DATE:

October 6,2009

REPORT TITLE: NATIONAL CHILD DAY 2009
FROM:

Janet Menard, Commissioner of Human Services
Janette Smith, Commissioner of Health Services
David L. Mowat, MBChB, MPH, FRCPC, Medical Officer of Health

RECOMMENDATION
That November 20th, 2009 be proclaimed National Child Day in the Regional Municipality
of Peel;
And further, that members of Regional Council wear the designated royal blue and yellow
pin to demonstrate their support and commitment to children and the National Child Day.
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Canada's National Child Day is commemorated November 20th each year as enacted by
the Parliament of Canada. It ensures that the voices of children are taken into account in
all Canadian economic, social and political decisions.
It is recommended that Regional Council proclaim November 20th, 2009 as National Child
Day in Peel, and wear the designated royal blue and yellow pin to demonstrate their
support and commitment to children. In addition, the Region of Peel will again

DISCUSSION
1. Background

In 1993, the Government of Canada enacted Bill C-371, otherwise known as the Child Day
Act, and designated November 20th each year as National Child Day. The day
commemorates the United Nations adoption of two landmark documents pertaining to the
rights of children and youth. November 20th, 2009 will honour ,Canadian children and the
rights and responsibilities enshrined in the two documents: The United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of the Child on November 20th, 1959 and The United Nations Convention on
the Rights of the Child on November 20th, 1989.
The documents outline the responsibilities of the child, governments, families and caregivers
to promote and support the fundamental rights of all children and youth. All children and
youth are entitled to inherent rights which can be defined as those basic necessities
required for them to grow to their full potential and live with dignity as human beings. Some
of the rights include the provision of a supportive family, adequate food, clothing, housing,
education and protection from all forms of harm.
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This year marks the 20th anniversary of the UN Convention on the Rights of Children. It is
an important year to reflect on how well we are fulfilling our responsibility to the children in
our community. As a Regional community we have a profound opportunity to positively
impact on the lives of children. The purpose of National Child Day in Canada is to promote
awareness of the Convention, and proclaiming the day in Peel is an opportunity to engage
our local community in valuing and honouring the lives of children.
2. Actions in Support of National Child Day

To promote National Child Day, the Region of Peel has endorsed a number of activities,
including but not limited to, the following:
a) Promotion of Blue and Yellow Pin
Staff will be provided with a pin that is royal blue and yellow in colour. The blue
signifies support for the National Child Day and the yellow signifies Peel's support of
the day and the Peel Children's Charter of Rights.
b) Peel Children's Charter of Rights
To give children a voice and raise awareness of children's rights, Success By 6 Peel
has worked with community representatives, school boards and daycares to create
the Peel Children's Charter of Rights. On May 27, 2007 Regional Council endorsed
the Charter of Rights. In addition, a strategy was created for Regional staff to utilize
Charter messages in their day to day interactions with community agencies, parents
and caregivers. This strategy helps to raise awareness in the community of the need
to support the rights and views of children, and to educate children about their rights
and responsibilities.

In 2009, Success By 6 Peel committee members will again visit Peel hospitals to deliver
to babies born on November 20th a baby "onesie" that has the Charter of Rights printed
on it and a letter to the child and the parents.
c) Strategic Management of Current Issues
The Region of Peel continues to examine issues facing young children and works
strategically and collaboratively with key stakeholders to address these issues to
ensure that children grow to their full potential. For example, the Human Services
Department offers a daily drop-in early learning program that provides vital intervention
supports for children zero to six years of age at three shelter locations throughout Peel.
d) Nurturing the Next Generation
As part of Health Services, Public Health has identified within its ten year strategic plan,
Nurturing the Next Generation as a priority initiative. The goal is to optimize early child
development for Peel families by providing the education and support needed to ensure
that expectant mothers are healthy before and during pregnancy, that birth outcomes are
positive, and that the attachment relationship between parent and child has been firmly
established during the first year of life.
e) Parent Engagement
Children and families will be invited to participate in diverse activities commemorating
this special day. Multilingual messages from the parents expressing the significance of
National Child Day to their children will be displayed on large banners at each of the
Learn.Play.Care centres. In addition, specially designed rulers and erasers will be
distributed to all children attending regional centres.
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3. Recommendation

In order to celebrate children, their importance in society, and to protect and promote their
rights, it is recommended that Regional Council proclaim November 20th, 2009 as National
Child Day in the Region of Peel. Members of Regional Council are encouraged to wear the
designated pin to demonstrate their support and commitment to ensuring that the voices of
children are taken into account in all economic, social and political decisions in Canada.
Children are active citizens who can and should contribute meaningfully to decisions
made in Canada. This celebration demonstrates Peel's commitment to advocate for
children's rights and create a Canada that enables all children to achieve their full
potential.

Janet Menard
Commissioner of Human Services

lU~anette
Smith
Commissioner of Health Services

David L. Mowat, MBChB, MPH, FRCPC
Medical Officer of Health
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APPENDIX I

NATIONAL CHILD DAY
November 20,2009
WHEREAS, on November 20, 1959 the General Assembly of the United Nations
Proclaimed by Resolution 1/86 the Declaration on the Rights of the Child and on
November 20, 1989 adopted the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child;
AND WHEREAS, National Child Day is held November 20th each year as enacted
by the Parliament of Canada in 1993 in Bill C-371, otherwise known as The Child
Day Act;
AND WHEREAS, Regional Council accepted, endorsed and supported Peel's
Children's Charter of Rights, presented by Success By 6 Peel on May 24, 2007,
including: That November 20 be proclaimed National Child Day in the Region of
Peel;
AND WHEREAS, the National Child Day provides an opportunity to promote
awareness of the basic human rights to which children (under the age of 18)
everywhere are entitled; and to celebrate children as actors in their own lives as
active citizens who can and should meaningfully contribute to decision-making
as we create a Canada fit for children;
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, THAT November 20, 2009 be proclaimed
"NATIONAL CHILD DAY" in the Regional Municipality of Peel.

Emil Koib
Regional Chair

