CANADA'S PUBLIC HEALTH LEADER
LE LEADER CANADIEN EN SANTB PUBLIQUE

August 5, 2011
Mr. Emil Kolb
Regional Chair and Chef Executive Officer
The Regional Municipality of Peel
10 Peel Centre Dr.
Brampton, ON L6T4B9

Subject: Provincial and National Policies to Support Immunization Record
Systems Resolution No. 2011-129
Dear Mr. Kolb:
Thank you for your letter of March 9, 2011 in which you bring to the attention of the
Canadian Public Health Association (CPHA) the resolution passed by the Peel Regional
Council concerning the need for a strengthened National Immunization Strategy. CPHA
has advocated consistently over the past few years for a renewed National Immunization
Strategy (NIS). The Association fully endorses the recommendations of the 2009
Roundtable, in particular the call for harmonization of immunization records through a
national immunization registry. The systematic collection of immunization data in a
national immunization registry would modernize the way jurisdictions communicate
patients' immunization histories and help to ensure coverage rates are high enough
throughout the country to best protect Canadians.
CPHA continues to advocate for the renewal and strengthening of the NIS. As secretariat
for the Canadian Coalition for Immunization Awareness and Promotion, CPHA facilitates
and coordinates the activities of the Coalition to ensure consistent messages related to
the need for a strengthened National Immunization Strategy. We will also be providing
input, at the invitation of the Public Health Agency of Canada, through a national
consultation intended t o inform the federal government as to the content of a renewed
strategy. I n addition, CPHA has integrated recommendations related to the NIS in its
recent communication to the Council of the Federation and the provincial and territorial
Ministers of Health regarding the place of public health in a future FPT health agreement.
Itrust this information will reassure you of CPHA's commitment to advocate for a
renewed and improved NIS. Thank you for bringing your resolution to our attention.
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c.c: -$Janette Smith - Commissioner of Health Services
Dr. David Mowat - Medical Officer of Health
400-1565 Carting, Ottawa, Ontario K1Z 8R1
0) 613.725.3769 1 B 613.725.9826 1 33 info@cpha.ca

March 9, 2011

Resolution No. 201 1-129

Ms. Debra Lynkowski
Chief Executive Officer
Canadian Public Health Association
300-1 565 Carling Ave
Ottawa, Ontario K-l Z 8R1
Dear Ms. Lynkowski:
Subject:

Provincial and National Policies to Support I.mmunization Record Systems

At its meeting held on February 24, 201 1, Peel Regional Council considered how several levels of
governments might cooperate to support more effective programs of immunization. Council was
made aware of several components of the National lmmunization Strategy which have not yet been
implemented, and of the recent findings of the Roundtable convened by the Canadian Public Health
Association, which reinforce the need for concerted action. Council was particularly interested in the
potential of a National lmmunization Registry to render local immunization record systems more
effective and efficient.
Accordingly, Council approved the following resolution:
"That a renewed National lmmunization Strategy, and particularly the formation of a
National lmmunization Registry, be endorsed;
And further, that the Medical Officer of Health be directed to pursue the issue of the
unique identifier with the Chief Medical Officer of Health, the Privacy Commissioner
and the Panorama information management system project team to establish feasible
and acceptable uses of the identifier and to incorporate these into the new system;
And further, that the Regional Chair write to the Federal and Provincial Ministers of
Health, the Chief Public Health Officer of Canada and the Canadian Public Health
Association with a copy to Peel area MPs and MPPs to communicate the need for a
strengthened National lmmunization Strategy".
On behalf of Regional Council, I request that you give consideration to the above resolution. I look
forward to your reply. Please quote the Region of Peel's reference number in your reply.
Sincerely,

-

Emil Kolb
Regional Chair and Chief Executive Officer
c:

Janette Smith, Commissioner of Health Services
Dr. David Mowat, Medical Officer of Health
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