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Key Messages: 
 Ontario’s supply of the Vaxzevria (AstraZeneca) 

COVID-19 vaccine expired on October 31, 2021.  
 Ontario is expanding COVID-19 vaccine booster 

dose eligibility. Eligible individuals can access 
appointment bookings starting Saturday, 
November 6, at 8:00 a.m.  

 All individuals previously eligible for third doses of 
COVID-19 vaccines remain eligible and can book 
their appointments to get third doses. 

 Sick Kids has launched the COVID-19 Vaccines - 
Specially Targeted Educational Program (STEP) to 
equip educators to share vaccine information, 
particularly tailored to Black and racialized 
communities across Ontario. 

 Physicians are reminded to complete the 
Expression of Interest to administer COVID-19 
vaccines in their practices.  

 
UPDATE: COVID-19 Vaxzevria (AstraZeneca) vaccine 
supply now expired 
• Effective October 31, 2021, the current supply of 

the Vaxzevria (AstraZeneca) COVID-19 vaccine is 
expired and will no longer be available in Ontario.  

 
NEW: COVID-19 vaccine booster dose eligibility 
expanded  
• On October 29, 2021, the National Advisory 

Committee on Immunization (NACI) issued a 
statement recommending that booster doses of 
COVID-19 mRNA vaccines should be offered to 

additional key populations who are at increased 
risk of waning immunity and greater risk of 
exposure, serious illness and outcomes. The 
statement can be accessed at:  
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-
aspc/documents/services/immunization/national-
advisory-committee-on-immunization-
naci/recommendations-use-covid-19-
vaccines/statement-guidance-booster-
doses/summary/summary.pdf  

• In alignment with NACI’s statement, on November 
3, 2021, the province announced that booster 
doses of an mRNA COVID-19 vaccine would be 
offered to the following vulnerable populations if 
at least six months (168 days) have passed since 
their last dose: 
o Individuals aged 70 and over (born in 1951 or 

earlier) 
o Health care workers and designated essential 

caregivers in congregate settings (including 
long-term care home and retirement home 
staff and designated caregivers) 

o Individuals who received a complete series of a 
viral vector vaccine (two doses of the Vaxzevria 
(AstraZeneca) vaccine or one dose of the 
Janssen vaccine) 

o First Nation, Inuit and Métis adults and their 
non-Indigenous household members. 

• Booster doses are being offered to these groups 
based on evidence of gradual waning immunity six 
months after receiving their second dose, a 
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greater risk of exposure, and a higher risk of 
severe illness from COVID-19.  

• Either mRNA COVID-19 vaccine may be used as a 
booster dose, regardless of which mRNA COVID-
19 vaccine was used in the primary series.  

• For individuals that are offered Spikevax 
(Moderna) and are not severely 
immunocompromised and are between the ages 
of 25 and 70, a half dose (50 mcg) is 
recommended as a booster dose. For these 
individuals, if offering Comirnaty (Pfizer), the full 
dose (30 mcg) is recommended.    

• At this time, individuals who received a mixed 
series of viral vector and mRNA vaccines are not 
eligible for a booster dose.  

• Starting on Saturday, November 6 at 8:00 a.m., 
eligible individuals will be able to book their 
booster dose appointment through the COVID-19 
vaccination portal 
(https://covid19.ontariohealth.ca/) or by calling 
the Provincial Vaccine Contact Centre at 
1‑833‑943‑3900.  

• Hospital-based health care workers are 
encouraged to reach out to their hospital 
employer to get vaccinated directly through their 
hospital’s vaccination program. All health care 
workers are required to provide ID at the time of 
vaccination. If the health care worker is unable to 
be vaccinated in the health care setting where 
they work, they will be required to bring a letter 
or ID to another vaccine clinic or pharmacy in 
order to receive their booster dose. A 
comprehensive list of eligible healthcare workers 
is available in Appendix B of the Ministry of 
Health’s Third Dose Recommendations guidance 
document, referenced below.  

• The updated provincial recommendations for 
booster doses and third doses have been updated 
in the Ministry of Health’s COVID-19 Vaccine Third 
Dose Recommendations guidance document, 
available at: 
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/
publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-
19_vaccine_third_dose_recommendations.pdf    

REMINDER: COVID-19 vaccine third dose eligibility   
• As specified in the Health Professionals Update 

from September 16, 2021 (Vol. 14, No. 54), group 
living residents as well as select, at-risk 
immunocompromised individuals continue to be 
eligible for third doses. For full details on who is 
currently eligible for third doses, visit: 
https://peelregion.ca/coronavirus/vaccine/about/
#third  

• These eligible individuals may continue to access 
third doses through the process outlined in Health 
Professionals Update from October 19, 2021 (Vol. 
14, No. 64) which can be accessed here: 
https://peelregion.ca/health/professionals/tools/u
pdates2021/2021-10-19-hpu-update-vol-14-no-
64.pdf    

• As outlined in the Ministry of Health’s COVID-19 
Vaccine Third Dose Recommendations guidance 
document, third doses are added to the primary 
vaccine series to establish an adequate level of 
protection for individuals who developed no 
immune response, or a sub-optimal immune 
response to their primary series. Booster doses 
are intended to restore protection that may have 
decreased over time to an insufficient level, in 
individuals who responded adequately to a 
complete primary vaccine series.  

• Physicians are reminded to encourage all 
individuals eligible for third doses to book their 
appointments. Further instructions can be 
accessed through our webpage: 
https://peelregion.ca/coronavirus/vaccine/about/
#third  

    
NEW:  SickKids COVID-19 Vaccines - Specially 
Targeted Educational Program (STEP) for educators  
• The STEP Speaker Series is a webinar programme 

being run in collaboration with the SickKids 
Learning Institute, the Black Creek Community 
Health Centre, the Scarborough Health Network 
VaxFacts and the Black Physicians’ Association of 
Ontario (BPAO). 

• This webinar series runs from October 2021 to 
February 2022 and is specifically tailored to Black 
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and racialized communities across Ontario. The 
series will provide information on COVID-19 
vaccines for individuals that are involved in 
educating communities on the efficacy and safety 
of the COVID-19 vaccines including health care 
workers and community leaders.  

• Topics will include culturally responsive 
information regarding essential vaccine facts and 
myth-busters for educators working with vaccine-
hesitant communities.  

• For more information on how to register for this 
program, please visit: 
https://web.cvent.com/event/38f7b88a-6004-
4eec-9253-099139d5c29a/summary 
 

REMINDER: Expression of Interest – Primary Care and 
Pediatric Clinics for COVID-19 Vaccination 
• Physicians are trusted sources of vaccine 

information and play an important role in 
supporting public health efforts to distribute 
COVID-19 vaccines to Peel residents. 

• While awaiting Health Canada approval, Peel 
Public Health is actively preparing for COVID-19 
vaccine administration for children ages 5 to 11. 
Once approved, vaccination for this group will be 
administered through multiple clinic formats, 
including primary care and pediatric practices. 

• Physicians are encouraged to onboard to 
administer COVID-19 vaccines in their practices, 
and can do so by completing the Expression of 
Interest (EOI) here: 
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.asp
x?id=85lvNYadoUeCAztBscsMaFeHQlgFq3VBsOtq
UhBOYk1UMEVDMkk5T0ozWTlVSTJPU0lJMVRaUj
NEUi4u  
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