
Appendix A: Summary of BRES Evaluation Criteria and Related Crombie Report Recommendations 

Priority 
Criteria 

Meridian Criteria June 
2013 & 

 Ranking of Importance 
Crombie Report Recommendations (Planning for Health, Prosperity and Growth) Dec. 2015 

 

(1) Establish 
Rail Transit 
Opportunity 

HIGH  

 (7) Development in the 
expansion area will support 
the establishment of GO 
Rail services in Bolton. 

(1) support the development of complete communities by incorporating: 
- complete streets, accommodating the needs of different road users, including transit and active transportation 
- location of community services, public institutions, and open space to create community hubs to support active transportation and transit 
- integration of residential and retail / commercial to support active transportation and transit 

  (2) identify and promote innovative ways to build more compact, transit supportive complete communities in greenfield developments  
  (10) with a view to increasing intensification targets to better support protection of natural resources, achieving compact urban form, supporting transit, reducing traffic 

congestion and lowering greenhouse gas emissions:  
- assess and apply potential increases in intensification targets to accommodate higher density targets in designated greenfield areas, to provide better support for transit-
related intensification and stronger criteria for settlement boundary expansions 

  (14) increase density targets for designated greenfield areas to support transit, low-carbon complete communities and mitigate climate change  
  (15) better identify strategic areas within region’s transit network to focus intensification; explore ways to require transit-supportive densities and excellence in the design of 

built form and public realm in transit areas 
  (16) ensure provincial and federal investments support timely transit and stimulate new transit-supportive development 
  (25) provide policies that relate to planned and existing transit and transportation networks to connect areas of office, institutional and retail employment, and to create high-

quality, mixed-use employment nodes that are safe for cycling or walking.  Incorporate: 
- a focus on major transit station areas 
- coordination with Metrolinx’s The Big Move  
- a focus on urban design elements to create attractive and safe spaces that support transit and active transportation 

  (60) recognize key roles of the MTO, Metrolinx and The Big Move in achieving regional mobility; 
- establish a consistent monitoring program to integrate progress on transit initiatives   

  (62) clarify and strengthen requirements for transportation demand management in specific areas (i.e. GO stations, urban growth centres, intensification corridors, 
employment lands and large scale development projects)  

  (64) amend the plans to direct Metrolinx, municipalities and their local transit providers to integrate all modes of transit in the region (including GO Trains, subways, light rail 
and bus rapid transit and bus services) in order to provide better connectivity and access across the region   

(2) Promote 
Healthy and 
Livable 
Communities 

N/A 

 

  (1) support the development of complete communities by incorporating: 
- urban design including built form, streetscapes, green infrastructure and open spaces that support human health, a pedestrian-friendly environment and a vibrant public 
realm  
- a complete streets approach to transportation planning and design that considers how best to accommodate the needs of different road users within the street network, 
including transit as well as safe and convenient active transportation choices  
- integration of residential and retail/commercial development in a way that supports active transportation and transit 

  (2) identify and promote innovative ways to build more compact, transit-supportive complete communities in greenfield developments  
  (4) develop a strategy for a system of diverse and well-connected parks and trails, including connections to destinations in and around river valleys, to meet the needs of 

urban and rural communities for recreation, tourism and associated economic opportunities  



Priority 
Criteria 

Meridian Criteria June 
2013 & 

 Ranking of Importance 
Crombie Report Recommendations (Planning for Health, Prosperity and Growth) Dec. 2015 

 

(2) Promote Healthy and Livable 
Communities …(con’t)… 

 

  (14) increase density targets for designated greenfield areas in order to support increased frequency of transit, the development of low-carbon, complete communities and 
mitigate climate change 

  (16) ensure provincial and federal investments support timely transit and stimulate new transit-supportive development 
  (20) establish stronger criteria to control settlement area expansion and ensure complete communities by requiring that MCR’s for expansion proposals include: 

- application of higher intensification and density requirements 
  (25) Provide policies that relate to planned and existing transit and transportation networks to connect areas of office, institutional and retail employment, and to create high-

quality, mixed-use employment nodes that are safe for cycling and walking. Incorporate:  
- a focus on designated urban growth centres and major transit station areas as well as other areas where there are existing concentrations of office space  
- coordination with Metrolinx’s The Big Move  
- focus on urban design elements to create attractive and safe spaces that support transit and active transportation 

  (62) clarify and strengthen requirements for transportation demand management in specific areas (i.e. GO stations, urban growth centres, intensification corridors, 
employment lands and large scale development projects)    

  (63) reduce barriers to active transportation by strengthening policies that identify cycling, walking and other non-motorized transportation as an essential part of the 
transportation network and by encouraging active transportation plans at a municipal scale 
 

(3) Impact on 
Employment 
Lands 

HIGH 
 

  (3) Development in the 
expansion area will have 
minimal impacts on the 
function of existing and 
planned employment 
lands. 

(20) establish stronger criteria to control settlement area expansion and ensure complete communities by requiring that MCR’s for expansion proposals include: 
- protection of employment lands  

  (23) recognize the dynamics of changing economy, better protect industrial uses, and provide greater flexibility to growing knowledge and service-based economy by: 
- identify core employment areas that support and protect traditional employment uses (i.e. industry) and excluding incompatible and sensitive uses such as residential, 
institutions and retail 
- mixed use employment areas that would support a mix of permitted employment uses 
 

(4) Municipal 
Financial 
Impact 

N/A 
 

  (20) establish stronger criteria to control settlement area expansion and ensure complete communities by requiring that MCR’s for expansion proposals include: 
- asset management plans to demonstrate availability, sustainability, financing of existing and new infrastructure for water, SWM, WW, waste management, transit, and roads  
- assessment of long term fiscal sustainability of the community  
 
 
 
 
 



Priority 
Criteria 

Meridian Criteria June 
2013 & 

 Ranking of Importance 
Crombie Report Recommendations (Planning for Health, Prosperity and Growth) Dec. 2015 

 

(5) Logical 
Extension to 
Urban Area 

MODERATE 
 

 (1) The expansion area is a 
logical extension to the 
current built-up area and 
will be well integrated into 
the fabric of the existing 
developed area. 
 

(1) support the development of complete communities by incorporating: 
- urban design including built form, streetscapes, green infrastructure, a pedestrian friendly environment and vibrant public realm 

 
 

(20) establish stronger criteria to control settlement area expansion and ensure complete communities by requiring that MCR’s for expansion proposals include: 
- proof of availability of existing or planned community services to ensure complete communities (e.g., community hubs including schools, community centres, parks and 
trails) 

 
 

(25) provide policies that relate to planned and existing transit and transportation networks to connect areas of office, institutional and retail employment, and to create high-
quality, mixed-use employment nodes that are safe for cycling or walking.  Incorporate: 
- a focus on urban design elements to create attractive and safe spaces that support transit and active transportation  

(6) Capacity in 
Road System to 
Accommodate 
Growth 

MODERATE 

 

 (6) There is capacity in the 
existing and already 
planned major road system 
to accommodate 
development in the 
expansion area without 
having a significant impact 
on the level of service. 
 

(20) establish stronger criteria to control settlement area expansion and ensure complete communities by requiring that MCR’s for expansion proposals include: 
- asset management plans to demonstrate availability, sustainability, financing of existing and new infrastructure for water, SWM, WW, waste management, transit, and roads  
 

  (49) undertake integrated planning and decision-making for land use and infrastructure in order to identify the most cost-effective and sustainable options to support growth 
and build complete communities, and take into account the following: 
- transportation master planning 
- water, SW and WW master planning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Priority 
Criteria 

Meridian Criteria June 
2013 & 

 Ranking of Importance 
Crombie Report Recommendations (Planning for Health, Prosperity and Growth) Dec. 2015 

 

(7) Minimize 
Expensive 
Servicing for 
Future 
Development  

HIGH 

 

 (8) Development in the 
expansion area will not 
result in the need for 
complex and expensive 
servicing infrastructure 
upgrades that may have an 
impact on the availability 
of the lands for 
development in 2021. 
 

(20) establish stronger criteria to control settlement area expansion and ensure complete communities by requiring that MCR’s for expansion proposals include: 
- asset management plans to demonstrate availability, sustainability, financing of existing and new infrastructure for water, SWM, WW, waste management, transit, and roads  

  (41) (sub)watershed planning should address linkages with infrastructure plans and official plans  
 

  (49) undertake integrated planning and decision-making for land use and infrastructure in order to identify the most cost-effective and sustainable options to support growth 
and build complete communities, and take into account the following: 
- opportunities to coordinate infrastructure needs among smaller municipalities 
- full lifecycle costing and environmental assessment of infrastructure needed for settlement expansion  
 

  (50) work with municipalities to coordinate the delivery of infrastructure upgrades to ensure the best use of public funds and minimize disruption for the surrounding 
community (i.e. opportunities for cost-sharing to fund projects, and alignment of timing for construction)  
 

  (52) require counties, regions and municipalities to improve the integration of infrastructure decision-making and land use planning among upper-tier authorities to maximize 
efficiencies and achieve desired planning outcomes   
 

  (55) require comprehensive (sub)watershed SW based master plans for greenfield areas prior to any major new development, to include: 
- description of ongoing maintenance of existing SWM facilities and costs 
- assessment of the effectiveness of environmental protection provided by existing SWM facilities 
- evaluation of the cumulative environmental impacts of SW from existing and planned development  
 

  (56) direct the use of green infrastructure and low-impact development techniques in retrofitting existing urban areas, new greenfield developments, in order to protect 
water quality, reduce SW runoff and improve resilience to climate change 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Priority 
Criteria 

Meridian Criteria June 
2013 & 

 Ranking of Importance 
Crombie Report Recommendations (Planning for Health, Prosperity and Growth) Dec. 2015 

 

(8) Impact on 
Comprehensive 
Planning 
Studies 

MODERATE 

 

 (2) The selection of the 
expansion area will provide 
for the completion of a 
component of the existing 
urban area and will not 
prejudice the preparation 
of larger-scale 
comprehensive planning 
studies in the future. 
 

(1) support the development of complete communities by incorporating: 
- urban design including built form, streetscapes, green infrastructure, a pedestrian friendly environment and vibrant public realm 
 

(9) Impact on 
Development 
Potential by 
Existing 
(Natural 
Heritage) 
Features 

MODERATE 

 

 (5) There are no sensitive 
or significant features 
within the expansion area 
that will have a moderate 
to high impact on the 
development potential of 
the lands and/or on the 
design and layout of the 
new residential area. 
 

(1) support the development of complete communities by incorporating: 
- protection of viable, healthy natural heritage systems 
 

  (20) establish stronger criteria to control settlement area expansion and ensure complete communities by requiring that MCR’s for expansion proposals include: 
- implementation of source water protection plans to protect significant GW recharge areas and highly vulnerable aquifer 
- comprehensive (sub)watershed planning to identify and protect a healthy and viable natural heritage system and maintain water quality and quantity 
 

  (41) (sub)watershed planning should address: 
- climate change mitigation and adaptation, including resilience to increased flooding risk 
- Source water protection plans, science and information 
- Water budgeting and conservation 
- capacity to supply water, treat and manage SW, treat and assimilate WW, 
- cumulative impacts of existing land uses and proposed developments in the watershed   
- measures to protect natural heritage systems, water resources and aquatic ecology 
 



Priority 
Criteria 

Meridian Criteria June 
2013 & 

 Ranking of Importance 
Crombie Report Recommendations (Planning for Health, Prosperity and Growth) Dec. 2015 

 

(9) Impact on Development Potential by 
Existing (Natural Heritage) Features (con’t…) 

 

  (43) improve mapping of natural heritage systems by: 
- requiring consistent and comprehensive local scale mapping and protection of viable NHS’s as part of (sub)watershed plans prior to approval of development plans 
 

  (44) strengthen protection of NHS’s by: 
- developing an NHS enhancement strategy, including priorities and resources to implement securement, stewardship, recreation, and enhancement of features, linkages and 
functions   
 

  (49) undertake integrated planning and decision-making for land use and infrastructure in order to identify the most cost-effective and sustainable options to support growth 
and build complete communities, and take into account the following: 
- watershed planning 
- Natural heritage system planning 
 
 
 

(10) Optimize 
Existing and 
Planned 
(Community) 
Infrastructure  

LOW 

 

 (9) New development in 
the expansion area will 
optimize the use of existing 
and already planned 
community infrastructure.  

(1) support the development of complete communities by incorporating: 
- provision of parks, trails, recreation facilities 
- identification and protection of cultural heritage  

  (4) develop a strategy for a system of diverse and well-connected parks and trails, including connections to destinations in and around river valleys, to meet the needs of 
urban and rural communities for recreation, tourism and associated economic opportunities  
 

  (20) establish stronger criteria to control settlement area expansion and ensure complete communities by requiring that MCR’s for expansion proposals include: 
- proof of availability of existing or planned community services (schools, community centres, parks and trails) 
 

(11) Support 
Planned 
Commercial 
Function of 
Bolton  

LOW 

 

 (10) The location of the 
expansion area will support 
the planned function of 
existing and already 
planned commercial areas 
in Bolton. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Priority 
Criteria 

Meridian Criteria June 
2013 & 

 Ranking of Importance 
Crombie Report Recommendations (Planning for Health, Prosperity and Growth) Dec. 2015 

 

(12) Land Use 
Impact on 
Agricultural 
Activities 

Low 

 

 (4) Land use conflicts 
between development in 
the expansion area and 
normal farm practices over 
the long term in the 
adjacent prime agricultural 
area are minimal. 

(20) establish stronger criteria to control settlement area expansion and ensure complete communities by requiring that MCR’s for expansion proposals include: 
- apply stronger criteria to limit the conversion and fragmentation of prime agricultural lands  

  (30) ensure studies and assessment of potential impacts in agriculture (AIA’s) are required for proposed major transportation infrastructure, urban boundary expansions and 
other major developments close to farms 

(13) Climate 
Change 

N/A  

  (1) support the development of complete communities by incorporating: 
- Measures to work towards a net-zero state, reduce energy consumption and decrease greenhouse gas emissions 

  (14) increase density targets for designated greenfield areas to support transit, low-carbon complete communities and mitigate climate change  
  (20) establish stronger criteria to control settlement area expansion and ensure complete communities by requiring that MCR’s for expansion proposals include: 

- measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and increase resilience to climate change 
  (41) (sub)watershed planning should address: 

- climate change mitigation and adaptation, including resilience to increased flooding risk 
  (54) undertake municipal climate change vulnerability risk assessments, informed by (sub) watershed plans, to guide the design of resilient infrastructure that has the capacity 

to cope with climate change impacts in order to enhance resilience and reduce flood damage 
  (67) include climate change mitigation and adaptation in the vision, goals and policies of the four plans 
  (68) require municipalities to prepare climate change plans or incorporate policies into official plans to advance climate change mitigation and goals  

 


