, 
programs and services.   

The health assessment that was done on the 6 options found Option 3 (as well as 
Option 1) achieved the highest ranking while Option 6 (as well as Option 2) 
received the lowest health assessment ranking.  Ironically in the draft BRES ROPA 
Regional staff direct the Town of Caledon to undertake a health assessment as a 
part of the secondary plan to “optimize health promoting potential”.  As it stands 
today, Caledon is going to be asked to optimize developing a healthy community 
in an area that ranked the lowest in a health assessment conducted by your own 
consultant.  Basically we will be asked to make the best from the worst option 
from a health perspective.   

How a process has gone from Option 3 to 3 or 4 to 4/5 and then to 6 is beyond 
me.  The Peel Council recommended option you are considering could not be 
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further from that proposed by the Town of Caledon and Regional Council needs to 
understand this and give serious thought before making a decision. 

The vast majority of Peel council does not represent the Caledon community and 
do not know and understand the municipality which has put forth Option 3 for a 
ROPA yet you have the numerical power to select an option that Caledon 
residents do not support and in my opinion does not satisfy the diverse set of 
factors which need to be considered to make good planning choices.  If the 
decision where to grow a community and how it will integrate with the existing 
village of Bolton is simply an infrastructure financial costing exercise, the Town of 
Caledon and the Region of Peel have wasted time and hundreds of thousands of 
tax dollars on costs for consultants, internal staff time, legal etc.  The internal 
costing exercise provided by Peel staff would be all that Regional Council would 
need as little or none of anything else has been taken into consideration leading 
the proposed ROPA. 

As I understand it, the Region of Peel has had a long, co-operative history in 
planning our local municipalities.  You have recognized that lower tier 
municipalities understand their community’s best and planning has historically 
respected that at the Regional level.  I don’t know if there is an example in Peel’s 
history where the responsible planning decisions of a lower tier have been so 
absolutely altered at the Regional level. 

As a Bolton resident and a Bolton Area Councillor deeply involved and engaged in 
this process I ask that you recognize and support the decision made by the Town 
of Caledon representing our residents.  Very clearly this is Option 3. 

 

Thank You. 

 

Rob Mezzapelli 

Bolton Area Councillor 
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