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Mr. Joseph C. Grogan
268 Bell Air Drive
Bolton, Ontario
L7E 2A1
Dear Mr. Grogan:

Thank you for your letter and e-mail about your concerns regarding Long Combination Vehicles
(LCVs). As the new Minister of Transportation, I am pleased to respond.
First and foremost, I want to stress that I share your concern for the safety of Ontarians. Ontario
has consistently been a North American leader in vehicle safety, including tractor trailer safety.
The Ontario Long Combination Vehicle (LCV) Pilot Program is designed to reflect our
commitment to safety. As such, it employs the most stringent LCV standards in North America.
The LCV program is part of the government's harmonization efforts with Quebec and part of our
strategy to remain economically competitive. Although Quebec has had LCVs operating within
its borders for over 20 years, Quebec-based camers have had to improve their operating
procedures to meet our higher standards with no compromise on our part. Quebec-based carriers
must have an Ontario LCV permit to operate here.
Ontario's LCV program requires all LCV operators to adhere to a rigorous set of conditions.
You can review the program conditions on the Ministry of Transportation's website at
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca~englisWtmcks/lcv/prog-conditions.shl.
Our review of other
jurisdictions that allow LCVs foupd that under these carefully controlled operating conditions
and on routes specified by special permit, LCVs were safer than individual tractor-trailers.
Ontario has also put the necessary enforcement procedures in place to ensure all LCVs in our
province are operating within required parameters.
The trucking sector plays an important role in Ontario's economy. Trucks move the majority of
goods within and outside of the province. Trucking industry forecasts predict there will again
be a shortage of drivers. LCVs have one tractor pulling two full-length semi-trailers in place of
two separate tractor-trailer combinations. In times of driver shortages, these vehicles will allow
carriers to remain competitive while keeping Ontario's economy moving safely and more
efficiently.
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LCV operators must have a valid Class A driver's licence with an air brake endorsement and a
minimum of five years provable tractor-trailer driving experience. The driver must have
successfully passed a government-approved LCV Driver Training Program which includes
classroom, yard and on-road training, proficiency testing and at least 1,000 kilometres of
practical LCV experience, involving having a qualified LCV Driver Trainer sitting in the cab.
As well, we also have strict requirements regarding a driver's record, related to Criminal Code
convictions and moving violations.
Although LCVs are longer, axle and total weight limits may not exceed those presently allowed
for existing shorter tractor-trailers. This means stress on highway pavement is actually slightly
reduced, as each LCV trip involves a single tractor rather than the two tractors to haul trailers
individually. LCVs also provide a number of efficiencies, including less rolling resistance (as
one tractor is eliminated) and less wind resistance.
LCVs are not allowed on roads that have not passed a rigorous approval process which includes
an engineering assessment by ministry-approved professional engineers. The assessments ensure
that LCVs can safely manoeuvre through existing roads with no changes to existing
infrastructure. These assessments are approved first by the municipality and only then by
ministry.
There has been a very inclusive consultative process associated with this program that includes
public input. As Minister Bradley noted, we examined best practices and consulted extensively
with police services, public safety officials, and municipalities, including the Region of Peel.
A survey of the public via telephone (registered with the Canadian Survey Research Council)
was also conducted.
Initial operations under this program have been very successful. To date there have been 4,114
LCV trips, with a total of 1,281,268 kilometres driven. There have been no LCV-related
incidents as well as no LCV condition violations since the pilot program began.
Thank you again for your letter and your interest in road safety in Ontario,
Sincerely,

Kathleen Wynne
Minister
c:

Annette Groves, Representative, Ward 5, Region of Peel
Sylvia Jones, MPP, Dufferin-Caledon
Emil Kolb, Regional Chair, Region of Peel
Her Worship Marolyn Morrison, Mayor, Town of Caledon
Peter Tabuns, MPP, Toronto-Danforth

