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UPDATE: Expanded Publicly Funded  
Immunization Program  
 
Enhancements have been made to Ontario’s 
publicly funded immunization programs. See 
attached addendum to the Publicly Funded 
Immunization Schedules for Ontario: 
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/public/programs/immunization/docs/addendum_pub_fund_scheds_en.pdf  
 
A fully updated schedule will be available in early 
2015. 
 
MOHLTC supporting materials are available at: 
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/immunization/resources.aspx  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Influenza Activity Increasing in Peel 
 
The number of laboratory-confirmed flu cases is 
increasing in Peel and Ontario, with influenza 
activity expected to peak in late December/early 
January. From September 1 to November 30, 
2014, Peel had 34 reported laboratory-confirmed 
cases of influenza, compared to 18 last year at 
this time. 
 
There is a mismatch between the H3N2 
component of this season’s influenza vaccine and 
the circulating H3N2 strain. This mismatch may 
result in a moderate to severe influenza season. 
Please remind your patients that there is still time 
to get the influenza vaccine and there are still 
benefits to getting the vaccine: 

- There are two other strains (H1N1 and 
influenza B) covered by the vaccine 

- There are H3N2 viruses tested so far that 
are still a match to the vaccine strain 

- There may still be some degree of cross-
protection afforded against the drifted 
strain. 

 
For more information, Peel Public Health’s weekly 
influenza activity reports are available at: 
http://www.peelregion.ca/health/professionals/com-influenza.htm  

 
 
Influenza Immunization and Treatment 
Recommendations 
 
The following are recommendations for health 
care providers in preparation for an increase in 
influenza activity over the holiday season:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For more information on immunization 

and vaccine orders, please call Peel 
Public Health at 905-799-7700. 

Key Points 
• The publicly funded eligibility criteria for 

pertussis, meningococcal and pneumococcal 
conjugate immunizations have been 
expanded. 

• Influenza activity continues to increase in 
Peel. There is a mismatch between the H3N2 
component of this season’s influenza vaccine 
and the circulating H3N2 strain.  

• Providers should continue to provide influenza 
vaccine as some cross-protection against the 
drifted strain is expected. 

• Offer early antiviral treatment to patients with 
influenza symptoms, regardless of 
immunization status 
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1. Offer the influenza vaccine:  
  

• Encourage all patients > 6 months of age 
to be vaccinated against influenza as soon 
as possible. 

• Children < 9 years of age being 
vaccinated for the first time should receive 
a second dose at least 4 weeks after the 
first dose.  

 
2. Offer early antiviral treatment:  
  

• Health care providers should consider 
timely administration of antivirals (e.g. 
oseltamivir or zanamivir) to recommended 
recipients presenting with influenza 
symptoms, regardless of immunization 
status. 

• Laboratory confirmation of influenza is not 
required prior to administering antiviral 
medication.  
 

Antivirals are recommended for:  
• individuals with influenza-like illness 

severe enough to require hospitalization; 
and  

• individuals with influenza-like illness at 
higher risk of complications from 
influenza infection as follows:  
- children < 5 years of age;  
- adults > 65 years of age;  
- persons with chronic pulmonary 

(including asthma), cardiovascular 
(except hypertension alone), renal, 
hepatic, hematological (including 
sickle cell disease) or metabolic 
disorders (including diabetes mellitus), 
or neurologic and neurodevelopmental 
conditions;  

- persons with immunosuppression, 
including caused by medications or by 
HIV infection;  

 
- pregnant and postpartum women 

(within 4 weeks after delivery);  
- aboriginal people;  
- people younger <18 years of age 

receiving long-term aspirin therapy; 
and 

- morbidly obese people (i.e., body-
mass index of ≥40).  

  
Encourage all people with influenza-like 
illness who are at higher risk for influenza 
complications to seek prompt care to 
determine if treatment with influenza antiviral 
medications is necessary since antivirals are 
most effective if taken within 48 hours of 
symptom onset. Ensure that plans are in 
place for this to occur during the holidays. 

 


