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Key Messages: 
• Physicians are reminded to complete the Health 

Professionals Update User Survey at: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/K5JTJSC  by 
September 1st, 2021 

• All youth turning 12 years old in 2021 are eligible 
to receive the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine starting 
Wednesday, August 18, 2021 

• Select vulnerable populations are eligible for a 
third dose of a COVID-19 vaccine 

• Serologic Testing should not be used to guide the 
need for booster doses, including in high-risk 
populations 

 
REMINDER: Health Professionals Update User Survey 
• As first communicated in Health Professionals 

Update Vol. 14, No. 45: 
https://www.peelregion.ca/health/professionals/t
ools/updates2021/2021-07-30-nCov-update-
Vol.14-No-45.pdf issued on July 30, 2021, Peel 
Public Health is interested in learning more about 
your preferences of frequency, detail, and type of 
content included in HPUs. 

• Please provide your input using this survey link 
by September 1st, 2021: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/K5JTJSC.  

• The survey takes less than 5 minutes to complete 
and will provide us with valuable information for 
future HPUs. Your participation and input are 
greatly appreciated.  

 
 
 

NEW: Youth turning 12 years old in 2021 are eligible 
for Pfizer vaccine starting Wednesday, August 18th 
• Effective Wednesday August 18, 2021, the 

province has expanded eligibility for the Pfizer 
COVID-19 vaccine to include all youth who are 
turning 12 years old in 2021 (born in 2009). 

• This guidance is based on the advice of the Chief 
Medical Officer of Health, using currently available 
evidence, including data from Alberta and British 
Columbia.  

• This will help to ensure that even more students 
can receive the vaccine to protect against COVID-
19 and the Delta variant as they return to school. 

• The Ministry of Health has released an updated 
COVID-19 Vaccine Information Sheet for Youth 
(age 12-17) on August 17 which can be found 
here: 
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/p
ublichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-
19_vaccine_information_sheet_youth.pdf 

• Details on how eligible individuals can book their 
vaccination appointment can be found here: 
https://www.peelregion.ca/coronavirus/vaccine/b
ook-appointment/ 
 

NEW: Select Vulnerable Populations Eligible for a 
third dose of COVID-19 Vaccine 
• Based on the recommendation of the Chief 

Medical Officer of Health and provincial health 
experts, the province will begin offering third 
doses of a COVID-19 vaccine to select populations 
based on suboptimal/waning immune response to 
vaccines and increased risk of COVID-19 infection.   
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These groups include: 
o Transplant recipients (including solid organ 

transplant and hematopoietic stem cell 
transplants) 

o Patients with hematological cancers 
(examples include lymphoma, myeloma, 
leukemia) on active treatment 
(chemotherapy, targeted therapies, 
immunotherapy) for malignant hematologic 
disorders 

o Recipients of an anti-CD20 agent (e.g., 
rituximab, ocrelizumab, ofatumumab) 

o Residents of high-risk congregate settings 
defined as long-term care homes, high-risk 
licensed retirement homes and First Nations 
elder care lodges 

• Transplant recipients, patients with hematological 
cancers on active treatments, and recipients of an 
anti-CD20 agent can receive their third dose at a 
minimum of eight weeks following their second 
dose. Vaccination clinics and pharmacies in Peel 
have not commenced providing third doses to 
these individuals.  Details on how eligible 
residents can book appointments for their third 
dose will be shared shortly.   

• Residents of high-risk congregate settings can 
receive their third dose at a minimum of five 
months following their second dose.  Third doses 
will be offered to these individuals in their 
residence (either within the home or through a 
mobile clinic).  

• The updated Ministry of Health guidance 
document for COVID-19 Vaccination 
Recommendations for Special Populations can be 
found here:  
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/
publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-
19_vaccination_rec_special_populations.pdf 

 
NEW: Serologic Testing for COVID-19 
• The clinical implications of serological (antibody) 

testing to assess immune response following 
immunization are not yet known. Routine 
antibody testing (i.e., anti-spike protein antibody 

(IgG) testing) is not recommended as it may create 
false reassurance of protection, or a false concern 
of vulnerability.  
o Individual serologic testing should not be 

used to guide the need for booster doses, 
including in high-risk populations. 

o There is variability in the type of commercial 
assays that are used to detect COVID-19 
antibodies, some of which do not detect anti-
spike protein antibodies (IgG). 

o It is currently not known how a COVID-19-
specific antibody response correlates with 
protection against disease. Serological assays 
alone cannot adequately measure 
neutralization or T-cell immunity. 

o Serology cannot generally be used to 
determine an individual’s COVID-19 
vaccination status or serological response to 
vaccination. Vaccination records are the best 
method to determine up-to-date vaccination 
status. See Public Health Ontario for more 
information on the indications for serologic 
testing in Ontario:  
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/labor
atory-services/test-information-index/covid-
19-serology 
 

REMINDERS  
 
Ministry of Health COVID-19 Vaccine Information  
Up-to-date educational documents and resources are 
available on Ministry of Health website at: 
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/public
health/coronavirus/covid19_vaccine.aspx#education 
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