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About this Report 

This report describes the 2007 and 2010 Early Development
Instrument (EDI) results for Peel region.

The EDI is a population-based measure used to assess children’s skills
on five developmental domains related to school readiness. Examining
results by these domains helps identify developmental strengths and
needs within a population of Senior Kindergarten children. 

Only summary results for Peel region, the cities of Brampton and
Mississauga and the town of Caledon are provided in this report. 
For more detailed results including EDI data tables and maps by
smaller geographic areas in Peel, please visit the Early Years Data 
and Resources Website.
http://www.peelregion.ca/health/resources/early-years-data/edi/ 



school readiness in peel

Report Highlights
• Of the 13,667 valid EDI cases in Peel in 2010, 49% were from Mississauga, 

47% were from Brampton and 5% were from Caledon.

• The characteristics of children assessed in 2010 were similar to those assessed in 2007.
Approximately 52% were males and 93% had attended Junior Kindergarten. 
The mean age of children assessed was 5.7 years.

• Peel’s Senior Kindergarten children continue to perform well on all EDI domains in 2010.
Approximately six out of 10 children or 59% were classified as ‘Very Ready’ for school 
on one or more EDI domains in 2010. 

• In Brampton there was a significant increase in the proportion of children ‘Very Ready’ 
for school on one or more EDI domains in 2010, when compared to 2007. There were 
no changes for Peel, Caledon or Mississauga.

• Three out of 10 children (30%) in Peel were classified as ‘Vulnerable’ on one or more 
EDI domains in 2010. 

• There was a significant reduction in the proportion of children ‘Vulnerable’ on one or more
EDI domains in Peel and Brampton in 2010, when compared to 2007. There were no changes
for Caledon or Mississauga.
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About the Early Development 
Instrument (EDI)

What is the EDI?

The EDI was developed to assess a child’s level of development before their first year of
schooling. Drs. Dan Offord and Magdalena Janus from the Offord Centre for Child Studies 
at McMaster University created what was first termed the ‘School Readiness to Learn Tool’ 
in 1998.1 The questionnaire was later renamed The Early Development Instrument: 
A Population-Based Measure for Communities.

The EDI assesses how well prepared children are for grade one. It is a feasible and
psychometrically sound tool to report on populations of children in different communities 
and to predict how they will fare in elementary school. It was designed to measure specific
outcomes of early development that are particularly relevant in determining children’s 
readiness to learn at school.1

All children are born ready to learn, but not all children arrive at school ready to learn.
School readiness focuses on a child’s ability to meet the demands of school. Such expectations
include being able to hold a pencil, listen to the teacher, and remember and follow rules.1

The EDI measures school readiness on five developmental domains:

• Physical health and well-being,

• Social competence,

• Emotional maturity, 

• Language and cognitive development, and

• Communication skills and general knowledge.

How often is the EDI conducted?

In Peel, the EDI is implemented in three-year cycles and began in 2004. It is completed by 
the teacher for every student in the Senior Kindergarten classroom in publicly funded schools. 

To ensure that teachers have an opportunity to interact and become familiar with students 
in their classes, the EDI is completed in the second half of the school year. 
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How are EDI data analyzed?

Each EDI domain is scored from 0 to 10 with scores closer to 10 indicating more advanced
levels of school readiness. The EDI is a relative measure; the results show how a group of
children in an area are doing relative to other children in the community or in Peel.  

In assessing overall school readiness, cut-points are identified which allow us to demarcate 
the number and per cent of children who are ‘Vulnerable’ and children who are ‘Very Ready’
for school on one or more EDI domains. In this report we are using the Ontario cycle two
cut-points. 

All Ontario communities that completed the EDI in 2007, 2008 and 2009 were included in the
calculation of the Ontario cycle two cut-points. This cut-point has been applied to the Peel 
2007 and 2010 EDI data to allow for comparison across both years of EDI implementation. 
Due to changes made to the EDI questionnaire in 2005, the Peel 2004 EDI data are not
included in this report. 

Since the EDI is a population-based measure, individual results are always aggregated to 
a group level. EDI results can be reported for groups of children (e.g., by sex and attendance 
in preschool) and for geographic areas.1 The child’s postal code is used to aggregate data at 
a geographic level. 

When reporting results, areas with less than 15 EDI cases are suppressed or combined with
other small areas that are geographically close and socioeconomically similar. This enables
smaller areas to receive EDI results while maintaining confidentiality. 

How are EDI data used?

The EDI is not an evaluation of how well early years
programs and services are being offered in a community.
Since the EDI is a measure of school readiness, the
results can show areas of weakness in school readiness
to which programs and services can respond.

It also provides schools with the opportunity to reflect
on the development of children as they enter

school and plan for optimal school transition.

EDI data are used in conjunction with other
sources of information such as Census data,
family information, and health and
community measures to provide a more
complete picture of the factors that can
impact early child development. 
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Table 2: Characteristics of Children Assessed on the EDI, Peel, 2007

Characteristic
Peel Brampton Caledon Mississauga

Number   Per cent Number   Per cent   Number   Per cent Number    Per cent

Number of  
13,407 5,928 708 6,771children with a 

valid EDI

Girls assessed 6,520 48.6 2,835 47.8 334 47.2 3,351 49.5
Boys assessed 6,886 51.4 3,093 52.2 374 52.8 3,419 50.5

Attended JK† 12,289         94.7 5,451 94.8          666 95.0 6,172 94.5

Mean age  5.6 years 5.6 years 5.6 years 5.6 years

† Junior Kindergarten
Source: Early Development Instrument 2007, Region of Peel

Profile of Peel’s Children
Peel is the second largest municipality in Ontario and is one of its fastest growing regions. Close
to one in four families in Peel (24%) have at least one child zero to six years of age living in the
household.  Although not shown in Table 1, in 2006, 9% of the total population in Peel were
zero to six years of age. 

Characteristics of Children Assessed on the EDI

Tables 2 and 3 show the characteristics of children assessed on the EDI in 2007 and 2010. 
Large differences in any of these characteristics could explain differences in the EDI scores
between 2007 and 2010. 
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Table 1: Total and Child Population, Peel, 2006

Population Peel Brampton Caledon Mississauga

Total population 1,159,405 433,805 57,050 668,550

Census families with at least one child 0-6 years 78,550 32,925 3,655 41,965

Total number of children 0-6 years 107,320 45,385 5,350 56,590

Total number of females 0-6 years 52,010 21,960 2,555 27,495

Total number of males 0-6 years 55,305 23,415 2,800 29,085

Source: Census 2006, Statistics Canada

13,406 6,770 



Table 3: Characteristics of Children Assessed on the EDI, Peel, 2010

Characteristic
Peel Brampton Caledon Mississauga

Number   Per cent Number   Per cent   Number   Per cent Number    Per cent

Number of  
13,667 6,387 643 6,637children with a 

valid EDI

Girls assessed 6,631 48.5 3,090 48.4 294 45.7 3,247 48.9
Boys assessed 7,036 51.5 3,297 51.6 349 54.3 3,390 51.1

Attended JK† 12,664         95.2 6,025 96.3          600 94.3 6,039 94.3

Mean age  5.7 years 5.7 years 5.7 years 5.7 years

† Junior Kindergarten
Source: Early Development Instrument 2010, Region of Peel
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Peel Fact

The characteristics of children assessed during the 2007 
and 2010 EDI have not changed significantly. 



school readiness in peel

5

*

Distribution of Scores 
on the EDI Domains

To describe readiness for school, EDI results for each domain are divided
into four categories representing the lowest scores to the highest scores in
the group; ‘Most Vulnerable’A, ‘At Risk’B, ‘Ready’C and ‘Very Ready’D.
The distribution of scores across the five domains can be used to
determine the percentages of children at various levels of readiness
for school. 

‘Most Vulnerable’ A ‘At Risk’ B ‘Ready’ C ‘Very Ready’ D

(lowest 10th percentile)* (11th-25th percentile)*            (26th-74th percentile)*      (75th percentile and higher)*

definitions: 

Most Vulnerable A

Children who score in the lowest 10th percentile on each EDI domain are 
categorized as ‘Most Vulnerable’. These children are not on track in terms 
of readiness to learn at school. 

At Risk B

Children in the 11th to 25th percentile on each EDI domain are categorized 
as ‘At Risk’. These children are also not on track in terms of readiness to learn 
at school.

Ready C

Children who score in the 26th to 74th percentile on each EDI domain are 
categorized as ‘Ready’. These children are on track in terms of readiness to 
learn at school. 

Very Ready D 

Children who score in the highest 25th percentile on each EDI domain are 
categorized as being ‘Very Ready’ for success in school. These children are 
also on track in terms of readiness to learn at school.

Percentiles: All EDI scores in a domain are listed from lowest to highest. These scores are 
then grouped into one hundred categories (called percentiles) with an equal number of scores 
in each percentile. The lowest scores are grouped in the first percentile while the highest scores
comprise the hundredth percentile. EDI scores are then grouped into four categories comprising
the 1st -10th, 11th-25th, 26th-74th and 75th-100th percentiles.



Interpreting the distribution of EDI scores

In any distribution of scores, a community is expected to have:

• 10% of children scoring in the lowest 10th percentile (‘Most Vulnerable’); 

• 15% scoring in the 11th-25th percentile (‘At Risk’); 

• 50% scoring in the 26th-74th percentile (‘Ready’); and 

• 25% of children scoring at the 75th percentile and above (‘Very Ready’).

When interpreting the distribution of EDI scores, look for over- and under-representation 
of scores along the continuum when actual results are compared to the expected distribution.

In most cases, an area with a high per cent of children in the ‘Most Vulnerable’ category on any
domain will also have a correspondingly low per cent of children in the ‘Very Ready’ category
on that domain; however, this is not always the case.

An area may be over-represented in both the ‘Most Vulnerable’ and ‘Very Ready’ categories,
meaning that there are higher percentages of children at both ends of the continuum than
expected. Early years service providers in these areas may find it more challenging to meet 
the children’s wide range of needs.

The following symbols are used in tables and charts to highlight 
statistically significant changes between 2007 and 2010:

Significantly higher proportion in 2010, when compared to 2007.

Significantly lower proportion in 2010, when compared to 2007.
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Figure 1: Physical Health and Well-Being: Per Cent of Children by Percentile Range, Peel, 2010

Expected Distribution

Peel 

Brampton

Caledon

Mississauga

Source: Early Development Instrument, 2010 Region of Peel

10 15 50 25

13.6 4.8 45.1 36.5

13.9 4.7 45.8 35.7

13.6 5.0 44.4 36.9

10.6 3.6 45.6 40.3

Most Vulnerable A At Risk B Ready C Very Ready D

Physical Health and Well-Being

To meet the task demands of school, children must be healthy, have
access to adequate and appropriate nutrition and have adequate energy
levels for participation in classroom activites. 

Children must possess the necessary gross and fine motor abilities including
being able to control a pencil, turn the pages of a book, run on the

playground and have motor coordination and independence in looking
after their own needs. These skills are measured 

on the Physical Health and Well-Being domain. 

Results for Peel, Brampton, Caledon and Mississauga 
are shown in Figure 1 and Table 4. 
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There was an over-representation of children in the ‘Most Vulnerable’ 
category in all geographic areas in 2010. 

The combined proportion of children who were ‘Most Vulnerable’ 
and ‘At Risk’ was lower than the expected distribution. 

The combined proportion of children who were ‘Ready’ and 
‘Very Ready’ was higher than the expected distribution. 
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A significantly higher proportion of children were ‘Very Ready’ 
in 2010 when compared to 2007 in Brampton. 
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Table 4: Physical Health and Well-Being: Per Cent of Children by Percentile Range, 
Peel, 2007 and 2010

Area Year             Most Vulnerable At Risk Ready Very Ready

Peel                        
2007 14.2 5.2 45.1 35.5

2010 13.6 4.8 45.1 36.5

Brampton                
2007 15.7 5.8 46.0 32.5

2010 13.9 4.7 45.8 35.7 

Caledon                  
2007 12.9 2.4 42.8 41.8

2010 10.6 3.6 45.6 40.3

Mississauga            
2007 13.0 5.0 44.6 37.4

2010 13.6 5.0 44.4 36.9

Source: Early Development Instrument, 2007 and 2010, Region of Peel

Did you know?

The Physical Health and Well-Being domain can be 
further divided into three sub-domains:

• Physical readiness for school day,
• Physical independence, and
• Gross and fine motor skills.
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Social Competence

The skills measured on the Social Competence domain are ones which will serve as a foundation
for school success, for developing and maintaining friendships, solving conflicts and functioning
as a member of a group. 

The Social Competence domain provides an assessment on skills such as:

• Curiosity about the world, 

• Knowledge of standards of acceptable behaviour in a public place, 

• Eagerness to try new experiences, 

• The ability to control one’s own behaviour, 

• Co-operation with others, 

• The ability to follow rules, and 

• The ability to play and work with other children. 

Results for Peel, Brampton, Caledon and Mississauga on the Social Competence domain 
are shown in Figure 2 and Table 5.

school readiness in peel
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Figure 2: Social Competence: Per Cent of Children by Percentile Range, Peel, 2010

Expected Distribution

Peel 

Brampton

Caledon

Mississauga

Source: Early Development Instrument, 2010 Region of Peel

Most Vulnerable A At Risk B Ready C Very Ready D

10 15 50 25

10.9 16.8 54.4 17.9

10.9 17.1 55.0 17.0

7.6 17.0 52.5 22.9

11.3 16.5 53.9 18.2

There was a slightly higher proportion of children in the ‘Most Vulnerable’
category than expected in all areas, except Caledon.

The combined proportion of children who were ‘Most Vulnerable’ and 
‘At Risk’ was higher than 25% in all areas, except Caledon.
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A significantly higher proportion of children were in the ‘Very Ready’
category in 2010, when compared to 2007, in Peel and in Brampton.

A significantly lower proportion of children were in the ‘At Risk’ category 
in 2010, when compared to 2007, in Brampton.
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Table 5: Social Competence: Per Cent of Children by Percentile Range, 
Peel, 2007 and 2010

Area Year             Most Vulnerable At Risk Ready Very Ready

Peel
2007 10.8 17.4 55.4 16.5

2010 10.9 16.8 54.4 17.9

Brampton
2007 11.5 19.0 55.0 14.5

2010 10.9 17.1 55.0 17.0

Caledon
2007 8.5 14.5 52.8 24.2

2010 7.6 17.0 52.5 22.9

Mississauga
2007 10.4 16.2 55.9 17.4

2010 11.3 16.5 53.9 18.2

Source: Early Development Instrument, 2007 and 2010, Region of Peel

Did you know?

The Social Competence domain can be further divided 
into four sub-domains:

• Overall social competence,
• Responsibility and respect,
• Approaches to learning, and
• Readiness to explore new things.



Figure 3: Emotional Maturity: Per Cent of Children by Percentile Range, Peel, 2010

Expected Distribution

Peel 

Brampton

Caledon

Mississauga

Source: Early Development Instrument, 2010 Region of Peel

Most Vulnerable A At Risk B Ready C Very Ready D

10 15 50 25

10.5 14.8 52.7 21.9

11.0 14.8 51.8 22.4

7.6 16.2 52.0 24.3

10.4 14.6 53.7 21.3

Emotional Maturity

Emotional Maturity is characterized by a balance between a child’s curiosity
about the world, an eagerness to try new experiences and some ability 

to reflect before acting. 

Children who are fearful and reluctant to engage in new
activities miss learning opportunities that children with 

a positive approach to life seize. 

Children who are impulsive may fail to perceive 
all aspects of a task and, as a result, fail to fully
understand it.

Results for Peel, Brampton, Caledon and Mississauga
on the Emotional Maturity domain are shown in 

Figure 3 and Table 6.
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While there was an over-representation of children in the ‘Most Vulnerable’
category in all areas except Caledon, the combined proportion of children who
were ‘Most Vulnerable’ and ‘At Risk’ closely resembled the expected distribution
in all geographic areas.
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In Brampton, a significantly lower proportion of children were
in the ‘At Risk’ category in 2010, when compared to 2007.

In Mississauga, a significantly lower proportion of children
were in the ‘Very Ready’ Category in 2010, when compared 
to 2007. 
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Table 6: Emotional Maturity: Per Cent of Children by Percentile Range, 
Peel, 2007 and 2010

Area Year             Most Vulnerable At Risk Ready Very Ready

Peel
2007 9.9 15.4 52.3 22.4

2010 10.5 14.8 52.7 21.9

Brampton
2007 10.5 16.3 52.3 20.9

2010 11.0 14.8 51.8 22.4

Caledon
2007 10.0 12.5 49.5 28.0

2010 7.6 16.2 52.0 24.3 

Mississauga
2007 9.4 14.9 52.6 23.1

2010 10.4 14.6 53.7 21.3

Source: Early Development Instrument, 2007 and 2010, Region of Peel

Did you know?

The Emotional Maturity domain can be further divided 
into four sub-domains:

• Pro-social and helping behaviour,
• Anxious and fearful behaviour,
• Aggressive behaviour, and
• Hyperactivity and inattention.



Figure 4: Language and Cognitive Development: Per Cent of Children by Percentile Range, Peel, 2010

Expected Distribution

Peel 

Brampton

Caledon

Mississauga

Source: Early Development Instrument, 2010 Region of Peel

Most Vulnerable A At Risk B Ready C Very Ready D 

10 15 50 25

10.8 15.2 48.8 25.3

11.2 16.1 50.3 22.4

5.0 9.7 49.9 35.4

10.9 14.9 47.2 27.0

Language and Cognitive Development

Language development and early literacy skills are correlated with how
effectively children can communicate their needs, interact socially with
others and describe their thoughts and feelings. On the EDI, language

skills refer to a child’s vocabulary size and ability to name letters 
and attend to the component sounds within words.

Cognitive skills involve the ways in which children perceive,
organize and analyze information in their environment. Cognitive

skills are the basis by which children retain and retrieve information and
effectively explore new experiences.

Results for Peel, Brampton, Caledon and Mississauga on the Language and Cognitive
Development domain are shown in Figure 4 and Table 7.
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There was a slightly higher proportion of children in the ‘Most
Vulnerable’ category than expected in all areas except Caledon.

The combined proportion of children who were ‘Most Vulnerable’ 
and ‘At Risk’ was higher than 25% in all areas except Caledon. 
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A significantly higher proportion of children were in the ‘Very Ready’ category in 2010, 
when compared to 2007, in all geographic areas. 

In Peel, there was a significant reduction in the proportion of children 
in the ‘Most Vulnerable’ category between 2007 and 2010. 

In Brampton, there were significant reductions in the proportion of children 
in the ‘Most Vulnerable’ and ‘At Risk’ categories between 2007 and 2010. 

In Mississauga, there was a significant reduction in the proportion of children 
in the ‘At Risk’ category between 2007 and 2010. 
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Table 7: Language and Cognitive Development: Per Cent of Children by Percentile Range, 
Peel, 2007 and 2010

Area Year             Most Vulnerable At Risk Ready Very Ready

Peel
2007 13.2 17.2 48.4 21.2

2010 10.8 15.2 48.8 25.3

Brampton
2007 15.7 19.0 48.7 16.7

2010 11.2 16.1 50.3 22.4

Caledon
2007 7.4 10.8 52.5 29.3

2010 5.0 9.7 49.9 35.4

Mississauga
2007 11.7 16.3 47.7 24.4

2010 10.9 14.9 47.2 27.0

Source: Early Development Instrument, 2007 and 2010, Region of Peel

Did you know?

The Language and Cognitive Development domain 
can be further divided into four sub-domains:

• Basic literacy, 
• Interest in literacy/numeracy and memory,
• Advanced literacy, and
• Basic numeracy.



Communication Skills and General Knowledge

Children must be able to understand verbal communications from other adults and children.
They should also be able to verbally communicate experiences, ideas, wishes and feelings in a
way that can be understood by others. These communication skills help children adjust in a
school setting and develop a capacity to learn to read and write.

Skills assessed on the Communication Skills and General Knowledge domain include:

• Ability to communicate needs and wants in socially appropriate ways,

• Symbolic use of language,

• Story telling, and

• Age-appropriate knowledge about life and the world around them. 

Results for Peel, Brampton, Caledon and Mississauga on the Communication Skills and
General Knowledge domain are shown in Figure 5 and Table 8.
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There was a higher proportion of children in the ‘Most Vulnerable’
category than expected in all areas except Caledon. 

The combined proportion of children who were ‘Most Vulnerable’
and ‘At Risk’ was higher than 25% in all areas except Caledon. 

Figure5: Communication Skills and General Knowledge: Per Cent of Children by Percentile Range, Peel, 2010

Expected Distribution

Peel 

Brampton

Caledon

Mississauga

Source: Early Development Instrument, 2010 Region of Peel

Most Vulnerable A At Risk B Ready C     Very Ready D

10 15 50 25

14.9 18.5 34.7 31.8

14.8 18.4 36.6 30.1

5.0 21.3 33.4 40.3

16.0 18.3 33.0 32.7
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A significantly higher proportion of children were in the ‘At Risk’
category in 2010, when compared to 2007, in all areas except Brampton. 

There was a significant reduction in the proportion of children in the
‘Most Vulnerable’ category in Brampton between 2007 and 2010. 
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Table 8: Communication Skills and General Knowledge: Per Cent of Children 
by Percentile Range, Peel, 2007 and 2010

Area Year             Most Vulnerable At Risk Ready Very Ready

Peel
2007 15.5 16.7 35.5 32.4

2010 14.9 18.5 34.7 31.8

Brampton
2007 16.3 17.8 36.5 29.4

2010 14.8 18.4 36.6 30.1

Caledon
2007 7.1 12.9 35.2 44.9

2010 5.0 21.3 33.4 40.3

Mississauga
2007 15.6 16.2 34.6 33.6

2010 16.0 18.3 33.0 32.7

Source: Early Development Instrument, 2007 and 2010, Region of Peel

Did you know?

Communication Skills and General Knowledge is 
the only EDI domain which has no sub-domains.
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Figure 6: Per Cent of Children Very Ready on one or more EDI Domains, Peel, 2007 and 2010

Source: Early Development Instrument, 2007 and 2010, Region of Peel
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56.8 58.8 52.7 56.8 68.1 65.9 59.1 60.1

Overall School Readiness
In addition to looking at EDI scores on each individual domain, overall school readiness can be
assessed by looking at the proportion of children who are ‘Very Ready’ on one or more EDI
domains and ‘Vulnerability’ on the EDI.  These two measures provide a general look at school
readiness since they consider how children have performed on all EDI domains.

Very Ready on One or More EDI Domains

Children who score in the top 25th percentile on one or more EDI domains are considered to be
‘Very Ready’ to learn in school. There is no concern for later developmental difficulties for these
children and they are defined as developing well in the EDI domains. Figure 6 shows the per
cent of children ‘Very Ready’ on one or more EDI domains in 2007 and 2010. 

17
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In Peel, a significantly higher proportion of children were ‘Very Ready’ 
on one or more EDI domains in 2010 (59%), when compared to 2007 (57%). 

In Brampton, there were a significantly higher proportion of children ‘Very Ready’ 
on one or more EDI domains in 2010 (57%), when compared to 2007 (53%). 

Caledon had the highest proportion of children ‘Very Ready’ on one or more EDI domains 
in 2010 (66%) as was the case in 2007 (68%) when compared to all other geographic areas. 
It is notable that the proportion of children ‘Very Ready’ on one or more EDI domains in
Caledon was approximately two percentage points lower in 2010 when compared to 2007.  

In Mississauga, there was no significant change in the proportion of children ‘Very Ready’ 
on one or more EDI domains in 2010 (60%) when compared to 2007 (59%). 

school readiness in peel
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Peel Fact

On average, girls score better on the EDI than boys.
In Peel, in 2010, a significantly higher proportion of
girls (66%) were ‘Very Ready’ on one or more EDI
domains, when compared to boys (51%).  

Peel Fact

Children who attend Junior Kindergarten (JK) 
are likely to score better on the EDI than children
who do not attend JK. In Peel, in 2010, 60% of
children who attended JK were ‘Very Ready’ on
one or more EDI domains compared to 50% of
children who did not attend JK.   



Vulnerability on the EDI

The vulnerability cut-point represents the children who score in the bottom 10th percentile of all
children assessed in a given year. Children who score below this cut-point within a given domain
have more challenges in meeting the task demands of school, as measured on the EDI. This
report describes two summary measures of vulnerability – ‘Vulnerable’ on one or more and
‘Vulnerable’ on two or more domains – that are calculated based on the five EDI domains.

school readiness in peel
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definitions: 

Vulnerable on one or more EDI domains 
This is defined as the number or percentage of children in a group 
or neighbourhood who are in the bottom 10th percentile in at least 
one of the five EDI domains. 

Vulnerable on two or more EDI domains 
This is defined as the number or percentage of children in a group 
or neighbourhood who are in the bottom 10th percentile in at least 
two of the five developmental domains.

Table 9: Vulnerability on the EDI, Peel, 2007 and 2010

Geography Year   Vulnerable on one    Vulnerable on two 
or more EDI domains or more EDI domains

Number Per cent Number Per cent

Peel
2007 4,265 31.8 2,231 16.6

2010 4,143 30.3 2,153 15.8

Brampton
2007 2,079 35.1 1,090 18.4

2010 1,962 30.7 1,016 15.9

Caledon
2007 162 22.9 86 12.1

2010 144 22.4 55 8.6 

Mississauga
2007 2,024 29.9 1,055 15.6

2010 2,037 30.7 1,082 16.3

Source: Early Development Instrument, 2007 and 2010, Region of Peel



There was a significant reduction in the proportion of children ‘Vulnerable’ on one or more 
EDI domains in Peel (30%) and in Brampton (31%) in 2010, when compared to 2007. 

There was a significant reduction in the proportion of children ‘Vulnerable’ on two or more 
EDI domains in Brampton (16%) and Caledon (9%) in 2010, when compared to 2007.

In Peel, there was a 2.9% reduction in the number of children ‘Vulnerable’ on one or more 
EDI domains from 4,266 in 2007 to 4,143 in 2010.

In Peel, a significantly higher proportion of boys (37%) were ‘Vulnerable’ on one or more 
EDI domains when compared to girls (23%) in 2010. 

In 2010, a significantly higher proportion of children who did not attend Junior Kindergarten
(47%) were ‘Vulnerable’ on one or more EDI domains when compared to children who attended
Junior Kindergarten (29%). 

Children who are were identified as having a single first language and whose first language was
the language of instruction in the classroom had significantly lower levels of vulnerability on 
the EDI than children whose first language was not the language of instruction in the classroom. 
As indicated in Table 10, in 2010, there was a 19 percentage point difference between the two
groups on vulnerability on one or more EDI domains.
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Table 10: Per cent Vulnerable on One or More EDI domains by Sex, Attendance at Junior  
Kindergarten and First Language, Peel, 2007 and 2010

Per cent Vulnerable on one or more EDI domains

2007 2010

Sex

Girls 24.6 23.2

Boys 38.6 37.0

Attend JK† 

Children who attended JK† 30.6 29.2

Children who did not attend JK† 48.1 47.2

Child’s First Language 

Child’s first language is the
26.6 26.8language of instruction in the classroom

Child’s first language is not the
45.7 45.8language of instruction in the classroom

† Junior Kindergarten
Source: Early Development Instrument, 2007 and 2010, Region of Peel



Methods
EDI questionnaires were completed by Senior Kindergarten teachers in all publicly funded
schools between February 1 and March 12, 2010. Completed EDI questionnaires were sent 
to the Offord Centre for Child Studies for data entry and preliminary analysis.

Invalid EDI cases (missing data on more than one EDI domain), cases missing a sex
designation, cases with residential postal codes outside of Peel and cases identified as having a
special need or missing a special needs designation were removed from the data file. The numbers
portrayed in this report may differ slightly from those reported by the school boards since some
boards may include children identified as having a special need in their analyses. 

This report presents EDI data from the 2007 and 2010 implementation in Peel. Data were
analysed descriptively, summarized in the form of percentages and presented in tables, charts
and maps. Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) version 19 and Epi Info 2001
version 6.04 were used to analyse the data. Charts and tables were prepared using Microsoft
Excel 2003.

Comparison of proportions between 2007 and 2010 were conducted using a comparison 
of proportions test. A p-value of less than 0.05 was considered statistically significant. 
A statistically significant result is unlikely to have occurred by chance. 

While statistical significance is a useful statistic supporting the reliability 
of the findings, it is not the same as importance. The percentage
point difference between two percentage values, found to be
statistically significantly different, might not be considered
large enough to influence
decision making. 

When discussing
statistically
significant results,
the terms
‘statistically
significant’,
‘significantly higher
or lower’ and
‘significant increase 
or reduction’ are used
interchangeably
throughout 
this report.
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