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May 11,2009
Dear Head of Council,
On April 14, the governments of Canada and Ontario called on Ontario
municipalities to apply for money under the new, national $4-billion Infrastructure
Stimulus Fund. The aim is to get shovels in the ground for infrastructure projects
that can start quickly and be completed over the next two years. Both the
Government of Canada and the Government of Ontario are committed to making
significant investments to help communities weather this economic storm, create
jobs and inject much needed stimulus money into the economy.
We are pleased to report that Ontario municipalities have risen to the
challenge. Over 2700 project applications worth a total of $6 billion from 425
separate municipalities and communities across the province were received by
the deadline of Friday, May 1.
We would like you to know that our two governments are committed to
assessing applications quickly. Priority will be given to those projects that are
truly shovel ready.
Successful proponents will be notified as soon as possible so that they
can move projects forward. Financial agreements will be signed between the
Province of Ontario and municipalities. Prior to final approval of project funding
and the conclusion of an agreement with the Province, the Municipality must
provide proof of Council support for the approved project and the municipal
contribution.
In addition to the new Stimulus Fund, we are also assessing the 420
applications - worth more than $1 billion in total project costs - received through
the second intake of the Communities Component of Building Canada. In its
Budget 2009, the federal government announced a Communities Component
Top-Up of $500 million available to municipalities for projects that could be
started and completed by March 31, 201 1. The Government of Ontario has set
aside matching funds for Ontario's portion of the top-up funding in its recent
provincial budget. Results of this second intake will be announced soon so work
can get under way.
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The early results of this process are testament to a great deal of
collaboration and shared enthusiasm in responding to the economic crisis by all
three levels of government. We are encouraged particularly by the willingness of
Ontario municipalities to put forward immediate investments in infrastructure.

Sincerely,

John Baird, P.C., M.P.
Canada's Minister of Transport,
lnfrastructure and Communities

George Smitherman, M.P.P.
Ontario's Deputy Premier and
Minister of Energy and
lnfrastructure

P.S. In addition to the Stimulus Fund and the Building Canada Fund
Communities Component, there will be additional project funding announced for
major infrastructure projects in Ontario.
For more information, visit:
www.buildingcanada.~c.caand
www.bcfontario.ca

