THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF PEEL
WASTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
MINUTES

WMC-2011-2

The Waste Management Committee met on Thursday, April 7, 2011 at 1.08 p.m. in the Council
Chamber, Regional Administrative Headquarters, 10 Peel Centre Drive, Suite A, Brampton.
Members Present:

P. Foley*; C. Fonseca; E. Kolb; E. Moore; M. Morrison';
R. Paterak; P. Saito'; J. Sanderson'; J. Sprovieri; R. Starr*;
A. Thompson; J. Tovey*"

Members Absent:

Nil

Also Present:

D. Szwarc, Chief Administrative Officer; N. Trim, Chief Financial
Officer and Commissioner of Corporate Services; D. Labrecque,
Commissioner of Public Works; N. Lee, Director, Waste
Management; L. Conrad, Manager, Waste Operations; E. Pascual,
Manager, Program Planning; B. Shepherd, Manager, Collections
and Processing; C. Reid, Regional Clerk and Director of Clerk's;
S. Jurrius, Committee Clerk

Chaired by Councillor J. Sanderson

1.

DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST - Nil

2.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
RECOMMENDATION WM-4-2011:
That the agenda for the April 7, 2011 Waste Management Committee
meeting be amended to include a delegation by Rod Muir, Partner, SureClose Inc. regarding the in-home foodscrap collection container, to be
dealt with under DelegationslPresentations- Item 3a;
And further, that the agenda for the April 7, 2011 Waste Management
Committee meeting be approved, as amended.
See also DeleaationslPresentations- Item 3a

* See text for arrivals

* See text for departures
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Additional ltem - ltem 3a:
a)

Rod Muir, Partner, Sure-Close Inc., Regarding the Sure-Close in-Home
Foodscrap Collection Container
Received
See also Approval of Aqenda and Communications - ltem 5a

Councillor Tovey arrived at 1:12 p.m
Councillor Foley arrived at ? : I 6 p.m.
Rod Muir, Partner, Sure-Close Inc., introduced and provided a demonstration of the Sure-Close
in-home foodscrap collection container to the Committee. The container utilizes double-seal
technology, including interlocking seal with superior lid clasp. Rod Muir stated that the container is
user friendly and will not spill open if dropped accidentally. In response to questions from the
members of the Committee, Rod Muir stated the product, if mass-produced, is estimated at $4-$5
per container and guaranteed to resist wear and tear for a couple of years. Sure-Close in-home
foodscrap collection container is designed and manufactured in Ottawa.

ltem 5a was dealt with.
5.

COMMUNICATIONS
a)

Rod Muir, Partner, Sure-Close Inc., Letter dated March 3, 201 1, Introducing the
Sure-Close in-Home Foodscrap Collection Container
Received
See also Deleaations/Presentations - ltem 3a

4.

REPORTS
a)

Waste Management Program Objective, Goals and Actions
Presentation by Norman Lee, Director, Waste Management
Received

A copy of the presentation is available from the Office of the Regional Clerk.
Norman Lee, Director, Waste Management, provided an update on the Region's Long Term
Waste Management Strategy. He also presented an overview of the draft Waste Management
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program objective, goals and actions that are aligned with and support the Region of Peel
strategic plan, official plan and other Regional initiatives. Norman Lee stated that any feedback
from the members of the Waste Management Committee will be incorporated in the final report
to Regional Council due after its summer hiatus.
Councillor Saito departed at 1:32 p.m.
Councillor Thompson stated that the Region should team up with the Boards of Education to
increase awareness and educate the students about recycling to minimize the impact of waste
to the environment. He stated that early education of students is crucial to the success of
waste diversion and will reflect how the students and the public will treat recycling in the future.
Norman Lee undertook to incorporate the importance of educating students in the final report to
Council. He stated that, subject to Council approval, Regional staff intends to develop
educational waste tool kits for schools and develop a program to introduce green bins to
schools in response to the requests from students and teachers. Norman Lee indicated that
staff will continue educating the public and possibly partner with the different levels of the
Boards of Education to make it happen.
In response to a question from Councillor Paterak, Norman Lee stated that the amount of
household hazardous waste collected in 2009 is minimal with a combined total of approximately
one percent of 500,000 tonnes of waste.
Norman Lee, Director, Waste Management, was requested by Councillor Paterak to send a
memo to the members of the Waste Management Committee explaining the fly ash or Air
Pollution Control Residue (APC) disposal and transfer process.
Councillor Fonseca recognized the importance of educating the public and the students about
reducelreuse of waste and recovery of energy from waste.
In response to a question from Councillor Tovey, Norman Lee provided a brief overview
regarding the institutionallcommercial and industrial (ICI) sector. Norman Lee, Director, Waste
Management was requested by Councillor Tovey to incorporate information on ICI when the
final report on Waste Management program goals and actions is presented to Regional
Council, including the provincial requirementslregulations and the strategies of how the Region
deals with ICI.
David Szwarc, Chief Administrative Officer, stated that the report will also include information
about the Region's participation in the Partners in Project Green with the Toronto and Region
Conservation Authority (TRCA) on how to reduce waste cost particularly in energy consumption
and disposable waste.
Norman Lee, Director, Waste Management was requested by Regional Chair Kolb to show that
some landfilled waste is converted to energy through utilization of landfill gas.
Regional Chair Kolb undertook to share with the Committee more information on Waterloo's
partnership with the private sector to build an ICI plant in the area.
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Norman Lee, Director, Waste Management was requested by Regional Chair Kolb to report
back on the following:
r

o

implications of implementing a bi-weekly a bi-weekly garbage collection in the Region of
Peel;
review the Waste Management Guideline brochure to clearly identify acceptable and
recyclable materials for inclusion in the blue box.
consider setting up a subcommittee of Waste Management Committee to review options
for the Algonquin Power Energy-from-Waste Facility contract which expires in 2012.

With the assistance of the Director, Waste Management, Regional Chair Kolb undertook to
send a letter to the Dufferin-Peel Catholic School Board to encourage the students from the
Robert F. Hall Secondary Catholic School located on Old Church Road in the Town of Caledon
to participate in the clean up of the area in order to raise awareness about recycling, organics
and composting.
In response to inquiries from Councillor Foley, Norman Lee stated that the Region works
closely with the Eco School Program for continued education on waste and recycling. Due to
health and safety requirements, specific areas in the Peel lntegrated Waste Management
Facility (PIWMF) must have proper lighting and that the roof at the PIWMF was not designed to
hold solar panels.
Discussion occurred with respect to proper disposal of diapers in the Region of Peel. In
response to questions from the Committee, Norman Lee advised that Regional staff reviewed
the feasibility of introducing a diaper program in Peel and concluded that it would be expensive
to run the program. He stated that the program in Montreal had been granted special funding
that made it possible for the city to provide that type of service to their residents. However,
Norman Lee undertook to re-examine the program and its benefits when staff reviews the
implications of introducing a bi-weekly program in Peel.
Councillor Sanderson stated that the Region of Peel encourage the Province to perform spot
audits on different waste facilities to ensure proper waste disposal in the waste streams.
b)

Waste Reduction and Reuse Strategy
Presentation by Norman Lee, Director, Waste Management
Received

Copies of the presentations are available from the Office of the Regional Clerk.
Norman Lee, Director, Waste Management, provided an overview of the proposed waste
reduction and reuse strategies and tactics to increase waste diversion in the Region of Peel.
Norman Lee was requested by Regional Chair Kolb to share with the Committee information
about the new Sims electronic recycling facility and the positive benefits of recycling electronics to
better educate the public.
Councillor Sanderson departed at 2:34 p.m., due to a personal matter
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Vice-Chair Councillor Paterak assumed the Chair.
In response to a question from Councillor Foley, Norman Lee stated that it is hard to decipher the
biodegradable plastic packages in the sorting process at the recycling facilities. He indicated that
the waste management industry is looking into the matter to resolve the issue of recycling plastic
packages.
Councillor Tovey departed at 2:38 p.m., due to'other municipal business
Councillor Paterak asked if Regional staff considered the use of webcams at the Material
Recovery Facility (MRFs) so that the public can view it live on the internet. He stated that it
would be a good tool to convey messages to the public and those schools can utilize it by
directing their students to visit the website or watch the video on You Tube. Norman Lee
undertook to review the implications of streaming the video on the internet as part of the
communication tools staff will develop.
Councillor Morrison departed at 2:43 p.m.
c)

Update on Long Term Waste Disposal Study
Presentation by Norman Lee, Director, Waste Management
Received

A copy of the presentation is available from the Office of the Regional Clerk.
Norman Lee, Director, Waste Management provided a high level overview of the different criteria
that will be used to evaluate the technology classes and waste disposal system options available
to process municipal solid waste (MSW) in the Region of Peel. He indicated that the results of the
analysis will be presented to Regional Council by June 201 1.
In response to a suggestion from Regional Chair Kolb, Norman Lee stated that Regional staff will
provide information on the total energy recoveredlcaptured, including the steam, coming out of the
Algonquin Power Energy-from-Waste Facility.
Councillor Thompson commented that Regional staff should look into mobility hubs as alternatives
for incineration sites in the future. He commented that energy from waste is the way to go in the
future and landfill is still the cheapest option for waste disposal. Councillor Thompson stated that,
in his opinion, the Region needs to take leadership and responsibility to develop an action plan by
partnering with private industrial users to reduce usage of garbage, before the summer of 201 1
ends.
Councillor Sprovieri requested the Director, Waste Management, to provide information on
emerging technologies presently used by potential vendors and provide an analysis on the
different technologies.
Councillor Starr departed at 3:14 p.m.
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Councillor Moore requested the Director, Waste Management, to prepare a chart or matrix that
would outline all the long term waste disposal options, status of the technologies, timelines,
potential obstacles, locations and cost savings that would be beneficial when the Committee
makes its decision.
Councillor Sprovieri requested the Director, Waste Management, to include financial implications
for all technologies to be used for the long term waste disposal options.

5.

COMMUNICATIONS
b)

Rod Muir, Partner, Sure-Close Inc., Letter dated March 3, 201 1, Introducing the
Sure-Close in-Home Foodscrap Collection Container
This item was dealt with earlier in the meeting

6.

IN CAMERA MATTERS - Nil

7.

OTHER BUSINESS

Councillor Thompson expressed his gratitude to the Waste Management staff in facilitating the
site tours at the Peel Integrated Waste Management Facility, Algonquin Power Energy-fromWaste Facility and the Peel Curing Facility for the Peel Soil and Crop Association held on April
4, 2011. He stated that the tour was very educational and well received with over a hundred
attendees.
Norman Lee, Director, Waste Management, commended Larry Conrad, Manager, Waste
Operations, and his staff in arranging and overseeing the site tours.

8.

NEXT MEETING
The next meeting date of the Waste Management Committee is scheduled for
Thursday, May 5, 201 1 at 1:00 p.m., Regional Administrative Headquarters, Council
Chamber, 5th floor, 10 Peel Centre Drive, Suite A, Brampton, ON.
Please forward regrets to Stephanie Jurrius, Legislative Specialist, (905) 791-7800,
extension 4502 or at stephanie.iurrius@,peelreaion.ca.

9.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 3:26 p.m

